RED ARMY FACTION 



WELL, IT'S BETTER THAN BOTTLING IT UP. 
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'Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
The slings and arrows of outrageous 
fortune , 


Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 
And by opposing end them?' 
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[1] FROM THIS MOMENT DESPAIR ENDS AND TACTICS BEGIN: THE SUMMER 
OF HATE - JUNE 21967 - THE SHAH’S VISIT AND THE KILLING OF BENNO 
OHNESORG - KOMMUNEI AND KONKRET - BURN WAREHOUSE BURN! 


‘These tactics will be condemned to theor¬ 
etical hibernation if they cannot, by other 
means, attract collectively the individuals 
whom isolation and hatred for the collective 
lie have already won over to the rational 
decision to kill or kill themselves. No 
murderers ~And no humanists either! The 
first accepts death, the . second imposes it 
Let ten people meet who are resolved on the 
lightning of violence rather than the agony 
of survival: From this moment, despair 
ends and tactics begin. Despair is the 
infantile disorder of the revolutionaries of 
everyday life. ' 

- RAOUL VANEIGEM, ‘THE REVOLUTION 
OF EVERYDAY LIFE’. 

‘I've seen the horrors, horrors that you've 
seen. But you have no right to call me a 
murderer. You have a right to kill me. You 
have a right to do that. But you have no 
right to judge me. 

‘It's impossible for words to describe 
what is necessary to those who do not know 
what horror means. Horror. Horror has a 
face and you must make a friend of horror. 
Horror and moral terror are your friends. 
If they are not then they are enemies to be 
feared. They are truly enemies. 

7 remember when I was with Special 
Forces, seems a thousand centuries ago, we 
went into a camp to innoculate children. We 
left the camp after we'd innoculated the 
children for polio and this old man came 
running after us and he was crying, he 
couldn't see. We went back there and they 
had come and hacked off every innoculated 
arm. There they were in a pile, a pile of little 
arms. And I remember I, I , I cried, I wept 
like some grandmother, I wanted to tear my 
teeth out, I didn't know what I wanted to 
do, and I want to remember it, I never want 
to forget it. I never want to forget it. I never 
want to forget. And then I realised like I 
was SHOT, like I was shot with a diamond, 
a diamond bullet right through my fore¬ 
head. And I thought my god, the genius of 
that, the genius, the will to do that. Perfect, 
genuine, complete, crystal, pure. Then I 
realised that they were stronger than we. 
Because they could - understand that they 
were not monsters, these were men, trained 
cadre, these men who thought with their 
hearts, who have families, who have 
children, who are filled with love. But they 
had THE STRENGTH - THE STRENGTH to 
do that. 

‘If I had ten divisions of those men then 
our troubles here would be over very 
quickly. You have to have men who are 
moral and at the same time who are able to 
utilise their primordial instincts to kill 
without feeling, without passion, without 
JUDGEMENT - without judgement - 
because it's judgement that defeats us.' 

- COL. WALTER E. KURTZ, ‘APOCALYPSE 
NOW ’. 

In 1963 the USAF begin surface bombing 
rural districts of South Vietnam. (That’s 
before JFK got croaked.) By 1965 ameri- 
can B-52’s were bombing North Viet¬ 
nam... 

FEBRUARY 5,1965: 2,000 students 
march through West Berlin. 500 dem¬ 
onstrators leave the main march and attack 
the US embassy. Afterwards posters went 
up asking; 

‘FOR HOW MUCH LONGER WILL WE 
TOLERATE MASS MURDER COMM¬ 
ITTED IN OUR NAME?' 


EARLY 1967: Leading lights of the West 
Berlin student movement - Fritz Teufel, 
Dieter Kunzelmann (former member of 
‘THE SITUATION 1ST INTERNATION¬ 
AL', expelled with the rest of the german 
contingent in 1962), Bommi Baumann and 
Rainer Langhans - form ‘KOMMUNEV 
Rudi Dutschke, the leader of the SDS 
(Socialist Student Union), was a member 
but he didn’t last long. Fritz Teufel was 
already famous in his own right for various 
student pranks, but collectively they first 
hit the headlines when the US Vice- 
president Hubert Humphrey visited in 
April. 

‘KOMMUNE V planned to welcome 
Humphrey with custard pies, but the press 
got hold of it and cried wolf with stories of 
threatened bomb attacks. There were, 
some arrests and many comparisons bet¬ 
ween custard and napalm. In ‘ Konkret ’, 
Germany’s answer to ‘ OZ', top columnist 
Ulrike Meinhof (Germany’s answer to 
Julie Burchill) wrote: j B&g? \ 

‘It is thought rude to throw custard pies 
at politicians, but not to welcome politicians 
who have villages wiped out and cities 
bombed... naplam yes, custard no.' 

‘KOMMUNE V got a bit more serious 
in May - after a Brussels Department store 
fire in which 300 died, a handout of theirs 
read: 

‘When will the department stores of 
Berlin burn?... The yanks have been dying 
for Berlin in Vietnam. We were sorry to see 
the poor souls obliged to shed their 
coca-cola blood in the Vietnamese jungle. 
So we started by marching ... throwing the 
occassional egg at America House and we 
would have liked to finish seeing HHH die 
smothered in custard... Now our belgian 
friends have at last found the knack of 
really involving the whole population in all 
the fun of Vietnam ... Brussels has given us 
the only answer: BURN WAREHOUSE 
BURN!' 

SUMMER 1967: A great deal of publicity 
heralded the state visit of the Shah of Iran 
and the Empress Farah Diba - Dieter 
Kunzelmann’s contribution was: 7 do not 
study, I do not work, I have trouble with 
my orgasm, and I wish the public to be 
informed of this.' Ulrike Meinhof res¬ 
ponded to an interview the Empress had 
given to ‘ Neue Revue ’ with ‘An Open 
Letter to Farah Diba 7 ; 

‘You say; “Summers are very hot in Iran, 
and like most persians I and my family 
travel to the Persian Riviera on the Caspian 
Sea." Like most persians? Isn't that some¬ 
what exagerrated ?... most persians are 
peasants with an annual income of less than 
$100. And for most persian women every 
second child dies of starvation, poverty and 
disease. And the children too, those who 
knot carpets in their 14 hour day, do they 
too, most of them, travel to the Caspian Sea 
in Summer? Etc, etc.' 

JUNE 2: After all the anti-shah Iranians 
had been rounded up, the pro-shah ones 
were allowed to greet their emperor as he 
flew into Berlin. When the imperial 
cortege reached Schoneberg City Hall, 
hundreds of student demonstrators had to 
be held back - the german police were 
assisted in this task by iranian secret 
service men, armed with long wooden 
staves. The demonstrators barely had a 
chance to begin anti-shah chants before the 


‘Jubilant Persians' waded in. The german 
police watched on, making no move to 
intervene - And when they did it was on 
the side of the persians. 

That evening it was the same story at the 
Opera House. The Shah and Farah Diba 
arrived to little more than chanting and a 
few off-target bags of paint. The dem¬ 
onstrators started to drift off to nearby 
bars, planning to return to see the Shah 
off. Suddenly 14 ambulances pulled up, 
ominously blocking their escape route. A 
brutal bludgeoning ensued, far worse than 
the scenes in Schoneberg - and the 
ambulances were soon full. Then the 
mopping up operation began. 

A handful of demonstrators made a last 
stand in Krummestr. Uniformed police 
lined up infront of them, then a plain¬ 
clothes snatch-squad went in to apprehend 
a ‘ringleader’. They got their man and 
flung him to the ground. Thereupon other 
demonstrators surrounded the snatch-sq¬ 
uad and uniformed police came to their 
aid. Hand to hand fighting broke out and 
the suspected ringleader momentarily got 
away. 

When he was captured a second time he 
was beaten senseless - then, according to 
eyewitnesses, Det.Sgt. Karl-Heinz Kurras 
(of the ‘Popo’-political police) pointed his 
7.65mm pistol at the demonstrator’s head. 
A shot rang out and Benno Ohnesorg, a 
26 year-old romantic languages student, 
was dead. 

June 2, 1967 became known as the turning 
point for a lot of people. Even Mayor 
Albertz was deeply effected. (He quit 
office soon after of his own accord.) But 
not the Shah, who told Albertz, ‘not to 
think too much of it; these things happen 
every day in Iran.' The quote of the night, 
however, came from one of the de¬ 
monstrators who had escaped to the SDS 
centre: Gudrun Ensslin summed up what 
many of the battered students were feeling 
when she said: 

“They'll kill us all. You know what kind 
of pigs we're up against. This is the 
Auschwitz generation. You can't argue with 
the people who made Auschwitz. They have 
weapons and we haven't. We must arm 
ourselves!" 

The Shah added further insult to injury by 
demanding that judicial action be taken 
against the demonstrators. In response 
thousands turned up at police stations to 
plead guilty to demonstrating. But only 
Fritz Teufel was held: for plotting against 
the US Vice-President, throwing a stone at 
the Shah and inciting arson with the ‘Burn 
Warehouse Burn' handout. After a com¬ 
plaint was lodged with the state court, he 
too was released. However Teufel refused 
to hand over his passport and demanded 
to be let back into prison. Without a court 
I order no one would oblige. Finally he 
staged a ‘go-in’ on the Berlin State 
Parliament, which effectively got him 
reincarcerated. 

Andreas Baadar wasn’t in Berlin for the 
Shah’s visit. He was otherwise detained at 
Traunstein borstal for stealing a motor¬ 
bike. Baadar surfaced again later that 
summer and met Gudrun Ensslin for the 
first time. He soon made quite an im¬ 
pression on the ‘Extra-parliamentary Op- 
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[2] YOU CANT GO HOME AGAIN: 1968: THE FRANKFURT DEPT. STORE 
ARSONS - THE SHOOTING OF RUDIDUTSCHKE - THE SPRINGER SIEGE - THE 
ARSON TRIAL AND THE BATTLE OF TEGELER WEG. 


position', described as more of a ‘ Marlon 
Brando type' than a student drop-out, all 
he ever talked about was terrorism and 
stealing cars. 

MARCH 22, 1968: Teufel and Langhans 
cleared of incitement to arson. The 
Kommune I handout was judged to be 
satire. That’s as maybe, but Gudrun 
Ensslin and Andreas Baadar took it very 
seriously. They visited Kommune 1 to see 
if anyone was interested in putting their 
ideas into practice. But no one was except 
Thorwald Proll, a friend of Baadar and 
Ensslin. The three of them drove to 
Munich, where they picked up Horst 
Sohnlein, an old Fassbinder-baiting pal of 
Baadar’s. (‘7 dont throw bombs: I make 
films. ”RWF.) 

APRIL 2: After stopping off at Gudrun’s 
volks in Stuttgart, they arrived in Frank¬ 
furt. In the afternoon the four took a stroll 
round the city centre. Baadar and Ensslin 
went into the Kaufhaus Schneider store, 
took the escalator up to the 3rd floor, tried 
out a few camp beds, wandered briefly 
round the other floors, and left. 

Just before closing time they returned. 
The store was almost empty and the couple 
were anything but discreet. They ran up 
the switched off escalators holding hands 
and, when they thought no one was 
looking, planted an incendiary device in 
the ladies clothing dept. A second bomb 
was placed in a cupboard in the furniture 
dept, and just before the store closed the 
couple ran out into the street. More 
devices were planted that evening in the 
nearby Kaufhof store, but whoever was 
responsible made a better job of con¬ 
cealing the fact. 

Shortly before midnight the third and 
then the first floor of the Kaufhaus 
Schneider went up in flames. A few 
minutes later the Kaufhof was also burn¬ 
ing. Fire engines soon arrived at both 
stores. Nobody was hurt and the damage 
was minimal; $250,000. Baadar, Ensslin, 
Proll and Sohnlein heard the sirens from 
the Club ^Voltaire (a famous revolutionary 
watering hole), and went out to join the 
crowd of onlookers. Afterwards a woman 
they knew put them up in her apartment. 

The following evening they met again at 
Club Voltaire and took their host’s child 
home, so she could stay on at the club. 
10am the next morning, the Frankfurt 
police received a tip-off and a few minutes 
later Baadar, Ensslin, Proll and Sohnlein 
were arrested in the woman’s apartment. 
Various incriminating evidence - the same 
sticky tape, parts of a clock, etc - was T 
found in their car. 

The SDS disowned the action but by and 
large Kommune 1 approved. Some thought 
it amateurish, almost as if they wanted to 
be caught, but at least they’d done 
something. As Bommi Baumann put it: 1 

‘It made no difference to me at the time 
whether they'd set fire to a store or not, 
what mattered was just that people had 
broken out of the system for once. ’ 

APRIL 11: People were getting serious. A 
week after the Frankfurt firebombings, an 
attempt was made on the life of SDS 
leader, Rudi Dutschke. 

Josef Bachmann, a mentally sub-normal 
house painter, took the inter-zone train 
from Munich to Berlin, apparently in¬ 


spired by the neo-nazi ‘Deutsche National 
Zeitung’ (a cutting from which was found 
on him, proclaiming ‘Stop Dutschke 
Now!') He inquired after Dutschke at the 
SDS centre then lay in wait outside his apt. 
building further down the Ku-damm. 

When Dutschke came out on his bike, 
Bachmann approached him, asked if he 
was Rudi Dutschke, then called him a 
‘filthy communist swine' and shot him 3 
times. Dutschke fell off his bike, losing his 
shoes, but managed to get up and stagger 
towards the SDS centre, crying out, “I 
have to go to the barber, I have to go to the 
barber." (according to ‘ Baadari Meinhof 
Group' author, Stefan Aust and he was 
there - In the light of subsequent rev¬ 
olutionary youth culture developments, 
this could have been the most important 
thing Rudi ever said.) 

Apres shooting Bachmann took an 
overdose of sleeping pills and his life, like 
that of his victim, was only just saved in 
hospital. (For the record he succeeded at 
his second suicide attempt.) The over¬ 
riding mood was one of brooding anger, 
until it was announced on the 6.30 news 
that Dutschke had survived. Only then did 
the crowd gathered at the SDS centre act. 
An emotional meeting was held at the 
Technical University and the blame was 
clearly laid to rest on the shoulders of the 
right-wing Springer Press (who had been 
equally reactionary as the neo-nazis in its 
condemnation of the students.) From the 
University the students marched on the 
Springer building in Kochstr. chanting, 
‘Springer out of Berlin! Bild fired the gun 
too!' 

Ulrike Meinhof, who had also been at 
the SDS centre with Aust - they were 
colleagues on Konkret at the time - drove 
him to the Springer compound in her car. 
When they arrived at one of the compound 
gates, a student came up to them and said 
more cars were needed to stop the 
Springer trucks getting out (k la Wapping). 
Ulrike wasn’t too keen on her car being 
part of a barricade, but Aust told her to 
park it on the pavement, so it wasn’t 
blocking the road but was still part of the 
barricade. It didn’t work anyway. The 
police made sure the trucks got through 
and Ulrike Meinhof was one of those 
charged with using force. Once again 
Stefan Aust came to her assistance and 
managed to prove that, even though her 
car was illegally parked, it wasn’t causing 
an obstruction. 

The Springer siege developed into a 
full-blown riot - During which Springer 
trucks were set alight with molotovs 
supplied by one Peter Urbach (who was 
later proved to be a counter-intelligence 
man, in the employ of the government.) 
And in the same weekend a student and a 
press photographer were killed in vicious 
streetfighting in Munich. The Ulrike 
Meinhof column in the May Konkret was 
entitled ‘From Protest to Resistance'. 

SUMMER 1968: The Dutschke assass¬ 
ination attempt was the spark for massive 
demonstrations in Berlin and Bonn, foll¬ 
owed by strikes and occupations at almost 
every university in the FDR. 

The Frankfurt arsonists missed out on ail 
this, awaiting trial in remand centres. 
Andreas Baadar wrote to Kommune 1: 
‘And when Bonn has fallen, leave NATO 
for us...' 


OCTOBER 14: Arson trial finally begins. 
Lawyers include Otto Schilly, Horst Mah¬ 
ler and Gudrun’s old professor Heinitz. 
When the judge first calls Baadar, Thor¬ 
wald Proll stands up instead. The Judge 
proceeds to interrogate Proll until the state 
prosecutor tells him he has the wrong man. 
At which point both of them were ejected 
from court. Sohnlein fought his way out in 
solidarity, and when the judge sentenced 
them to 3 days for bad behaviour, Proll 
shouted “I raise you to 4!" 

On the third day of the trial Gudrun 
Ensslin made a statement saying that she 
and Baadar started the fires, in protest at 
indifference to the Vietnam war, ‘We have 
found that words are useless without 
action. j 

OCTOBER 31: All 4 defendants sen¬ 
tenced to 3 years imprisonment. As their 
appeals go through, one of the lawyers, 
Horst Mahler, was himself in court facing 
an application to stop his practice because 
of his part in the Springer demonstration. 
However the siege of the Springer Com¬ 
pound paled in comparison to the scenes 
outside the Berlin regional court where his 
case was heard. 

In what became known as ‘The Battle of 
Tegeler Weg', 130 police and 22 dem¬ 
onstrators were injured in the worst 
streetfighting ever seen in the FDR. For 
the first time rockers joined in on the side 
of the students, and the police received 
their soundest beating to date. After 
‘Tegeler Weg' police were issued with 
special riot shields, helmets and extra-long 
truncheons. 

APRIL 1969: Ulrike Meinhof stops writing 
for Konkret. The previous year she had 
divorced Klaus Rainer Rohl, the pub¬ 
lisher, and left the Konkret base in 
Hamburg for Berlin with their 2 daughters. 
Now the split was complete, and it wasn’t 
very amicable - at one point Ulrike 
attempted to occupy the Konkret offfice. 
(Not sure where Stefan Aust stood on that. 
Probably in the middle.) 

JUNE 13: Baadar,Ensslin, Proll and 
Sohnlein released on parole, under an 
amnesty for political prisoners in 1969. 
(They had to go back in 1970 if their appeal 
wasn’t succesful.) Baadar and Ensslin 
ended up at the ‘Frankfurt Apprentices' 
Collective' - A popular student cause of the 
time was the plight of young people in state 
run homes (i.e. Borstals.) A large number 
of these ‘apprentices' had run away and 
were living more or less underground, 
assisted by students - Baadar got on 
especially well with the ‘apprentices’ be¬ 
cause it wasn’t that long ago he was one 
himself. And to the boys, Baadar’s prac¬ 
tical experience was infinitely preferable to 
the political theories of the students. 
Baadar would organise ‘sports activities’, 
such as high-speed car chases round the 
inner-circle roads of Frankfurt and ‘Go¬ 
ins’ on restaurants where waiters would be 
harangued. 

Baadar said he wanted to empty all the 
homes in the Federal Republic and unleash 
an army of thousands of inmates. Towards 
this end, he or Ulrike Meinhof took the 
original apprentices to visit other homes, 
recruiting and protesting about conditions. 
When finance wasn’t immediately forth¬ 
coming from the authorities. Baadar and 
Ensslin found they could easily ohtm 
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[3] 1969/70: THE FRANKFURT APPRENTICES SCHEME - THE SCHILLI AND THE 
RASPBERRY REICH - WAYS UNDERGROUND - INSTRUCTIONS FOR TAKING 
UP ARMS AND THE RECAPTURE OF BAADAR. 


donations from the chic-left or ‘Schilli’ - 
lawyers, lecturers and the like (trendy 
lefties). Whenever funds got low, Gudrun 
would say, “Oh well, we’ve got to resort to 
writing begging letters to the liberal shits 
again. ” At weekends the two would drive 
off to play on the consciences of the schilli 
and return with gifts' from the ‘raspberry 
Reich’ (e.g. A Mercedes from the wife of 
a Frankfurt boutique owner.) 
NOVEMBER: This quiet, relatively legal 
spell comes to an end. The Federal High 
Court rejects their appeal and demands 
they return to jail. Only Horst Sohnlein 
obeys, the others decide to go under¬ 
ground. 

Outside the Frankfurt Hertie store they 
got into a friend’s car and set off for 
Hanau. There they switched cars and 
drivers and went on to Saarbriicken; where 
the third and final getaway car was waiting 
to take them over the border into France. 
They spent the night at a schilli house in 
Forbach, Lorraine then drove onto Paris 
in the morning. A safe house had already 
been found for them in the Latin Quarter. 
(The house belonged to Regis Debray, 
Che Guevara’s comrade-in-arms, who had 
been sentenced to 30 years imprisonment 
in Bolivia after Che’s death in 1967. 
However he was released in 1970 because 
of pressure from his influential family.) 

Once they were settled Baadar rang 
Thorwald Proll’s sister, Astrid, and got her 
to bring files, books and the Mercedes 
from Frankfurt. Thorwald met her outside 
the Paris police HQ which was close to 
Debray’s apt. For the next few days the 
four of them took it easy, hanging out in 
Parisian cafes, spending vast amounts of 
schilli money and being recklessly driven 
about by Baadar. 

Then Astrid Proll was sent off to 
Amsterdam to acquire false papers and on 
her return they hit the road again, heading 
south. In Strasbourg they dumped Thor¬ 
wald Proll, who eventually turned himself 
in like Horst Sohnlein. Neither of them 
had anything more to do with the group. 
Baadar, Ensslin and Astrid Proll went on 
to Italy via Switzerland. 

FEBRUARY 1970: A petition had been 
made on their behalf by the likes of Ulrike 
Meinhof and the director of the Frankfurt 
Youth Office, but it too was rejected. 
When Gudrun Ensslin was told the news 
over the phone in Naples, she said,”OK, 
we’ll just have to carry on then. ” 

The lawyer Horst Mahler had visited 
them in Italy and suggested they return to 
Berlin and form an underground group 
with him. After stealing an Alfa-Romeo in 
Rome (their own Mercedes had been 
stolen in Naples) Astrid Proll eventually 
made it back to the FDR, despite crashing 
in a snowstorm in Austria. Baadar and 
Ensslin followed a few days later. Once 
again stopping off at Gudrun’s volks in 
Stuttgart and even visiting the local 
carnival in disguise. 

While Baadar and Ensslin were on the 
run, Ulrike Meinhof had been working on 
a film, ‘ Bambule’ (Resistance), about the 
treatment of young people in custody. 
Apprentices from Frankfurt and their 
Berlin equivalent began turning up at her 
door, and in due course the apprentices’ 
hero, Andreas Baadar and Gudrun Ensslin 
did too. *Hans and Grete ’, as they were 
known to Meinhofs kids, stayed at her 
Kufsteinerstr. apt. for a couple of weeks. 


During this time a loose association 
existed between Dieter Kunzelmann from 
Kommune 1 ; who was also wanted and said 
to be laying property damaging bombs 
about the place; the Horst Mahler group; 
and Baadar/Ensslin. However there was 
soon a clash over leadership between 
Baadar and Kunzelmann - and an in¬ 
surmountable difference in style between 
the ‘radical maoist’ tactics favoured by 
Baadar/ Ensslin and the ‘ Prankster’ dope 
scene that Kunzelmann’s ‘June 2nd Move¬ 
ment’ was to come out of. So Baadar made 
his move on the Horst Mahler group who 
had yet to make the all-important leap 
from theory into practice. 

Horst Mahler’s literal baptism of fire 
was the petrol bombing of admin, offices 
in the Markischer Viertel. Mahler’s mol- 
otov actually missed but he’d shown 
willing. Shortly after he found Baadar and 
Ensslin new accomodation because Ulrike 
Meinhofs apt. was no longer considered 
safe: The entrance hall to the new apt. was 
furnished in a conventional manner, but 
the rooms only contained mattresses and 
bare essentials. Other apartments were 
rented and kept empty in reserve. The 
group was slowly expanding but Ulrike 
Meinhof remained a sympathetic observer, 
not yet ready to take the plunge because 
of her children. 

Next on the agenda was arms; after an 
aborted attempt to steal guns from the 
guards patrolling the wall, Peter Urbach, 
the counter-intelligence man, was sum¬ 
moned. He said he had a crate of WW2 
guns buried in a Buckow cemetary. 
Baadar, Urbach and Mahler went to the 
cemetary but kept getting disturbed when¬ 
ever they started to dig - so that one was 
put on hold. 

The next day Baadar was driving as 
recklessly as ever through Kreuzberg, in 
Astrid Proll’s Mercedes, when he was 
stopped by the police. Although he was let 
off with a warning, the traffic cop later 
recognised him on a Wanted poster. Soon 
‘Schupo’ (Town Police), ‘ Bepo’ (Young 
Reserves), Kripo’ (Criminal) and 'Popo’ 
(Political) - ‘the anti-marxist brothers’ - 
were looking for Baadar in Berlin. 

APRIL 3: Urbach was given another 
chance to find his arms stash. This time 
they actually got to dig but struck paydirt. 
Urbach managed to talk his way out of it 
and they set off for home. Mahler and 
Urbach led in the latter’s car. As they were 
driving through Neukoln, a Kripo radio car 
pulled up beside them. Mahler became 
very nervous but Urbach kept driving. 
Then a second police car swung out infront 
of Astrid Proll’s Mercedes and stopped it. 

Baadar handed over an ID card and 
driving license in the name of ‘Peter 
Chotjewitz’. The ID card had such details 
as how many children Herr Chotjewitz 
had. When the Kripo asked Baadar this, 
he gave the game away somewhat by 
saying he couldn’t remember. He was then 
taken, along with Renate Wolff and Peter 
Homann, the other occupants of the 
Mercedes, for further ID checks. Baadar 
was the only one detained, the others were 
allowed to leave. 

Early the next morning, Horst Mahler 
called the police and, in his capacity as 
Baadar’s lawyer, demanded to know 
where they were holding him. “If you can 
confirm that the person arrested early this 
morning actually is Herr Baadar” came the 
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reply. Horst had put his foot in it. For 
despite being a police station pin-up for 
some months, Baadar hadn’t been pos¬ 
itively identified from his fingerprints. In 
any case it was extremely doubtful that 
Baadar would have been released without 
further checks. As it was he was sent to 
Tegal prison to serve the remainder of his 
3 years. 

Urbach was finally suspected of being a 
police infiltrator, though it seems little 
happened to him accept he wasn’t trusted 
anymore. Baadar, however, wasn’t for¬ 
gotten. He received regular visits from 
Mahler, Mahler’s secretary Monika Ber- 
berich, Ulrike Meinhof and ‘Dr.Gretel 
Weitermeier’ (Ensslin). And plans were 
soon afoot to spring him. 

Monika Berberich had written to the 
prison authorities, requesting permission 
for Baadar to collaborate with Ulrike 
Meinhof on a book about ‘Young people 
on the fringe of society’. On one of her 
visits Ulrike Meinhof asked if Baadar 
would be allowed to visit the ‘German 
Institute for Social Issues’ in Dahlem, to 
research the book. At first the request was 
denied but Horst Mahler, who also hap¬ 
pened to be at Tegel, made ammends for 
his previous blunder by managing to 
persuade the governor. 

Meanwhile, the problem of how to 
obtain arms hadn’t been resolved. The task 
was given to Hans-Jiirgen Backer, because 
of his close ties to the Berlin criminal 
fraternity - but all he could come up with 
was the \NPD ’, a neo-nazi group. After 
some deliberation over the ideological 
soundness of buying arms from nazis, 
Astrid Proll and Irene Goergens went to 
the ‘Wolfs Lair’ bar in Charlottenburg. 
There they met a man called ‘Teddy’ - real 
name, Gunther Voigt - an arms dealer who 
had previously approached the proprietor. 
He took them to a girlfriend’s apt. where 
he kept his stock, and sold them a Beretta 
and a Reck with silencers and ammunition 
for DM2,000. 

MAY 14: Ulrike Meinhof arrived at the 
Institute shortly after 8am, re-arranged the 
furniture and settled down to work. At 
9.30 Baadar’s prison car pulled up outside. 
His 2 guards checked the windows of the 
reading room and agreed to release Baadar 
from his handcuffs so he could work. 
Baadar and Meinhof talked quietly as the 
2 guards looked on. 

Then there was another ring at the door, 
and Irene Goergens and Ingrid Schubert 
were allowed in to look up some facts on 
juvenile delinquent therapy. They sat in 
the hallway pretending to work until the 
doorbell rang again. This time they got up 
to answer it and let in a man in a balaclava, 
brandishing a beretta. 

Librarian Georg Linke rushed into the 
hall and the masked man fired at him, 
putting a bullet in his liver. Linke managed 
to get back into his office, then out of a 
window with his 2 secretaries. Meanwhile 
the masked man was in the adjoining office 
to the reading room, pointing his gun at 
librarian Frau Lorenz. The 2 girls, who 
now had their guns out, rushed passed him 
into the reading room. As the startled 
guards rose, Ulrike Meinhof opened a 
window and jumped out, closely followed 
by Baadar. The other 3 were shooting gas 
and bullets, but aiming low. The guards 
managed to get the gun from the man in 
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the balaclava, but they couldn’t stop him 
and the 2 girls following Meinhof and 
Baadar out the window. Round the comer, 
Astrid Proll was waiting for them in a 
stolen Alfa-Romeo. 

The getaway car was later found by the 
Kripo with a tear-gas pistol and 
‘Introduction to Das Kapital’ under the 
front seat. Georg Linke was seriously 
wounded but he lived. Ulrike Meinhofs 
film ‘Bambule’, which was to have been 
shown around this time, was struck from 
the TV schedule and never shown - With 
her leap out the window of the Institute, 
she effectively ended her succesful career 
as a journalist and became an outlaw. (If 
I repeated that act now I’d just get told off 
by the cardboard factory out the back.) 
JUNE 2: ‘Did the pigs really believe that we 
would let Comrade Baadar languish in 
prison for 2 or 3 years? Did they really 
believe that we would talk about the 
development of class struggle and the 
reorganisation of the proletariat without 
arming ourselves at the same time? Did the 
pigs who shot first believe that we would 
allow ourselves to be shot like cattle without 
violence? Those who dont defend them¬ 
selves die, those who dont die are buried 
alive in prisons , in reform schools, in the 
slums of worker districts, in the stone 
coffins of the new homing developments, in 
the crowded kindergartens and schools, in 
brand new kitchens and bedrooms filled 
with fancy furniture bought on credit. 

‘START THE ARMED RESISTANCE 
NOW! BUILD UP THE RED ARMY! 7 


JUNE 8: Horst Mahler, Hans-Jiirgen 
Backer, Monika Berberich, Brigitte As- 
donk, Manfred Grashof and Petra Schelm 
fly to Beirut from East Berlin. They were 
to go on from Beirut to an A1 Fatah 
training camp in Amman, Jordan, but their 
flight was delayed because of fierce 
fighting between the PLO and King 
Hussein’s troops. 

This meant the germans had to pass 
through the Lebanese checkpoint, and 
some of them only had Berlin ID cards. 
The official on duty decided to impound 
all their papers and hold the group in the 
customs office. After a while the official 
knocked off for the day and locked the 
germans’ papers in his desk. 

Time for another blundering phone-call 
from Horst Mahler. He called the French 
Embassy - who he thought were looking 
after East German interests. They were 
infact only looking after FDR interests - 
and announced who and where he was!, 
before Petra Schelm realised who was at 
the other end and cut him off. But the 
French Embassy dutifully informed the 
FDR, who ordered the Lebanese to arrest 
the group. 

However the Lebanese stalled, not 
particularly wanting to upset the Pales¬ 
tinians - a troop of which shortly arrived at 
the airport and released the germans. 
Some fedayeen went to the house of the 
official, beat him up and demanded the 
key to the desk. But someone else had it 
so they loaded the whole desk into a truck 
and took it with them. 

The Mahler group were put in the Beirut 
Strand for the night - And that’s where the 
Lebanese militia arrested them a few hours 
later, before returning them to the airport, 


where once again they were rescued by the 
Palestinians, who this time took tl 
across the Syrian border to Damasi 
There they received some firearms trail ^ 
from the fedayeen before being driven on 
to Amman. 

JUNE 21: Baadar, Ensslin, Meinhof and 
some others take the U-bahn to Fried- 
richstr. and cross over to East Berlin. 
There they disguised themselves as arabs 
and proceeded to Schonefeld airport. The 
PLO liason man, Said Dudin had brought 
United Arab Emirates passports this time, 
but they were still delayed, not reaching 
Damascus until the following afternoon. 
The Syrians didn’t want to let them in, but 
once again the Palestinians intervened on 
their behalf and escorted them over the 
Jordanian border. 

At Amman the advance party greeted 
them with hugs and kisses. Horst Mahler 
was sporting a Castro-style beard and cap, 
very much the leader of the guerrilla band. 
But not for long. Baadar immediately gave 
him a dressing down for making their trip 
frontpage news back in Germany. Mahler 
might have been a brilliant lawyer but he 
was no match for his venomous former 
client. 

To begin with the group went on a sort 
of revolutionary tourist program. (As did 
many legal parties of european students at 
the time.) Then they insisted that they got 
real military training. Everyone was issued 
with combat gear - except Andreas Baad¬ 
ar. who went through basic training in 
skin-tight leather trousers - and they were 
all armed with Kalashnikov rifles, because 
the camp was under constant threat of 
attack. (A few weeks after the nascent 
RAF left Amman, the camp and most of 
its occupants were wiped out in ‘Black 
September.) 

Baadar soon made sure that the training 
was altered to suit ‘The Job \ as he called 
their proposed urban guerrilla activities. 
This included instruction in ‘How to rob a 
bank ’, which the Algerian camp comm¬ 
andant, Achmed had first hand experience 
of in the Algerian war of independence. 
But it didn’t take long for Baadar and 
Achmed to fall out. Baadar demanded to 
be treated on an equal footing to AJ Fatah 
leader Abu Hassan - When Achmed 
ignored this demand, Baadar called a 
training strike. 

„ During the strike some of the german 
girls sunbathed naked on the roof of their 
building. This caused some consternation 
amongst the young fedayeen, some of 
whom had never seen a naked woman 
before. Achmed put his foot down, 
shouting, “ What do you think this is? This 
isn’t a tourist beach!” To which Baadar 
countered, “The anti-imperialist struggle 
and sexual emancipation go hand in hand, 
fucking and shooting are the same thing!” 

But for once Baadar had met his match 
and the strike was called off. Then Abu 
Hassan came to the camp to attempt to 
give a lecture on the Palestinian struggle. 
He didn’t get very far before he was 
interrupted by shouts of new demands. 
Hassan told Achmed not to stand for 
anymore of it and the next day, when the 
germans complained about their training 
again, Achmed acted. That night a group 
of fedayeen stormed their quarters and 
disarmed them. 

Also, within the group a conflict had 



developed between Baadar and Peter 
Homann, the man suspected of being the 
masked gunman who freed Baadar. 
(Homann knew who it really was but he 
wasn’t grass.) The two were old acqu¬ 
aintances but during the training they’d 
fallen out drastically, and Homann had 
taken to hanging out with Achmed and the 
fedayeen. This aroused suspicion, he was 
called a traitor and there was talk of a 
tribunal. 

Finally the Palestinians had to take 
Homann out of the camp and give him a 
minder. The PLO got him to write a report 
about the group and the political situation 
in the FDR - then Abu Hassan took him 
for a meal and arranged a meeting with the 
others. Homann listened in from another 
room as Hassan guaranteed everybody 
safe passage back to Germany, and arms 
possibly, but ignored Gudrun Ensslin’s 
accusation that Homann was an Israeli spy 
and should be shot. Gudrun also made 
another peculiar request, on behalf of 
Ulrike Meinhof; could her children be 
brought up in one of the Palestinian 
orphan camps. Hassan said, sure if that’s 
what she wanted, but she’d never see them 
again. 

AUGUST 9: The group return to West 
Berlin-via-the East-without a hitch. Peter 
Homann decided to go his own way, the 
PLO gave him an arab passport (in the 
name of Omar Sharif), $200 and a ticket 
on a flight from Beirut to Rome. He 
arrived in Rome a week after the others 
returned to Berlin, and got on a train for 
Hamburg. 

This is where ‘BIM Group’ author, Stefan 
Aust comes back into his own story. After 
the springing of Baadar, Aust had been 
commissioned by (the german) ‘ Panorama 9 
to do a documentary on Ulrike Meinhof. 
In the course of his research he had 
unsuccesfully tried to contact Peter Ho¬ 
mann (who he also knew through Kon- 
kret). When Homann returned from the 
Middle East he contacted Aust and told 
him of the plans for Ulrike Meinhof’s 
children. 

When Ulrike went underground, friends 
had smuggled her kids through France and 
Italy, to a hippy colony near Mount Etna 
on Sicily. Peter Homann had met a woman 
who’d looked after them and she’d told 
him someone was coming from Berlin to 
take them to Jordan. She’d also given 
Homann the password, ‘Prof.Schnase’ and 
a phone number, which Homann rang and 
said someone would be at Palermo airport 
the next day to pick up the girls. Then Aust 
flew down to Sicily, took the girls off the 
hands of the Mount Etna hippies and 
returned them to their father, his old boss 
Klaus Rainer Rohl. 

This landed Aust in a lot of shit with the 
future subjects of his book. When the 
Berlin group called Sicily and found the 
children already gone, they inevitably 
found the woman who’d told Homann and 
Aust and came looking for them. Fort¬ 
unately for Aust, when Baadar and Mahler 
called on him one day, another old friend 
of his persuaded them to let him check the 
place for police first. Aust managed to slip 
out the back, took an extended holiday 
and went around armed for some time 
after. Peter Homann eventually turned 
himself in - when he was no longer 
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Ihorwald Pro//, Horst Sohnleiti , Andreas Baade r f and Gudrun E ms tin 
(left to right) at their arson trial, Frankfurt 1968 . 




The Concept of the Urban Guerrilla 

If we are correct in saying that American imperialism is a paper tiger, 
i.c., that it can ultimately be defeated, and if the Chinese Communists 
are correct in their thesis that victory over American imperialism has 
become possible because the struggle against it is now being waged in 
all four corners of the earth, with the result that the forces of im¬ 
perialism are fragmented, a fragmentation which makes them possible 
to defcat-^if this is correct, then there is no reason to exclude or 
disqualify any particular country or any particular region from taking 
part in the anti-imperialist struggle because the forces of revolution 
are esjtecially weak there and the forces of reaction especially strong. 

As it fs wrong to discourage the forces of revolution by under¬ 
estimating their power, so it is wrong to suggest they should seek 
confrontations in which these forces cannot but be squandered or 
annihilated. The contradiction between the sincere comrades in the 
organizations—let's forget about the prattlers—and the Red Army 
Fraction, is that we charge them with discouraging the forces of 
revolution and they suspect us of squandering the forces of revolu¬ 
tion. Certainly, this analysis does indicate the directions in which the 
fraction of those comrades working in the factories and at local level 
and the Red Army Fraction arc overdoing things, if they arc over¬ 
doing things. Dogmatism and adventurism have since time im¬ 
memorial been characteristic deviations in periods of revolutionary 
weakness in all countries. Anarchists having since time immemorial 
been the sharpest critics of opportunism, anyone criticizing the op¬ 
portunists exposes himself 10 the charge of anarchism. This is some¬ 
thing of an old chestnut. 

The concept of the “urban guerrilla” originated in Latin America. 
Here, the urban guerrilla can only be what he is there: the only 
revolutionary method of intervention available to what are on the 
whole weak revolutionary forces. 

The urban guerrilla starts by recognizing that there will be no 
Prussian order of march of the kind in which so many so-called 
revolutionaries would like to lead the people into battle. He starts by 
recognizing that by the lime the moment for armed struggle arrives, it 
will already be too late to start preparing for it; that in a country 
whose potential for violence is as great and whose revolutionary 
traditions arc as broken and feeble as the Federal Republic's, there 

What is important is that one should have had some political ex¬ 
perience in legality before deciding to take up armed struggle. Those 
who have joined the revolutionary left just to be trendy had better be 
careful not to involve themselves in something from which there is no 
going back. 

The Red Army Fraction and the “urban guerrilla” are that fraction 
and praxis which, because they draw a clear dividing line between 
themselves and the enemy, are combatted most intensively. This 
presupposes a political identity, presupposes that one or two lessons 
have already been learned. 

In our original concept, we planned to combine urban guerrilla 
activity with grass-roots work. What we wanted was for each of us to 
work simultaneously within existing socialist groups at the work place 
and in local districts, helping to influence the discussion process, 
learning, gaining experience. It has become clear that this cannot be 
done. These groups are under such close surveillance by the political 
police, their meetings, timetables, and the content of their discussions 
so well monitored, that K is impossible to attend without being put 
under surveillance oneself. We have learned that individuals cannot 
combine legal and illegal activity. 

Becoming an “urban guerrilla” presupposes that one is clear about 
one's own motivation, that one is sure of being immune to “Bild- 
Zeitung” methods, sure that the whole anti-Semitc-criminal- 
subhuman-murderer-arsonist syndrome they use against revolution¬ 
aries, all that shit that they alone are able to abstract and articulate 
and that still influences some comrades* attitude to us, that none of 
this has any effect on us. RAF 

A hundred flowers have bloomed. 

They are one hundred armed revolutionary 
groups! 

Rote Amite Fraklion (RAF), Dus Konzept Stailt guerilla , April, 1971. 


will not—without revolutionary initiative—eve* be a revolutionary 
orientation when conditions for revolutionary struggle are better than 
they are at present—which will happen as an inevitable consequence 
of the development of late capitalism itself. 

To this extent, the “urban guerrilla” is the logical consequence of 
the negation of parliamentary democracy long since perpetrated by its 
very own representatives; the only and inevitable response to emer¬ 
gency laws and the rule of the hand grenade; the readiness to fight 
with those same means the system has chosen to use in trying to 
eliminate its opponents. The “urban guerrilla” is based on a recogni¬ 
tion of the facts instead of an apologia of the facts. 

The student movement, for one, realized something of what the 
urban guerrilla can do. He can make concrete the agitation and 
propaganda which (emain the sum total of left-wing activity. One can 
imagine the concept being applied to the Springer Campaign at that 
time or to the Heidelberg students* Cabora Bassa Campaign, to the 
squads in Frankfurt, or in relation to the Federal Republic's military 
aid to the comprador regimes in Africa, in relation to criticism of 
prison sentences and class justice, of safety legislation at work and 
injustice there. 

The urban guerrilla can concretize verbal internationalism as the 
requisition of guns and money. He can blunt the state's weapon of a 
ban on communists by organizing an underground beyond the reach 
of the police. The urban guerrilla is a weapon in the class war. 

The “urban guerrilla” signifies armed struggle, necessary to the 
extent that it is the police wjiich make indiscriminate use of firearms, 
exonerating class justice from guilt and burying our comrades alive 
unless we prevent them. To be an “urban guerrilla” means not to let 
oneself be demoralized by the violence of the system. 

The urban guerrilla's aim is to attack the state’s apparatus of con¬ 
trol at certain points and put them out of action, to destroy the myth 
of the system's omnipresence and invulnerability. 

The “urban guerrilla” presupposes the organization of an illegal 
apparatus, in other words apartments, weapons, ammunition, cars, 
and papers. A detailed description of what is involved is to be found 
in Marighella’s Minimanual for the Urban Guerrilla. As for what else 
is involved, we are ready at any time to inform anyone who needs to 
know because he intends to do it. We do not know a great deal yet, 
but we do know something. 
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suspected of being the ‘ masked-man’ - and 
was released after a brief spell remanded 
in custody. 

Meanwhile in Berlin preparations for the 
underground struggle continued. More 
apartments were rented, cars acquired and 
schilli called upon to provide financial 
assistance. Ulrike Meinhof, in particular, 
excelled at the latter - she knew all the 
prominent liberals there were to know - 
but apparently she wasn’t much good at 
anything else. According to Aust, the 
courageous journalist came off even worse 
than the brilliant lawyer Mahler, when 
confronted with the wrath of Andreas 
Baadar and Gudrun Ensslin. (Her im¬ 
portance in the group wasn’t anything like 
the ‘BaadarI Meinhof moniker suggests.) 

New recruits were forthcoming too - 
Hans-Jiirgen Backer made an especially 
important contact when he recruited two 
motor mechanics, Karl-Heinz Ruhland 
and Eric Grusdat. Backer introduced them 
to Horst Mahler, and through a com¬ 
bination of political conviction and fin¬ 
ancial incentive, they agreed to doctor 
stolen cars - changing serial and regist¬ 
ration numbers, re-sprays and so forth - 
but they were soon to be involved more 
directly. 

EARLY SEPTEMBER: Horst Mahler 
told Ruhland and Grusdat that they 
planned to rob 4 banks simultaneously and 
asked if they wanted in. They said they did 
and Grusdat devised metal spiked ‘crow's 
feet' to immobolise any police cars that 
might pursue their getaway cars. 
SEPTEMBER 29: The day of the raids; 
Gudrun Ensslin’s group found that their 
bank, in Siemenstr. was swarming with 
building workers. So Mahler, who was 
co-ordinating, told the Ensslin group to 
join his own (Baadar/ Goergens/ Proll/ 
Grusdat). Then Ruhland and Grusdat 
were driven by Backer to the building next 
to the Berliner bank in Rheinstr. 

Mahler was already there, complaining 
that his synchronised watch had let him 
down and they were 10 minutes early. 
Baadar and the Meinhof protegee, Goerg¬ 
ens arrived next. They all got out their 
balaclavas and guns, Mahler said, “Lets 
go!”, and they stormed into the bank. 

With guns raised, Mahler shouted, “This 
is a stick up! Hands up and keep quiet. 
After all it's not your money. ” Baadar and 
Goergens jumped the counter, waving the 
clerks out of the way with their guns. 
When their briefcases were stuffed full of 
money, they jumped back over the count¬ 
er. Mahler dropped a smoke bomb and 
they all withdrew to the building next door 
and got out the back. The raid took just 3 
minutes. 

The other 2 raids also went off success¬ 
fully. The Mahler group took the most, 
DM154,182; the second DM55,152, from 
the Savings bank in Sudwestkorso; but 
Ulrike Meinhof s group only managed to 
get DM8,134, from the Savings Bank in 
Altonauerstr, overlooking a carton con¬ 
taining DM97,000. Poor old Ulrike came 
in for more stick for this expensive 
oversight. 

OCTOBER 6: A week after the ‘Triple 
Coup' everyone met in the Kurfurstenstr. 
apt. of new members, Jan-Carl Raspe and 
Marrianne Herzog, Backer and Ali Jan¬ 


sen, another newcomer, had been to 
Munsterlager to see if it was possible to 
break into an army arsenal. They thought 
it was and a raid was planned for 
mid-october. 

OCTOBER 8: Ulrike Meinhof and Jan¬ 
sen, who were to organise the raid, leave 
Berlin for West Germany. The same day, 
the Popo receive a tip-off that Baadar, 
Mahler and Ensslin would be meeting at 
an apt. in the name of ‘ Hubner' at 89 
Knesebeckstr. 

Almost immediately the building was 
put under surveillance - but it wasn’t until 
5.30pm that the police moved in - there 
had been no incoming or outgoing visitors 
ail afternoon. Nobody answered the door 
either, but a woman had been spotted at 
the window. The door was forced and the 
woman confronted in the hallway. She’ 
produced ID but the police had already 
found a Lima 9mm pistol, a molotov, 
various inflammable chemicals and car 
number plates. 

The woman, who turned out to be Ingrid 
Schubert, was searched and found to have 
a loaded gun on her person. She was 
arrested and taken away, then the police 
turned the record player on and made 
themselves comfortable. They didn't have 
long to wait before the doorbell rang. The 
police took out their guns and cautiously 
opened the door. Horst Mahler stepped 
into the apartment to find 12 policemen 
pointing their guns at him. 

Apparently Horst was in a ridiculous 
disguise, and one of the police said to him, 
“Do you still think we dont recognise you, 
Herr Mahler?”, to which Mahler gave a 
theatrical bow and said, “My compliments, 
gentlemen.” He was also found to have a 
loaded gun on him. 

Half-an-hour later, after Horst Mahler had 
joined Ingrid Schubert in the cells, another 
woman was spotted listening at the door of 
the Hubner apt. One of the police opened 
the door and pulled Monika Berberich 
inside. 

A few minutes later the bell rang again. 
Monika Berberich tried to shout out but 
several policemen jumped on her. Guns at 
the ready, the door was opened and the 
police found themselves facing the elderly 
next door neighbour, who had come to 
complain about the noise. But before the 
number of reporters gathered outside gave 
the game away, Brigitte Asdonk and Irene 
Goergens also walked into the trap. 

OCTOBER 8: The survivors of the 
Hubner bust meet at Kurfurstenstr. Baad¬ 
ar took control, “Now dont shit in your 
pants. So the pigs have caught a few of us. 
That's no reason to lose your nerve. ” And 
suspicion soon fell on Hans-Jiirgen 
Backer, who knew about the meeting at 
Knesebeckstr. but had excused himself 
from it. Backer was regarded as un¬ 
trustworthy anyway, he was another one 
who didn’t get on with Baadar, not fully 
accepting his authority. In due course he 
arrived to face the music, and when he 
stomped out again, the others saw it as an 
admission of guilt and swore vengeance. 
Astrid Proll later claimed she shot at him 
from a car but missed. 

Next up was how to free Horst. Grusdat 
had already drawn up plans for a mini¬ 
helicopter, which he planned to land in the 
prison exercise yard and fly Mahler and the 


others out. He actually began building it 
but his plan was never to be put into 
action. Meanwhile Grusdat’s partner, 
‘Kali' Ruhland was sent off to join Ulrike 
Meinhof in West Germany. 

NOVEMBER 1: Ruhland meets Meinhof, 
who was called ‘Anna' or * Ram' within the 
group, at Hannover train station and the 
two begin a recon. tour of the FDR. ‘Kali' 
and ‘Rana' visited schilli in Hanover, 
Cologne and Oldenburg, finding quarters 
for the whole group. 

In Oberhausen, they met a very drunk 
Ali Jansen, in the train station bar. So 
drunk infact that he could barely speak. 
Ruhland and Meinhof got him in their car 
and took him to Cologne. Jansen was 
supposed to have been getting them fresh 
ID but he’d spent the money set aside for 
the purpose in the bar. 

The three of them did manage to get into 
the Munsterlager arms depot though. 
Ruhland had it all sussed out and it just 
remained for reinforcements to arrive from 
Berlin before the raid proper. Then Jansen 
got drunk again and left a radio producer’s 
Volkswagen ‘somewhat the worse for wear' 
- as Ulrike told the producer afterwards. 
Ruhland, the mechanic, got so upset at the 
wreck that he punched Jansen in the face. 
Then orders came from Berlin that they 
were to get passports and cars first - So 
they set off again in search of suitable 
municipal buildings and more vehicles. 

By now they had car theft down to a fine 
art - With what was called the ‘Doubles 
Method’, they would wait in a car park 
outside an apt. block, until the desired type 
of car came along - usually Mercedes, 
because they were easiest to short-circuit. 
They then followed the owner up to his/her 
apt. A few days later someone else would 
return with opinion poll ID and ask for 
details of the desired vehicle. Then a new 
log book was forged and they went in 
search of another car with the same 
technical data. This car would be stolen and 
fitted out with the registration and number 
plates of the first car. So there would be 2 
identical cars driving around. If one of the 
‘Doubles' was stopped aqd the police 
checked up with the licence bureau, they 
would find the car really was registered in 
the name the documents said it was. (Later 
this method was simplified to listening into 
details reported on police radio.) 

NOVEMBER 15: Ruhland, Meinhof and 
Jansen break into Neustadt Town Hall and 
help themselves to blank passports, ID 
cards, official seals and notepaper. These 
were all posted back to Berlin. But Ulrike 
Meinhof made a mistake decoding the 
address and the stuff ended up in the 
central sorting office. 

So they had to do it all again. This time 
they moved south to Langgons, near 
Frankfurt, and Ruhland had to force more 
doors. But when they got into the local 
mayor’s safe they found 166 blank ID 
cards, official seals and a passport punch. 
Ruhland got to a bottle of cognac before 
Ali Jansen, but Jansen pocketed some 
money, which he didn’t tell the others 
about until he’d spent it. 

Ulrike Meinhof wanted to do another 
raid that night, but the others talked her 
out of it. They also ruled out a raid on an 
arms depot at Cleves, near the dutch 
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border, and an attempt to buy machine 
guns in Hamburg didn’t come off either. 

A few days after the Langgons raid, 
Jan-Carl Raspe (‘Fred’) arrived at their 
quarters in Polle. When Meinhof and 
Ruhland went to pick up the car Raspe 
arrived in, Meinhof almost got herself 
caught. The police had the car under 
surveillance and approached her as she got 
into it. Her papers checked out OK but she 
panicked and tried to run. That wasn’t 
eough to arrest her for - the police 
eventually let her go - but her picture on 
Wanted posters throughout West Ger¬ 
many should have been. 

The arrival of Raspe also caused person¬ 
al problems amongst the recon. group. 
Raspe, an SDS and Kommune II veteran, 
soon ousted the less cool Ruhland from 
Ulrike’s favours. (In ‘Hitler’s Children’ 
Jillian Becker goes into far greater detail 
about this sort of thing than I can be 
bothered to.) Raspe and Meinhof left 
Ruhland behind in Polle when they drove 
north to Bremen, then all three went to 
look at banks in Oberhausen. Arms were 
finally acquired in Frankfurt from A1 Fatah 
reps. Ulrike Meinhof bought 23 9mm 
Firebirds for DM450 (normal price - with 
a licence - DM127). Raspe and Ruhland 
took one each, 5 were left in a Frankfurt 
safehouse (a journalist’s apt.) and the rest 
were mailed in 2 parcels to Berlin. 

The bungalow they’d been staying in at 
Polle was now abandoned in favour of the 
journalist’s apt. in Frankfurt. And more 
safe houses had to be found for the others 
now on their way from Berlin. Baadar had 
sent Ulrich Scholze and Teeny Stachowiak 
to Nuremberg first to case banks. Holger 
Meins - an underground film maker who 
had joined the group because of increasing 
police harrassment - and his protegee, 
Beate Sturm, came direct to Frankfurt. 
Ulrike Meinhof rented another bungalow 
in the country and found a writer, who 
didn’t know her but was persuaded to put 
some people up. Namely, Scholze, St¬ 
achowiak, Astrid Proll, Marrianne Herzog 
and Petra Schelm. 

DECEMBER 12: Baadar and Ensslin 
arrive in Frankfurt. 

DECEMBER 15: Along with the advance 
party and Meins and Sturm, they take up 
residence at the Bad Kissingen Sana¬ 
torium, a massive but dilapidated place 
known to more schilli friends of Meinhof. 
After a few days there everyone moved on 
to prepare for more bank raids in the 
Ruhr. 

DECEMBER 20: Ruhland was driving 
Beate Sturm, Ali Jansen and a friend of 
Jansen’s through Oberhausen looking for 
cars, when they were stopped by police. 
Unusually there was something wrong with 
Ruhland’s papers and he took the op¬ 
portunity to give himself up. He made sure 
that the others got away first, but it wasn’t 
long before he started to talk. 

That night his erstwhile partner, Ulrike 
Meinhof, bolted at another police check¬ 
point, leaving a new blonde haired picture 
of herself for the Wanted posters. After 
the arrest of Ruhland all the Frankfurt 
apartments were raided, but the group’s 
attention had by then moved to Nurem¬ 
berg. Uli Scholze and Astrid Proll went 
ahead on recon, then Ulrike Meinhof and 
Ali Jansen joined them. 

Scholze and Jansen were the next to go. 


Late one night the four of them were 
attempting to steal a Mercedes. They 
managed to get it started but it backfired 
and awoke its owner, who called the 
police. Meinhof and Proll got away but 
Scholze and Jansen’s car was followed and 
stopped by plain clothes police. Uli 
Scholze went quietly, but Ali Jansen went 
for his gun as he was being frisked. The 
plain clothes men dived for cover as he 
fired, and Jansen got into their car but 
couldn’t get it started - by which time the 
guns were turned on him. 

The treatment he then recieved was 
actually acknowledged at his trial (quite 
unusual) but he still went down for 10 
years for attempted murder. Uli Scholze, 
on the other hand, was freed the next day 
and went back to his mother and college. 

LATE 1970: Fed. Interior Minister Gen- 
scher persuades the various Lander min¬ 
isters to bring the ‘Baadar/ Meinhof 
investigation under the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Criminal Investigation Office 
(Bundeskriminalant- BKA for short). Al¬ 
fred Klaus of the BKA, chosen to set up a 
special commission on terrorism. Klaus 
moves into a suite of offices in the Bonn 
security group building and writes a 60 
page preliminary report, covering the 
history of the group from the time of the 
Frankfurt arsons. 

Around this time Horst Mahler was also 
writing about the group from his prison 
cell. However his ‘Statement of Position \ 
published under the title ‘New Traffic 
Regulations’ , didn’t receive the approval of 
those still at large. Infact they disowned it 
completely and crossed Horst off their 
rescue list. Ulrike Meinhof was given the 
job of writing a manifesto in case anybody 
thought Horst’s represented all of them. 

Meinhofs ‘Urban Guerrilla Concept’ 
was the first communique since the freeing 
of Baadar and the first time the group went 
under the ‘Red Army Faction’ moniker. Its 
cover bore the now famous ‘RAF’ ab¬ 
breviation on a picture of a Kalashnikov 
submachine gun. The name was chosen 
more as a joke than anything, because of 
what the original (british) RAF and 
(russian) Red Army did to the original 
german Nazis. 

JANUARY 1971: After casing 2 banks in 
Kassel (Astrid Proll’s home town) Beate 
Sturm calls her parents and returns home 
while she still can. 

JANUARY 15: The 2 Kassel banks are 
raided; final takings - DM114,530. 
FEBRUARY 2: Hans-Jurgen Backer 
arrested. 

FEBRUARY 10: Astrid Proll and Man¬ 
fred Grashof are followed out of a 
Frankfurt restaurant by Michael 
Griinhagen, a counter-intelligence man 
who had already been exposed in the 
Berlin underground paper ‘AG1T 883’. In 
turn Griinhagen was being followed by 
Det. Chief Supt. Heinz Simons of the 
Bonn Security Group. 

In due course, Simons and Griinhagen 
stopped Proll and Grashof and asked to 
see their papers. Thereupon Grashof 
pulled out a gun and yelled at Proll, “Get 
out of here, run for it!” Both Proll and 
Grashof got away in the end - the latter 
thanks to a sympathetic passer-by who 
steered him cfear of the danger-zone and 


bought him a u-bahn ticket. Proll was 
unarmed and Grashof didn’t fire his gun 
even though Simons shot at him. 

However, when Astrid Proll was cap¬ 
tured in Hamburg on May 6, this incident 
was made into a highly suspect attempted 
murder charge. And it was not until her 
second trial that it was finally dropped. 
(After her first she was released on health 
grounds and absconded to London where 
she was eventually hounded down by the 
press and extradited.) There had also been 
Federal counter-intelligence men around 
at the time and they’d filed a memo saying 
she didn’t shoot. This memo didn’t appear 
until 8 years after the incident. 

Immediately after the incident, though, 
the biggest nationwide manhunt so far 
began. Apartments that Ruhland had 
named were raided in Gelsenkirchen, 
Frankfurt, Hamburg and Bremen. The 
Schilli had a pretty hard time of it. The 
press got in on the act and many an 
innocent Baadar or Meinhof lookalike was 
pulled in. 

The ‘Socialist Patients’ Collective’ (SPK) 
was founded at Hiedelberg University in 
February 1970 by Dr. Wolf gang Huber. 
During 1969 Huber had been frequently 
reprimanded for refusing to co-operate with 
his colleagues in the Psychiatric/ Neuro¬ 
logical dept, of the University. In December 
he got his group therapy patients to protest 
against the University director, saying; the 
late capitalist society of the FDR is sick, and 
therefore continually producing physically 
and psychologically sick people; the pati¬ 
ents went on to say that this could only be 
remedied by a violent revolutionary change 
in society'. 

On February 21, 1970, Huber was 
sacked. Thereupon he mobilised his group- 
therapy patients and occupied the admin, 
offices of the University-hospital. While the 
patients went on hunger strike, Huber went 
to warn the director that some of them 
might commit suicide. The director gave 
way, reinstated Huber on full pay and gave 
him 4 rooms until September. 

In March the newly formed SPK an¬ 
nounced that it would not prepare a 
scientific presentation of its views and 
actions because it was ‘already entirely 
legitimised by praxis.’ The SPK group 
therapy/ working circles were officially: 
Dialectics, Marxism, Sexuality, Education 
and religion. Unofficially they were; Ex¬ 
plosives, Radio Transmission (listening into 
police radio), Photography (compiling 
photos of all personnel, buildings, etc of the 
Heidelberg police), Judo and Karate. 

‘Patients Info. No.l’ declared, 

4 Comrades! There must be no therapeutic 
act which has not previously been clearly 
and uniquely shown to be a revolutionary 
act. The system has made us sick. Let us 
strike the death blow at the sick system. ’ A 
4 mentally ill’ girl, who was sent to Dr. Hub¬ 
er for treatment, was returned to her parents 
after 2 weeks, because ‘she had made no 
noticeable political progress’. 

FEBRUARY 1971: SPK members Sieg¬ 
fried Hausner and Carmen Roll attempt to 
bomb the FDR president’s train - but by the 
time Roll got to Heidelberg station with the 
bomb, the train had gone. 

SPRING 1971: SPK begins to arm itself 
and link up with the RAF; making SPK 
members available to bolster the RAF’s 
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dwindling ranks. Thus a second generation 
RAF was formed by SPK members; 
Gerhard Muller, Elisabeth Von Dyck, 
Knut Folkerts, Ralf Baptist Friedrich, 
Siegfried Hausner, Sieglinde Hofmann, 
Klaus Jiinschke, Bernhard Rossner, Car¬ 
men Roll, Margrit Schiller and Lutz 
Taufer. Simultaneously there were still 
members of the SPK who thought they were 
receiving self-help therapy. 

JUNE 24: SPK members, Ralf Reinders 
and Alfred Mahrlander stopped at a police 
checkpoint. There was a car chase and 
some shooting. One of the police took a 
bullet in the arm. After this there was a 
massive round-up of the SPK, including 
Dr. Huber and his wife. The ones that got 
away go underground and join the RAF. In 
that week’s ‘Patient Info' No.51, every 
‘SPK’ was replaced by ‘RAF’ 

JULY 22: SPK announces its dissolution 
and becomes ‘IZRU’ (Information Zen- 
trum Rote Volks-Universitat), proposing 
the formation of guerrilla cells. Gone was 
the original autonomous collective, re¬ 
placed by an ‘inner circle’ of about 12 
people, who constituted the political leader¬ 
ship of the 300- 500 members. 

SPRING 1971: Horst Mahler, Irene Goer- 
gens and Ingrid Schubert go on trial in 
Berlin for their part in the Baadar rescue. 
2 months later Goergens and Schubert 
were found guilty of being accessories and 
get 6 and 4 years youth custody res¬ 
pectively. Horst Mahler was found not 
guilty but he was held under ‘Paragraph 
129’ (membership of an illegal organ¬ 
isation) because he still had a couple more 
charges to go. 

JULY 8: Tommy Weisbecker and Georg 
Von Rauch tried for assaulting a journalist 
from the Springer magazine, ‘Quick’ 
(german ‘Tit-bits’). Georg is convicted but 
Tommy acquitted. However the court 
managed to mix them up, so Georg 
escaped and went underground and Tom¬ 
my had to be released when he revealed 
that he wasn’t Georg. (Does that make 
sense?) 

‘JUNE 2 MOVEMENT’ formed shortly 
after this, as a sort of anarcho-situationist 
alternative to the RAF. When former 
Kommune 1 member, Bommi Baumann 
took the helm of J2M on his release from 
jail, Baadar and Ensslin asked them to join 
the RAF in Hamburg. But Baumann 
turned down their offer, preferring to stay 
in Berlin and concentrate on rescuing 
people from prison. 

JULY 15: 3,000 police cordon off main 
roads all over the FDR to carry out traffic 
checks for wanted RAF members. That 
afternoon a BMW (“Baadar-Meinhof-Wa- 
gen”) breaks through one of the 15 
roadblocks in Hamburg. A police Mer¬ 
cedes takes chase and manages to force the 
BMW off the road. The occupants: Wener 
Hoppe and Petra Schelm run off in 
different directions. 

Hoppe was followed by a helicopter and 
surrendered, surrounded by 80 policemen. 
The accounts of Petra Schelm’s fate vary 
quite drastically - But whether she went 
out in a hail of machine gun bullets, 
‘Bonnie and Clyde’ style (‘Hitler’s Child¬ 
ren’), or by a single bullet from a police 
marksmen after she refused to give herself 
up (‘Baadar-Meinhof Group’), the end 


result was the same; 19 year old Petra 
Schelm was the first casualty in the ‘War 
of the 6 against the 6 million. ’ 

SEPTEMBER 1: Horst Herold becomes 
Chief Commissioner of the BKA, and 
begins to change it into a german FBI: First 
he gets Interior Minister Genscher to 
approve a decentralising communication 
system between the BKA and regional 
police. Then he installs a computer centre 
at his Weisbaden HQ and meticulously 
learns how to use it. 

In the end Herold became so obsessed 
with his computer that he moved into the 
Complex, so he could be with it all the time , 
Nothing was denied it. Not only was it fed 
with data of wanted persons, but with data 
of defendants already on trial and ‘people 
who represented a danger. ’ 

In 1979 a review of Herold’s system listed 
37 data files containing 4.7 million names 
and 3,100 organisations. The fingerprint 
collection contained 2.1 million sets of 
prints. The photographic section, 1.9 
million pictures. The handwriting file, 
6,000 samples of writing. And there was a 
‘Personal ID Centre’ with biographies of 
3,500 people. The heart of the BKA’s 
‘electronic memory’ was the ‘PIOS’ (Per¬ 
sons/ Institutions! Objects! Items) Data-file. 

‘PIOSl Terrorism’ contained 135,000 peo¬ 
ple, 5,500 institutions, 115,000 objects and 
74,000 items. Not to mention the ‘ Contactsi 
Surveillance of detainees’ file which listed 
6,632 people who had merely visited 
terrorist suspects in prison. 

As Horst Herold stored and processed all 
his data, thinking up fantastic ideas of 
combatting all crime - not just terrorism, he 
would alternate between omnipotence - ‘I 
could have stopped the Nazis. ’- and 
despondency - during the Baadar!Meinhof 
trial, he said the only difference between the 
terrorists in their isolation blocks and him 
in his ‘own personal Stammheim was he 
didn’t get any public sympathy. Herold saw 
himself as the man who won the 70’s war 
against terrorism and felt his Big Brother’ 
image was cruelly unfair. 

Over the years Herold developed a weird 
love-hate relationship with Andreas Baad¬ 
ar. Herold was proud of the fact that 
Baadar made his articles on counter-terror¬ 
ism required reading for new RAF mem¬ 
bers, and rather predictably once said, 
“Baadar was the only man who ever really 
understood me, and Tm the only man who 
ever really understood him. ” Herold also 
agreed with the RAF that what they were 
doing should be treated as political and 
military, not as ordinary criminal activity. 
However where it would lead if Herold was 
allowed to act on this conclusion (further 
than he did) doesn’t bare thinking about. 

In March 1981 Herold retired to a modest 
little house in the grounds of a police 
barracks in southern Germany, surrounded 
by a fence and bullet proof parapet. Here 
he whiles away the days, working out new 
programs to fight crime on the computer 
system in the basement, only venturing out 
accompanied by 2 BKA men armed with 
submachine guns. 

SEPTEMBER 25: 2 policemen, both 
named Ruf but not related (Those long 
winter nights must have just flown passed), 
are shot at as they approach a wrongly 
parked car on the Freiburg-Basel auto¬ 


bahn. One of them is seriously wounded, 
the other shot through the hand. They 
identify their assailants as Holger Meins 
and Margrit Schiller. 

MID-OCTOBER: Baadar and Ensslin 
return to Berlin. Plans afoot to kidnap the 
american, british and french zone comm¬ 
anders in biggest RAF operation so far. 
But first Baadar and Ensslin agree to help 
in an attempt to rescue Irene Goergens 
and Ingrid Schubert (as long as they rejoin 
the RAF and not J2M). Baadar suggested 
they bombard the police barracks at 
Ruhleben with anti-aircraft guns as a 
diversion, but no one could get hold of the 
guns. Then the rescue attempt itself was 
aborted because the girls failed to saw 
through their prison bars. 

From there on things went downhill 
between the RAF and J2M. Gudrun 
Ensslin chastized Bommi Baumann for 
smoking too much dope, not taking ‘the 
Job’ seriously enough and being too 
promiscuous. On the other hand Baadar 
had fallen almost totally under the in¬ 
fluence of speed, chain-smoking gauloise 
and drinking excessive amounts of coffee. 

After the bust-up with J2M Baadar and 
Ensslin’s accomodation was provided by 
acquaintances from the old student days, 
Katharina Hammerschmidt and Edelgard 
G. 

NOVEMBER 9: Edelgard G. is arrested 
and told she will never see her child again 
unless she talks. After 3 weeks she makes a 
statement and is set free . 

MARCH 27, 1972: The German Press 
Agency receives a photo of a woman 
covered in tar; attached to it is a typed note 
saying;’This is Edelgard G, an informer 
who is hand in glove with the killer pigs. 
Long live the RAF!’ Despite further 
questioning by the police, Edelgard G. 
didn’t make anymore statements. 

Katharina Hammerschmidt came off a 
lot worse. She eventually gave herself up 
after being on the run for some time. In 
prison she developed a tumour, which 
prison doctors failed to notice. Before 
outside help was allowed in, it turned 
malignant and she died. 

OCTOBER 22: Another shootout in 
Hamburg. This time the police suffer a 
casualty. Margrit Schiller was being chased 
by 2 policemen, when 2 other RAF 
members (identified as Irmgard Moller 
and Gerhard Muller) came to her assist¬ 
ance. In the gun battle, one of the 
policemen, Norbert Scmid, is hit 4 times 
and dies on his way to hospital. 
OCTOBER 23: Margrit Schiller, who still 
got caught, is somewhat gratuitously 
displayed to press photographers; and a 
reward of DM10,000 is offered for in¬ 
formation leading to the capture of the 
others. 

OCTOBER 25: Apt. of a pop singer, away 
on tour, raided in neighbouring Popp- 
enbuttel district of Hamburg. Signs that it 
had been recently vacated - RAF para- 
phenalia, tons of explosives, 2,600 bullets, 
detonators, walkie-talkies, police uniforms 
and a list of ‘progressive pastors; to be 
asked for assistance. ’ 

NOVEMBER: Parcel labelled ‘Glass; 
Handle with care’ mailed from a town near 
Hamburg to a Berlin pottery, comes open 
and bullets fall out. Police find 6 other 
parcels, waiting collection at the pottery; 
containing 16 Firebird and Parabellum 
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pistols, 3 automatic rifles, silencers and 
sights, 3,280 cartridges, explosives and 
detonators, walkie-talkies, wigs and bear¬ 
ds, number plates, car ignition locks, you 
name it. 

DECEMBER 4: Berlin police step up the 
hunt for RAF/J2M. Border checks in¬ 
tensified. Everybody from estate agents to 
key cutters asked to co-operate. 

Plain clothes police, supported by coun¬ 
ter-intelligence, stop a stolen Ford Transit 
and a Volkswagen in Eisenacherstr. One 
of the occupants of the 2 vehicles does a 
runner, the other 3 are lined up against a 
wall with their hands above their heads. 
Georg Von Rauch goes for his gun and is 
shot dead on the spot. 

In the ensuing chaos, Bommi Baumann 
gets away, losing his pursuers by joining a 
group of Hare Krishnas on the Ku-damm. 
Then he got some of his teenage girlfriends 
(who Gudrun Ensslin disapproved of so 
much) to walk him through the police 
checkpoints to safety. 

DECEMBER 5: 7,000 take to the streets 
in protest at the Von Rauch killing. 

RAF hardcore move back to West Ger¬ 
many to usher in the new year with a 
bombing campaign. Frankfurt, once more, 
becomes the centre of activity. 

Just before Xmas, Holger Meins visits 
Dierk Hoff, a metal sculptor he knew 
through the Berlin Film Academy, and 
tells him he’s working on a film which 
needs technical assistance. Hoff asked 
what the film was about and Meins replied, 
“It’s kind of revolutionary fiction.” He 
agreed to help anyway, and Meins got him 
to reproduce a grenade casing and a bomb 
mould which could be attached to a corset 
- Hoff was told this was for the final scene, 
where a woman pretends to be pregnant so 
she can plant a bomb in a toilet. By then 
he was having doubts but he was in too 
deep and had to continue producing more 
and more realistic props. 

DECEMBER 22: During a bank raid in 
Kaiserlautern the police suffer another 
casualty. The raid was later accredited to 
former SPK members, but at the time 
there was nothing to connect it directly to 
the RAF. Nonetheless, the press (namely 
the Springer papers) use the incident to 
whip up further Baadar-Meinhof fear and 
loathing. 

JANUARY 1972: A Cologne police sgt. 
nearly netted the biggest fish of them all/ 
got himself killed, when he decided to 
check out the driver of a BMW with Berlin 
plates. When the driver wound down his 
window, the sgt. pointed the barrel of his 
gun at him and asked to see his papers. 
Instead of papers, Andreas Baadar prod¬ 
uced a long-barrelled shot-gun. As the sgt. 
swerved out of the way and fired his own 
gun, Baadar sped away. 

FEBRUARY: Bomb explodes in the 
British Yacht Club in West Berlin; a 
gesture of solidarity with the IRA. 
FEBRUARY 21: RAF raid the Mortgage 
Bank in Ludwigshafen, wearing carnival 
masks, and get away with DM285,000. 
MARCH 1: Richard Epple, a 17 year old 
apprentice is mowed down by a police 
machine gun after a car chase through 
Tubingen. The reason he didn’t stop - 
Richard Epple was driving without a 
licence. 


MARCH 2: After a tip-off, Tommy 
Weisbecker and Carmen Roll are seen 
leaving an apt. in Augsberg. They’re 
followed to a hotel, outside which Tommy 
is shot dead before he had a chance to 
produce his ID/gun (depending on which 
story you believe). Former SPK member 
Carmen Roll was arrested shortly after¬ 
wards. 2 weeks later, she was administered 
a near lethal dose of Ether by prison 
doctors. 

Same day, in Hamburg, police occupy 
an apt. in a building where a RAF forgery 
workshop had been discovered. After 
dark, Manfred Grashof and Wolfgang 
Grundmann walk into the apt. The police 
are quicker on the draw once more. 
Grundmann puts his hands up but Grashof 
returns fire. A supt. and Grashof take 2 
bullets apiece. The policemen died 2 weeks 
later. But Grashof survived - only to be 
removed from hospital and put in an 
ordinary prison cell with the lights on day 
and night. 

MARCH 29: Till Meyer of J2M arrested 
in Bielefeld after another shoot out. No 
casualties this time. 

APRIL 19: 400 police raid the (‘Georg 
Von) Rauch Haus’ in Kreuzberg. 27 
apprentices taken away for questioning but 
J2M members in residence had made 
themselves scarce. 


MAY 15: A red Volkswagen, containing 
Frau Gerta Buddenberg, explodes in 
Karlsruhe. She’s the wife of Judge Wolf¬ 
gang Buddenberg, the judge responsible 
for most of the RAF arrest warrants and 
for moving Manfred Grashof from hospital 
to an isolation cell. Frau Buddenberg 
wasn’t killed but left crippled by the bomb 
which was intended for her husband. RAF 
Communique #3, claiming responsibility 
for the ' Manfred Grashof Commando’, 
was the first of many attacks on the strict 
isolation torture RAF prisoners were 
forced to endure. 


MAY 19: 2 bombs explode in the Springer 
building on Kaiser-Wilhelmstr. Hamburg. 
3 other bombs in the building fail to go off, 
and 3 warning phone calls ignored - bomb 
threats were quite a common occurence at 
Springer concerns. In all 17 people in¬ 
jured. 

RAF Communique #4; * Springer would 
rather risk seeing his workers and clerical 
staff injured by bombs than risk losing a 
few hours’ working time, which means 
profit, over a false alarm. To capitalists, 
profit is everything and the people who 
create it are dirt. We are deeply upset to 
hear that workers and clerical staff were 
injured. ’ 


MAY 24: 2 car bombs explode within 15 
seconds of each other outside a barracks 
and mess hall at the european HQ of the 
US Army in Hiedelberg. A Vietnam Vet. 
Captain and 2 sergeants are killed (one by 
a Coca-cola machine that fell on top of 
him) and 5 more GIs wounded. 

RAF Communique #5, claiming res¬ 
ponsibility for ‘July 15 Commando’ (date 
Petra Schelm was killed): ‘On monday, the 
foreign minister in Hanoi again accused the 
USA of bombarding densely populated 
areas in North Vietnam. In the last 7 weeks 
the USAF has dropped more bombs over 
Viemam than were dropped over Germany 
and Japan together in the whole of the 
Second World War. The Pentagon is trying 
to stop the North Vietnamese offensive with 
more than a million bombs. This is 
Genocide, Murder of the People, Annihil¬ 
ation, Auschwitz.’ 


MAY 29: Horst Herold calls together the 
leaders of all the regional commissions to 
announce a nationwide sweep search on 
May 31. It is to involve the entire FDR 
police force and is code-named ‘Operation 
Watersplash. ’ 

However, when Herold’s big break 
came it had nothing to do with the search. 
It came from an anonymous tip-off that 
young people in big cars were bringing gas 
cylinders to a garage in the Hofekweg 
district north of Frankfurt. BKA men 
located the garage and checked it out. 
Substances they found, which were con¬ 
firmed to be explosives, were replaced 
with bonemeal and the garage staked out. 


‘The Primary of Praxis; whether it is right 
to organise armed resistance now depends 
on whether it is possible. This can only be 
ascertained in practice. ’ 

MAY: USAF mine harbours in North 
Vietnam. Series of bombings in West 
Berlin in protest. 

MAY 11: 3 pipe-bombs go off in the 
entrance and officers’ club of the 5th US 
Army Corps, stationed at the IG Farben 
building in Frankfurt. 13 american soldiers 
are injured and Lt.Col. Paul Bloomquist, 
Vet. of 2 tours of Nam, is killed by a shard 
of glass which gets him in the throat. 
Estimated damage to the IG Farben 
building, DM1 million. 

‘West Berlin and West Germany will no 
longer be a safe hinterland for the strategists 
of extermination in Vietnam. They must 
know that their crimes against the Viet¬ 
namese people have made them new and 
bitter enemies, that there will be nowhere in 
the world left where they can be safe from 
the attacks of revolutionary guerrilla units. 

‘...WE DEMAND THE IMMEDIATE 
END OF THE MINE BLOCKADE OF 
NORTH VIETNAM... WE DEMAND 
THE COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL OF 
AMERICAN TROOPS FROM INDO¬ 
CHINA ... VICTORY TO THE VIET- 
CONG.’ 

- RAF Communique #1, claiming res¬ 
ponsibility for the ‘Petra Schelm Com¬ 
mando. ’ 

MAY 12: 2 explosive devices go off in the 
Augsberg Police HQ. 5 policemen injured. 
Same day in Munich, a car bomb is 
detonated in the car park of the State 
Criminal Investigation Office. 60 cars 
destroyed and most of the buildings’ 
windows. RAF Communique #2 claims 
responsibility, for both bombings for the 
‘Tommy Weisbecker Commando.’ 
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Bomb damage in the parking lot of USAEUR barracks, Heidelberg, May 
1972. 
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RAF prisoners spend first year of im¬ 
prisonment in seperate jails; isolated not 
only from ordinary prisoners but from each 
other. Ulrike Meinhof spends a year in 
almost complete acoustic isolation before 
bad publicity forces the prison authorities 
to move her. In a letter smuggled out, she 
tried to describe it; 

‘The feeling that your head is exploding... 
the feeling of your spinal chord being 
pressed into your brain... furious aggress¬ 
ion for which there is no outlet. That's the 
worst thing. A clear awareness that your 
chance of survival is nil ...' 

RAF code of conduct in jail: ‘Not a word 
to the pigs, in whatever guise they may 
appear, particularly as doctors. Not a single 
word. And naturally we give them no 
assistance, never lift a finger to help them. 
Nothing but hostility and contempt... No 
provocation; that’s important. But we will 
defend ourselves implacably, relentlessly, 
with what human methods we have. ’ 

SEPTEMBER 20: Ulrike Meinhof is taken 
to Zweibriicken prison to take part in an 
identity parade. Naturally against her will. 
In fact she objected so much, that the 
other women in the parade were told to act 
like they were resisting, the resulting chaos 
- with all the women struggling and 
shouting, “Tm Ulrike Meinhof7” - made it 
impossible for the witnesses to recognise 
the real one. Even though she was then the 
most famous woman in Germany. 


JUNE 1: 5.50am. A Porsche Targa pulls 
up outside the garage and 3 men get out. 
2 of the men, Holger Meins and Andreas 
Baadar, go into the garage, the third man, 
Jan-Carl Raspe, stayed outside by the 
Porsche. Soon he became aware that he 
was not alone. Infact several hundred 
police were swarming all over the place. 
* Hitler’s Children’, predictably claims he 
tried to leg it, but Stefan Aust’s version has 
it that first a squad car approached him and 
told him to stay put, then 2 policemen 
rushed him. Raspe then took flight, firing 
as he ran but was eventually captured in a 
nearby garden.(A male nurse, on his way 
to work, was also pounced upon and 
arrested before he could explain himself.) 

In the meantime, one of the surveillance 
cars had been pushed up against the garage 
doors and Baadar had fired through the 
side of the doors. Then holes were 
knocked in the thick glass panels at the 
back of the garage. At this point, Baadar 
and Meins were laughing and waving their 
guns at the police. 

After tear gas was shot through the 
holes, the top BKA man on the scene told 
them to throw out their guns, take off their 
outer clothing and come out with their 
hands up. Baadar and Meins pushed one 
side of the door out. The police, thinking 
they were about to surrender, removed the 
car. Thereupon, Baadar flung the teargas 
grenades back at the police. 

7.45am. An armoured car was driven into 
the garage doors and more tear gas fired 
into the garage. 

Finally, a Det.Sgt. Honke got into an 
overlooking apt, where he got Baadar in 
his sights and shot him in the leg. Shortly 
after that, Holger Meins came out with his 
hands up. He was ordered to strip to his 
underpants then walk towards the police 
line. 

10 minutes later, the armoured car went 
in once more, this time supported by police 
in bullet-proof vests. They found Andreas 
Baadar, hair dyed blond, lying bleeding, 
still clutching his gun. One of the police 
kicked it out of his hand then 4 of them 
dragged him away, still struggling, on a 
stretcher. 

These events were relayed live across 
the FDR by a Frankfurt TV crew who 
stopped off on their way to a race track - 
but what wasn’t shown to the good volks 
of the FDR was the brutal beating ad¬ 
ministered to Holger Meins when he 
arrived in the police cells. 

After the arrest of Baadar, Meins and 
Raspe, Gudrun Ensslin joined Ulrike 
Meinhof, Klaus Jiinschke and Gerhard 
Muller in Hamburg. Spirits were under¬ 
standably low, as Jiinschke put it, ( Tt was 
like going downhill out of control, if you 
jump out you’re done for, if you carry on 
you’re done for just the same. ” 

JUNE 7: Ensslin was being driven through 
Hamburg by Jiinschke. She thought he was 
driving erratically, so they switched to a 
taxi, the driver of which looked at her 
suspiciously. Panicking, Gudrun went to a 
boutique to buy new clothes, and while she 
was trying something on, the manageress 
moved her jacket and saw her gun. The 
manageress called the police and delayed 
her until two policemen arrived. Ther- 
upon, Gudrun made calmly for the door 
but was grabbed by one of them; and after 


a desperate struggle - during which she put 
both cops on the ground - she was 
overpowered. 

Police report of apt. search, key to which 
found on Gudrun Ensslin at time of arrest: 

‘Re: Hunt for violent anarchist criminals. 
Subject: Conspirators’ apt. at 71 Seidenstr. 
Stuttgart. 

Attached: 22 Mickey Mouse comic books. 
The attached Mickey Mouse comic books 
were found in the above' mentioned apt. 
There are good grounds for suspecting that 
these Mickey Mouse books were read by the 
gang member Andreas Baadar.’ 

JUNE 9: Brigitte Mohnhaupt and Bernard 
Braun arrested in Berlin. 

JUNE 15: The Schilli finally turn on, and 
turn in, Ulrike Meinhof. Fritz Rodewald, 
a left-wing teacher and trade-union memb¬ 
er living in Hanover, was asked to put up 
2 people who turned out to be Ulrike 
Meinhof and Gerhard Muller. He agreed 
but then had second thoughts and rang the 
police. (True to trendy lefty form, he later 
donated the reward money to the RAF 
defence fund.) 

Not long after plain clothes police 
arrived at his building, Gerhard Muller 
came out to make a phone call and was 
promptly nabbed. Reinforcements were 
called in, but there was to be no repeat of 
the Frankfurt siege. Ulrike Meinhof w'as 
arrested without much of a struggle w hen 
she answered the door to Rodewald’s apt. 

However, once she was captured Ulrike 
caused quite a commotion, struggling for 
hours; hence the unflattering, swollen 
faced pictures that will be used for 
posterity. To give Andreas Baadar his due, 
he still looked cool - dark glasses and 
peroxide hair - when he was dragged out 
of the garage. 


JUNE 25: Police raid another apt. in 
Stuttgart and Scottish ex.pat. Ian Macleod 
is shot dead. Nothing but the most tenuous 
rumours linked Macleod with the RAF. 
He was merely an unfortunate statistic on 
Herold’s computer, whose apt. may or 
may not have been used by the group. 
JULY 7: Irmgard Moller and Klaus 
Jiinschke arrested in Offenbach, after 
being set-up by new RAF member Hans- 
Peter Konieczny. 


SEPTEMBER 5: ‘Black September’ com¬ 
mando unit climb the fence of the Olympic 
Village in Munich and shoot their way into 
the Israeli team quarters. 2 israeli athletes 
are killed and 9 more taken hostage. After 
a day’s televised bargaining, the com¬ 
mando unit and their hostages are driven 
to Fiirstenfeldbruck airport. They were all 
to be flown to Cairo, but as the Pal¬ 
estinians boarded their plane police marks¬ 
men opened fire. In the ensuing gun battle 
all the Israeli athletes (11 in all) one of the 
police and 5 of the Palestinians are killed; 
leaving 3 to carry the can. 


LATE 1972: ‘Red Aid’, the political 
prisoners’ support group, put out a series 
of leaflets, intending to show how the RAF 
prisoners were being broken down and 
denied basic rights. However, the prison¬ 
ers themselves were not impressed. An¬ 
dreas Baadar: 

‘Because our comrades are half dead, 
they can’t think we’re anything else our¬ 
selves. They’re twisting the thing the same 
way the pigs twist it worldwide: Violence is 
taboo, they dig themselves in behind death 
like a lot of parsons... 

‘The gun livens things up. The colonial- 
ized european comes alive, not to the 
subject and problem of the violence of our 
circumstances, but because all armed action 
subjects the force of circumstances to the 
force of events... 

T say our book should be entitled, ‘THE 
GUN SPEAKS’.’ 

Around this time, Baadar was called by the 
defence at the Horst Mahler trial in Berlin; 
to give evidence about prison conditions 
- Regarding which, Baadar announced the 
first RAF hunger strike; which was to last 
2 months. 

Baadar’s lawyer at the time, Hans- 
Christian Strobele, got the Federal Pros¬ 
ecutor to relax the conditions and take 
Ulrike Meinhof out of the ‘Dead Section’ 
of Ossendorf jail. Baadar was dubious but 
Strobele managed to persuade him to call 
off the hunger strike. No sooner had he 
done so than Ulrike Meinhof was back in 
the ‘Dead Section’. Strobele didn’t last 
long as Baadar’s brief. 

FEBRUARY 1973: RAF defence lawyers 
have their own token hunger strike outside 
the Federal Supreme Court; and Gudrun 
Ensslin hassles her lawyers to get Amnesty 
International and the like onto their case. 
Neither has much effect, and when Ulrike 
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[10] 1973/74: AGAINST LEVIATHAN AGAINST HISTORY - THE RESISTANCE OF 
THE CELL - STAMMHEIM - THE THIRD HUNGER STRIKE AND THE 
MARTYRDOM OF HOLGER MEINS. 


Meinhof was finally moved, after 8 months 
of complete acoustic isolation, it was to a 
cell previously occupied by a child murder¬ 
er. Nice. 

MARCH: ‘Black September gunmen hold 
american, belgian and jordanian diplomats 
hostage at the Saudi Arabian Embassy in 
Khartoum. Their demands include the 
release of a ‘ Black September’ man held in 
Jordan, Sirhan Sirhan, Bob Kennedy’s 
assassin and the RAF prisoners. When 
their demands aren’t met, 
they kill 2 american diplomats and one 
belgian. 

'By art is created that great Leviathan, 
called a Commonwealth or State, which is 
but an artificial man.’ 

- opening sentence of Hobbes' ‘Leviathan’, 
quoted at the beginning of 'Moby Dick’. 

In order to confuse the mail censors, 
Gudrun Ensslin gave everybody cover- 
names from 'Moby Dick’, a RAF favourite. 

All the names had allegorical significance; 
Gudrun was the cook, “who kept the pans 
well scoured and preached to the sharks”; 
Baadar was ‘Ahab’, the captain, who 
“destroyed himself in the hunt for Moby 
Dick”: Horst Mahler was “a prosperous 
retired whaler... though a sworn foe to 
human bloodshed, yet had he in his 
straight-bodied coat, spilled tons upon tons 
of Leviathan gore.” (Gudrun was in a 
generous mood when she chose that one.) 

Holger Meins became ‘Starbuck’, the 
chief mate, described in ‘Moby Dick’ thus; 

“ Starbuck’s body and coerced will were 
Ahab’s, so long as Ahab kept his magnet at 
Starbuck’s brain; still he knew for all this 
the chief mate, in his soul, abhorred his 
captains quest”; Jan-Carl Raspe was 
'Carpenter, the multi-purpose coffin-mak¬ 
er for the victims of the hunt for the great 
white whale; Gerhard Muller, who later 
turned state’s evidence, was ‘Queequeg, 
"an old idolator at heart, he yet lived among 
these Christians, wore their clothes, and 
tried to talk their gibberish. ” 

The RAF prisoners managed to keep 
operating as a group by way of mail to and 
from the ‘Red Lawyers’; and they main¬ 
tained their dynamic force by a strict 
‘info-system’, instigated by Gudrun Enss¬ 
lin; 'If we dont make it systematic, sooner s 
or later there’ll be a balls-up, and then 
there’ll be people out of action, in jail, 
pious, stupid...’ 

The RAF idea of an order she described 
thus; ‘An order results from the con¬ 
struction of the collective and the breaking 
down of every kind of hierarchy. An order 
is something you’re convinced of, or 
something you come to be convinced of. If 
that’s not possible, then you’re out...’ When 
Astrid Proll failed to whole-heartedly 
participate in the first hunger strike, Ulrike 
Meinhof wrote, 7 told her she’ll be thrown 
out of the RAF... I didn’t mean it as a 
threat, just as a fact. ’ 

The ‘Info-system’ was used as a vigorous 
dialectic in criticism and self-criticism. It 
was also used to amass voluminous libraries 
on how to be an Urban Guerrilla. Books 
that got passed the censors included such 
titles as; ‘The German Journal of Weapon¬ 
ry’, ‘Military Technology’, ‘Radio Tech¬ 
nology, ‘ Small-scale Warfare Instructor’, 

'Urban Guerrilla Warfare’, 'Special Forces 


Handbook’ and ‘The Explosives Expert.’ 

The RAF experiment - staking life and 
freedom to show the state in its true colours 
- was being taken a stage further. As 
Gudrun Ensslin put it, to 'the Auschwitz 
stage’: ‘the difference between the Dead 
Section and Isolation is the difference 
between Auschwitz and Buchenwald. It’s a 
simple distinction; more people survived 
Buchenwald than Auschwitz. Those of us 
in there, to put it bluntly, can only be 
surprised they dont spray the gas in. 
Nothing else surprises us...’ 

Ulrike Meinhof: ‘When we speak of 
torture, all you can say is; what do you 
want, you’re still alive.’ 

MAY 8 - JUNE 29: Second Hunger Strike. 
This time 40 prisoners take part, including 
many who were not in the RAF. Prison 
authorities employ force-feeding for the 
first time. Conditions improve slightly as 
hunger strikers’ health deteriorates rap¬ 
idly. Order goes out over th &’info-system’: 

‘Everyone who doesn’t mind or can stand 
the forcible feeding, go on refusing food. 
Everyone else - for instance, Andreas - stop 
at once. And damn it, that’s an order!’ 

Outside, the headlines, that summer, were 
left to the June 2 Movement ; they’d also 
been given a boost by the return of Fritz 
Teufel, after doing 2 years in Hitler’s old 
nick for attempted arson. 

JULY 7: Gabi-Krocher-Tiedemann (J2M) 
arrested in Bochum after a shootout. 
JULY 27: J2M bank raid in West Berlin 
nets DM200,000. 

AUGUST: Inge Viett (J2M) escapes from 
Berlin jail by sawing through her bars. 
Police attack workers attempting to occupy 
the Ford Plant at Cologne; a series of 
strikes had virtually crippled the FDR at 
this time. 

OCTOBER: More J2M arrests in Berlin; 
and British Army practising 'Repression of 
Workers’ Strikes’ in FDR. 

NOVEMBER 13: Till Meyer (J2M) es¬ 
capes from Castro-Rauxel prison. 
DECEMBER 12: Gabi Krocher-Tiede- 
mann gets 8 years for attempted murder of 
a policeman. 

EARLY 1974: More large scale strikes and 
police raids in Hamburg and Frankfurt. 
British Yacht Club bombing trial begins. 
50 people arrested and 25 police injured in 
demonstrations outside. 


the offing, preparations begin in earnest 
for the third hunger strike. Baadar: 7 dont 
think we shall call the hunger strike off this 
time. That means some people will die...’ 
AUGUST 27: Ulrike Meinhof taken from 
Stammheim to Berlin Moabit Criminal 
Court, where she is to be tried, along with 
Horst Mahler (again) and Hans-Jurgen 
Backer for their part in the Baadar rescue. 
Ulrike says nothing until she is allowed to 
make a statement announcing the third 
hunger strike. Their demands include; the 
right to strike, unsupervised visiting and an 
end to mail censorship. Horst Mahler, who 
Meinhof totally ignored at Moabit, does 
not take part in the hunger strike, and in 
due course he is released from custody. 
SEPTEMBER 10: J2M members, posing 
as detectives, rob a Berlin arms store. 
OCTOBER 2: Baadar, Ensslin, Meinhof, 
Meins and Raspe officially indicted on 5 
murder charges. The trial to begin in a year 
at Stammheim. Baadar and Raspe now 
join Ensslin and Meinhof in the Stamm¬ 
heim high-security wing. 

Holger Meins stayed put in Wittlich 
because his health had deteriorated so 
much. Prison doctors begin force feeding 
him and Ensslin. By the end of the month, 
virtually all the hunger strikers were being 
force fed. RAF lawyers, Otto Schilly and 
Klaus Croissant, charge the prison doctors 
with 'deliberate mistreatment and sadistic 
torture. ’ Force feeding is described by 
Holger Meins as a sort of aural enema; 
with the patient/victim strapped down 
'Clockwork Orange’ style and his/her 
mouth levered open with a crowbar. 

Manfred Grashof briefly gave up his 
hunger strike, immediately resuming it 
when he received a letter from Meins; 
‘Either a pig or a man, either survival at any 
price or a fight to the death, either problem 
or solution. There’s nothing in between... 
rather sad, having to write you something 
like this. Of course I dont know myself 
what it’s like when you die or when they kill 
you... ah, well, so that was it. I was on the 
right side anyway... everybody dies any¬ 
way. Only question is how, and how one 
lived, and that issue’s clear enough: Fight¬ 
ing the pigs as a man for the liberation of 
mankind; a revolutionary in battle with all 
ones love for life, despising death. ’ 
NOVEMBER 9: Holger Meins dies of 
starvation after presiding Judge Prinzing 
refuses to allow an outside doctor in to see 
him; and prison doctors ignore express 
instructions to transfer him to intensive 
care. 

NOVEMBER 10: ‘Avenge Holger Meins’ 
demonstrations throughout Europe; sev¬ 
eral arson attacks on court buildings; and 
Supreme Court president, Gunther Von 
Drenkmann, shot and killed during a 
bungled J2M kidnap attempt. RAF pop¬ 
ularity at its zenith; Imprisonment had 
only strengthened their political stature. 
From 1970 to ‘72, police were after about 
40 people; by 1974, this figure had leaped 
to 300 and the BKA had 10,000 on its 
sympathizers’ file. 

NOVEMBER 26: ‘Action Winter Journey’: 
police raids throughout FDR; 80 apts 
raided, including RAF lawyers’ offices 
from which trial documents are taken; 50 
arrests but no significant ones. 
NOVEMBER 29: Berlin Moabit Court: 
Ulrike Meinhof sentenced to 8 years for 
attempted murder. (i.e.Her part in the 


Back inside: the first sign of any relaxation 
of isolation torture; Gudrun Ensslin mov¬ 
ed to Ossendorf and put in the cell next to 
Ulrike Meinhof. They are allowed to 
exercise together. 

But every silver lining comes with a 
cloud... 

APRIL: Ensslin and Meinhof become the 
first residents in the especially refitted high 
security wing of Stuttgart’s Stammheim 
jail. They still retain the right to exercise 
together plus 4 hours in the same cell each 
day, but their cells were now searched 
every day, a woman prison officer checked 
on them every hour and they were still 
banned from all community activities; 
except visits from lawyers and family.’ (By 
this stage Ulrike Meinhof had broken off 
all contact with her children.) 

Baadar, Raspe and Meins stay put for 
the time beipg, in Schwalmstadt, Wittlich 
and Cologne respectively. With trials in 
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[11] 1975: JEAN-PAUL SARTRE GOES TO STAMMHEIM - THE LORENZ 
KIDNAPPING AND THE STOCKHOLM EMBASSY SIEGE. 


Baadar rescue.) Hunger strike falling 
apart: Gerhard Muller, Margrit Schiller 
and Irene Goergens come off. Ulrike 
Meinhof and Ingrid Schubert sympathise 
with Goergens, but Gudrun Ensslin con¬ 
demns her as a sellout. Relations between 
Meinhof and Ensslin at an all-time low. 
Baadar remains remarkably neutral (and 
relatively un-mysogynist), calling them 
both ‘ grotesque madwomen. ’ 
DECEMBER: Gudrun Ensslin suggests, 
through the ‘ info-system’, that somebody 
commits suicide every month until the 
isolation torture stops. Klaus Croissant 
had a more subtle idea. He arranged for 
Jean-Paul Sartre to visit Stammheim, to 
interview Baadar. The interview was never 
published; Sartre thought the RAF 
'endangered the Left/; and Baadar, like a 
true Punk Rocker, just thought Sartre was 
‘OLD’ . But the german press presence 
assured plenty of publicity for the hunger 
strike. 

DECEMBER 20: ‘Baadari Meinhof Law’ 
passed by the Bundestag , allowing the trial 
to continue in the absence of the def¬ 
endants (if they had made themselves unfit 
to appear); and to bar lawyers suspected 
of ‘supporting a criminal association. ’ Def¬ 
ence lawyer Strobele was barred merely 
for describing himself as a socialist. 
Croissant, Groenwold and Lang also 
barred, even though they had already been 
sacked by their clients. 

FEBRUARY 1975: Third RAF Hunger 
Strike called off after 145 days and the 
deaths of Holger Meins and Judge Von 
Drenkmann. The RAF prisoners had now 
drawn out the battle plans for the next 2 
years. The RAF, inside and out, would 
now devote all its time and energy to the 
freeing of the prisoners. 

Baadar, Ensslin, Meinhof and Raspe 
were now allowed several hours together 
each day and almost daily visits from their 
lawyers. On the outside, Angelika and 
Volker Spietel had taken over the running 
of the ‘info-system’, from Klaus Croissant’s 
office in Stuttgart. After the death of 
Holger Meins, they went underground and 
joined the remnants of the ‘4.2 Group’ 
(Second Generation RAF/SPK, named 
after the date most of them were busted.) 
From Stammheim the word came out that 
this time they wanted to see less planning 
and more action. 

FEBRUARY 27: 3 days before the Berlin 
mayoral elections, Peter Lorenz, the 
leading Christian Democrat (CDU) cand¬ 
idate, is kidnapped by J2M. 

FEBRUARY 28: Along with a photo of 
Lorenz, with ‘Prisoner of J2M’ notice 
round his neck, the kidnappers’ demands: 
amnesty for those arrested at ‘Avenge 
Holger’ demos; the release of Horst 
Mahler, Verena becker, Gabi Krocher- 
Tiedemann, Ingrid Siepmann, Rolf Heiss- 
ler and Rolf Pohle; to be accompanied to 
their destination by Former Mayor Albertz 
(of Shah’s visit fame); and while 
negotiations are in' progress, a police 
cease-fire; otherwise Lorenz would end up 
the same way as Von Drenkmann. 

The demands were reasonable. Nobody 
convicted or accused of murder was on the 
list; and there was no mention of the 
Stammheim Four, except a footnote: ‘To 
our comrades in jail. We would like to get 
more of you out, but at our present strength 


we’re not in a position to do it.’ Horst 
Mahler was the only non-J2M member and 
he elected not to go. 

MARCH 2: Former Mayor/ Pastor Albertz 
flies to Frankfurt, where he meets the J2M 
prisoners (and is bugged doing so, against 
his will) in a room under the airport 
complex (and it is complex too, I can tell 
you. I got lost as a bastard there, coming 
back from Berlin). Then they boarded a 
Lufthansa Boeing 707, each of the former 
prisoners was given $20,000 spending 
money and the take-off was shown live on 
TV. | 

MARCH 3: After being refused per¬ 
mission to land in Libya, the plane comes 
down at Aden in Yemen, and Pastor 
Albertz returns to FDR. 

MARCH 4: Albertz appears on TV, givings 
the code-word, ‘a wonderful day like 
today’, and Peter Lorenz walks free in the 
Berlin Volks Park with some small change 
to call his family. However, all the niceties 
stopped there. An immediate nationwide 
search was launched for the J2M. Gerald 
Klopper and Ronald Fritsch were arrested 
merely for ‘supporting the kidnapping’. 
And in return a J2M leaflet was circulated, 
detailing what an asshole Lorenz was/is 
(his CDU party won the election by the 
way.) plus information extracted during his 
6 days imprisonment in a Kreuzberg 
basement (near where I stayed). 

APRIL 25: As the finishing touches were 
given to the building erected at Stamm¬ 
heim, specifically for the ‘Baadar! Meinhof 
Trial’; 6 former SPK members - Siegfried 
Hausner, Hanne-Elise Krabbe, Karl-Hein- 
z Dellwo, Lutz Taufer, Bemhard-Maria 
Rossner and Ullrich Wessel - entered the 
West German Embassy in Stockholm. 

Once inside, they produce guns, obtain 
the keys to the upper floors and take 12 
embassy officials hostage. Swedish police 
arrive not long after, occupy the ground 
floor and prepare to move up. By this 
time, one of the guerrillas had got to a 
phone and called down to the police - that 
if they didn’t get out immediately, the 
german military attache would be shot. 
The police stayed put. This was to be a lot 
messier affair than the Lorenz Kidnapping. 

At mid-day, the kidnappers rang the 
German Press Agency and announced; 
‘The Holger Meins Commando is holding 
members of the embassy staff in order to 
free prisoners in West Germany. If the 
police move in we shall blow the building 
up with 15 kilos of TNT.’ Then they 
repeated their demand to the Swedish 
police down below. There was still no 
response, so the german military attache, 
Baron Von Mirbach, was made to walk out 
onto the landing and shot. 2 Swedish 
policemen, stripped to their underpants to 
show they were unarmed, dragged the 
dying attache downstairs. And only then 
did the police retreat to the building next 
door. 

After that, the kidnappers called the 
German Press Agency again, and specified 
their demands. They wanted 26 prisoners 
freed in all, this time including Baadar, 
Ensslin, Meinhof and Raspe. Chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt heard the news at Palais 
Schaumberg, and informed the assembled 
‘Crisis Staff that he wasn’t prepared to 
deal this time. Then he gave the go-ahead 
for an assault on the Embassy by a special 


anti-terrorist squad. 

So that left the Swedish Minister of 
Justice with nothing but safe conduct to 
negotiate with. And the kidnappers were¬ 
n’t interested, insisting that if their dem¬ 
ands were not met, they would shoot a 
hostage every hour. 

10.20pm. The economic attache appeared 
at a window, 3 shots were fired and the old 
man slumped forward. The Swedish police 
prepared to fire K62 stun gas into the 
upper floors, then storm the building. But 
before anybody had a chance to do 
anything, the building was rocked by a 
series of detonations. 

The force of the blast threw policemen 
to the ground, and along with window 
frames, guttering and office chairs, Ullrich 
Wessel was blown out into the embassy 
grounds. All the kidnappers and hostages 
were badly burnt, but Wessel was the only 
one to die in the blast. However, despite 
particularly severe bums, Siegfried Haus¬ 
ner was flown back to the FDR, where he 
died of his injuries in Stammheim, evening 
the score. (It was later proved that the 
explosion had been set off by accident.) 
MAY 9: Karl Roth and Werner Sauber 
shot by police at a roadblock. Sauber’s 
wounds also prove fatal. 

MAY 21: DAY 1 of the trial of Baadar, 
Ensslin, Meinhof and Raspe begins at 
Stammheim. First of many objections to 
the court appointed defence lawyers raised 
by Ulrike Meinhof. 

JUNE 5: DAY 2: Baadar, still without a 
defence lawyer of his own choice, petitions 
for suspension of the trial until he’s found 
one, and is allowed unsupervised con¬ 
versations with lawyers. (At the time, 
Baadar’s claim that the prosecution was 
bugging cells used for lawyers’ visits, was 
scoffed at. But it was later admitted that 
cells were bugged at the time of the Lorenz 
Kidnapping and Stokholm Embassy seige: 
‘2 cases of justifiable emergency. ’) 

JUNE 11: DAY 4: Baadar allows Hans 
Heinz Heldmann to represent him. Held- 
mann immediately applies for a 10 day 
adjournment to talk to his client and study 
the case files he hasn’t yet been issued. 
Then Otto Schilly, defending Meinhof, 
asks for an adjournment on the grounds 
that the defendants are no longer fit to 
stand trial. When both applications are 
rejected, all the chosen defence lawyers 
walk out. Presiding Judge Prinzing then 
adjourns. 

JUNE 15: DAY 5: Despite extensive 
cross-examination by Schilly, Heldmann 
and Baadar, prison doctor Henck main¬ 
tains that the defendants are fit to stand 
trial. After an adjournment there’s more 
court appointed defence lawyer baiting, 
ending in an uproar that the defendants 
have to create in order to be allowed to 
leave. 

JUNE 18: DAY 6: Baadar reads out a 
statement on ‘Fitness to stand trial’, that 
our own Mark Downham would be proud 
of; u The basic problem, on this point too, 
is the antagonism that calls for the state 
machine to make re-education, or brain 
washing, a legitimate project. That is, in 
order to subdue the subject the state 
machine must be able to constitute it. The 
cause at issue between the repressive state 
machine and the captured revolutionary, 
howver, is that both know that in their 
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irreconcilability, as in their relationship, 
they express the maturity of the devel¬ 
opment wherein contradiction between 
productive forces and the circumstances of 
production becomes antagonistic in the 
final crisis of capital, and thus the ex¬ 
pression of the trend whereby the legit¬ 
imation of the bourgeois state has fallen 
apart. ” 

Judge Prinzing withdrew his permission 
to speak. Then Ulrike Meinhof applied for 
an examination by an independent doctor 
because she was finding it difficult to 
follow the proceedings. Her application 
was, needless to say, denied. 

JULY 3: DAY 13: Jan-Carl Raspe makes 
the first of many challenges to Prinzing and 
the court on grounds of bias. 

AUGUST 5: DAY 23: Application after 
application had been made by the def¬ 
endants and their lawyers in order to raise 
the trial to a political level. To get more 
directly to the point, Baadar quoted an 
interior minister’s definition of terrorism: 
‘“The basic rule of terrorism is to kill as 
many people as possible. Numb horror is 
the state of mind terrorists obviously wish 
to produce in more and more people 
throughout the world. 9 ” 

Baadar continued, ‘7 would say that is 
the precise definition of Israel’s policy 
towards the Palestinian Liberation Move¬ 
ment, that is the precise definition of the 
USA’s policy in Vietnam, until its defeat... 
Numb horror is, infact, exactly the state of 
mind the Federal prosecutors office wants 
to produce in more and more people by 
having more and more ‘dead sections’ built 
in prisons... ” 

Ulrike Meinhof warmed to this state 
monopoly on terror line: “Terrorism is the 
destruction of utilities such as dykes, 
waterworks, hospitals, power stations. All 
the targets at which the american bomb 
attacks on North Vietnam were systemat¬ 
ically aimed from 1965 onwards. Terrorism 
operates amidst the fear of the masses. The 
Urban Guerrilla Movement, on the other 
hand, carries fear to the machinery of the 
state. ” 

Defendants removed from court. 
AUGUST 19: DAY 26: The defendants, 
having been expelled from the courtroom 
for causing another disturbance, are re¬ 
called individually to have their personal , 
data examined. Judge Prinzing had been 
trying to get to this initial stage of the trial 
- before the charges are read - since Day 1. 
Jan-Carl Raspe is dragged back into the 
courtroom by 2 prison guards. 

PRINZING: “Please sit down. ” 

RASPE: “I wont sit down. ” 

PRINZING: (t Then I must draw the 
following points to your attention. We now 
intend to proceed to the examination of 
personal data. ” 

RASPE: “That doesn’t interest me.” 
PRINZING: “At this point you have an 
opportunity to give your own account of 
yourself. The consequence of your failing 
to do so will be that we must proceed with 
the trial. ” 

RASPE: “All I have to tell you is that I’ve 
been dragged in here by force. In the 
circumstances I’m not giving an account of 
myself. I’m going down again now, and 
naturally you’ll continue with this spec¬ 
tacle. ” 

PRINZING: “It is your duty, as a defend¬ 


ant, to remain here. ” 

RASPE: “If you wont expel me from court 
anyway, I’ll climb out over this balustrade 
somehow. ” 

- attempts to do so, but guards prevent him. 
Thereupon Prinzing decides to have Raspe 
removed. A few minutes later, Ulrike 
Meinhof is carried into the courtroom by 4 
prison guards; 

PRINZING: “Please sit down, Frau Mein¬ 
hof.” 

MEINHOF: “I’ve no intention of sitting 
down. ” H 

PRINZING: “You have no intention of 
sitting down. Would you at least make use 
of the microphone, so that we can hear what 
you have to say?” 

MEINHOF: “I dont want anything to do 
with this. I’m in no position to defend 
myself, and naturally I cant defend myself 
either. ” 

PRINZING: “Will you give an account of 
your personal details?” 

MEINHOF: “In these circumstances I will 
not give any account of my personal 
details. ” 

- makes to leave the dock, but stopped by 
the guards. 

MEINHOF: “I want to go. ” 

PRINZING: “It is your duty, as a def¬ 
endant, to remain here. ” 

MEINHOF: “I’m not letting anyone force 
me, you arsehole!” 

PRINZING: “Frau Meinhof, I observe that 
you have just addressed me as 'arsehole’, as 
‘you arsehole.’” 

PRINZING, after consulting his collea¬ 
gues;” The defendant is expelled from court 
for the rest of today’s hearing for calling the 
presiding judge, ‘You Arsehole.”’ 

- Andreas Baadar is brought in and refuses 
to sit. 

BAADAR: “Get on with it and expel me, 
will you?” 

PRINZING: “Herr Baadar, this is not a 
question of your own wishes.” 

BAADAR: “Then list all the disturbances, 
or do I have to call you names? I’m finding 
this very difficult. You want to force me to 
stay here?” 

PRINZING: “It’s not that I want to; I 
must. ” 

BAADAR: “What are you waiting for, do 
you want to provoke abuse or what?” 
PRINZING: “I dont want to provoke 
anything, I would far rather you refrained 
from abuse. ” 

BAADAR: “I shall disrupt the trial, this 
manoeuvring of yours is a dirty trick.” 
PRINZING: “There is no dirty trick 
involved. The rules of procedure oblige me 
to act as I do. ” 

BAADAR: “So what do you want? Are 
you set on having physical violence here, or 
what?” 

PRINZING: “I want you to sit down and 
take part in the hearing in an orderly 
manner. ” 

BAADAR: “Hell, it’s filthy manipulation, 
the way you’re forcing me to spend 5 
minutes insisting you expel me. I simply 
want to be out of here.” 

PRINZING: “It is not a question of your 
personal wishes. Your duty as a defendant 
is to remain here. ” 

BAADAR: “Oh, alright, carry on with 
your ridiculous procedure. I shall create a 
disturbance. ” 

PRINZING; “So far you are creating no 
disturbance. ” 


BAADAR: “Well, let me tell you, Prinzing, 
you’d better expel me now or I’ll find myself 
forced to abuse you. ” 

PRINZING: “Herr Baadar.” 

BAADAR: “Are you set on hearing it then? 
Alright, you can have it, you can have it all 
sorts of ways. ” 

PRINZING: “I do not wish to hear it. ” 
BAADAR: “Well, you can hear me tell you 
you’re a fascist arsehole. ” 

- Gudrun Ensslin is led into the courtroom 
and forced to stand infront of the dock. 
PRINZING: “Ah, a fascist arsehole. ’” 
BAADAR: “Now will you expel me?” 
ENSSLIN: “And me too, you old swinei” 
BAADAR: “I’ll say it again, Prinzing, loud 
and clear; you’re an old fascist arsehole!” 

- Prinzing orders Baadar’s microphone to 
be switched off. 

ENSSLIN: “We’re not fit to stand trial, and 
owing to that we wont participate in this, 
you old swine. ” 

PRINZING: “You have created a dis¬ 
turbance. I understood you to call me an 
old swine; did I hear that correctly or was 
I mistaken? I would like to have that 
ascertained; is it right? And you, Herr 
Baadar, have called me a fascist arse- 
hole.’” 

- still asks Gudrun Ensslin if she will give 
an account of her personal details. 
ENSSLIN: “Old swine.” 

Then, finally, the personal data and 
charges were read, in the defendants 
absence: - Andreas Baadar, unemployed; 
Gudrun Ensslin, student; Ulrike Meinhof, 
journalist; Jan-Carl Raspe, sociologist; 
charged jointly with 4 murders, 54 attempt¬ 
ed murders and forming a criminal assoc¬ 
iation. 

Meanwhile the June 2 Movement had been 
keeping itself busy. Their most popular 
actions were the distribution of thousands 
of free U-bahn and bus tickets, and 2 bank 
raids in West Berlin, during which they 
gave out chocolates to the customers and 
staff. 

However, by September, J2M members 
Till Meyer, Ralf Reinders, Inge Viett, 
Julianne Plambeck, Fritz Teufel and 
Gabrielle Rollnick were all arrested and 
charged with the Lorenz kidnapping, the 
bank raids, and Reinders with the Von 
Drenkmann assassination. Rainer Lang- 
hans and Dieter Kunzelmann had settled 
down by this time. And Bommi Baumann 
ended up in India with a guni, when he 
was meant to be getting arms. (Nowadays 
Dieter Kunzelmann is back in the public 
eye as a Green MP, and is responsible for 
the Alternative List’ of the Berlin Cham¬ 
ber of Deputies.) 

DECEMBER 21: Vienna: 5 gunmen shoot 
their way into a conference of ‘The 
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Cou¬ 
ntries’ (OPEC). 3 people are killed in the 
process: an austrian cop, an iraqi body¬ 
guard and a libyan civil servant. Austrian 
SAS immediately attempt to storm the 
Conference Room but are forced to 
retreat. The guerrillas holding 11 oil 
ministers and 60 others hostage, are a 
PFLP backed commando headed by Ilich 
Ramirez Sanchez, otherwise known as 
‘Carlos; the Jackal. ’ 

Although the OPEC raid was to go 
down as Carlos’ finest hour, the Venez¬ 
uelan enigma was already reknowned for 
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(Above) 1973: One of the famous Japan 
Airlines jets blown up in Libya after the 
hostages' release. 

(Left) December 1975: Jean-Paul Sartre 
goes to Stammheim. (Good name for a 
band?) Pictured with Klaus Croissant and 
Hans-Joachim Klein in the foreground. 


' I have kept this picture in my 

Meins died weighing only 6 stone 8 pounds. 11 » « i < , * * 

wallet to keep my hatred sharp 
HANS JOACHIM KLEIN 
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the assassination of Edward Sieff, the 
british Zionist chairman of Marks and 
Spencer; the Japanese Red Army assault 
on the French Embassy in the Hague; and 
the rocket launcher attack on an El A1 jet 
at Orly airport. 

More than a match for the austrian govt, 
who soon capitualted; allowing the kid¬ 
nappers safe passage, with their hostages, 
to a destination of their own choice. The 
whole thing was basically a PR exercise, 
forcing the OPEC countries to re-affirm 
support for the Palestinian cause. 

The only snag was, during the austrian 
SAS counter-attack, one of the guerrillas 
had been seriously wounded. He was 
Hans-Joachim Klein, a member of the 
RAF/Red Aid offshoot /Revolutionary 
Cells' (RZ), who had acted as Jean-Paul 
Sartre’s chauffeur when he visited Stamm- 
heim. While the negotiations were in 
progress, Klein was taken out of the OPEC 
building on a stretcher, and operated on in 
a nearby hospital. Even then, he was still 
in a critical condition. But Carlos and 
Klein himself insisted that he be flown out 
with the others, not forgetting the 42 
non-austrian hostages, including the oil 
ministers. 

Algeria, who were particularly anxious 
to get their oil minister back in one piece, 
offered itself as the destination-country. 
And it all passed off smoothly, that is 
without any further bloodshed. A little 
detour to Tripoli ensured that Iran and 
Saudi Arabia coughed up contributions to 
the Palestinian cause of upwards of $5 
million. (Their ministers, Amouzegar and 
Sheik Yamani respectively, were to be 
executed at one point.) All the remaining 
hostages were dropped off in Algiers, and 
Carlos followed Leila Khaled into the 
annals of terrorist folklore, never to be 
heard of again. 

JANUARY 1976: After court appointed 
medical experts confirm that the Stamm- 
heim prisoners are not fit to stand trial for 
more than 3 hours a day, Judge Prinzing 
rules that the trial will be continued in their 
absence. Defendants officially admit to 
membership of an Urban Guerrilla group 
and claim ‘ political responsibility' for the 
various bomb attacks. After 8 months in 
court, the actual trial now begins. 

LATE JANUARY: Dierk Hoff, the metal 
sculptor, testifies for the prosecution. 
FEBRUARY/ MARCH: Letters claiming 
responsibility for the bomb attacks read 
out. Evidence heard regarding the Hiedel- 
berg US Armybase, Augsberg and Munich 
Police HQ bombings. Defendants seldom 
in court. 

APRIL: As evidence is heard about the 
controversial Hamburg Springer building 
bombing, conflict between Ulrike Meinhof 
and Gudrun Ensslin heightens. Ensslin 
wrote that she thought Meinhof was * trying 
to crack up' so she could get out of the 
RAF. 

MAY 4 .DAY 106: Ulrike Meinhof appears 
in court for the last time - Not even staying 
to hear her defence counsel, Otto Schilly, 
call for Richard Nixon, Willi Brandt and 
Helmut Schmidt to give evidence. The 
latest defence initiative was to show that 
the US Govt, had violated international 
law by its military intervention in Laos, 
Cambodia, Nam; and because West Ger¬ 


man airbases were used, they could be 
considered as legitimate targets for in¬ 
ternational retribution. 

MAY 9: Ulrike Meinhof found hanging 
from the window grating in her cell. 
Official version: she tied a rope made from 
strips of towelling round her neck, climbed 
on a stool, attached the rope to the grating, 
and jumped. ‘ Suicide by strangulation. No 
extraneous factors .' 

A second post-mortem, called by Ul- 
rike’s sister and defence counsel, agreed 
with the original findings. But later an 
‘International Investigatory Commission' 
found evidence of possible rape: the initial 
chemical examination had got a positive 
reaction to a sperm test in the genital area 
- Further tests were all negative. 

There was also some doubt that the 
towelling rope could have been pushed 
through the grating without assistance, of 
some kind. And most suspicious of all, 
there was no suicide note. Ulrike Meinhof 
had written about everything else she had 
done, but not her final act of rebellion .' 
MAY 11 .DAY 109: After Ulrike’s name 
had been crossed off the court agenda, 
Prinzing attempted to carry on as if 
nothing had happened. Raspe, Ensslin, 
Baadar and the lawyers, Schilly and 
Heldmann, all make applications for an 
adjournment and question the suicide 
verdict. Even the court appointed defence 
lawyer Kiinzel, applies for an adjournment 
until after the funeral. 

The Federal Prosecutor opposes all the 
applications, and all the defendants, def¬ 
ence lawyers and some of the spectators 
were either expelled or walked out in 
disgust. After the mid-day break, Jan-Carl 
Raspe made a surprise re-appearance. I 
just wanted to say” he said to Prinzing, 
(i that your manner and function leave no 
way of relating to you except waiting in a 
corner with a gun. ” 

Numerous demonstrations throughout Eu¬ 
rope, most notably in Frankfurt and West 
Berlin. West German Consulate in Nice 
bombed by ‘ Ulrike Meinhof Commando. ' 
Also buildings of german firms, Kloekner 
and Thyssen in Paris, and US Armed 
Forces Radio station in Frankfurt. 

MAY 16: Thousands attend Ulrike Mein¬ 
hof s funeral in Mariendorf, West Berlin. 
26 of them arrested. 

JUNE 27: An Air France Airbus, full of 
Israeli tourists, is hi-jacked en-route from 
Tel Aviv to Paris. After a touch-down in 
Athens, the plane is redirected to Entebbe 
in Idi Amin’s Uganda. Should be a 
drum-roll or something after that. In 
return for the hostages, the kidnappers 
demand the rlease of 40 prisoners held in 
Israel, 5 in Kenya, one in France, one in 
Italy and 6 in West Germany. Significantly 
the germans do not include Baadar and 
Ensslin, but Jan-Carl Raspe is named 
along with Ingrid Schubert and Werner 
Hoppe of the RAF, and Fritz Teufel, Ralf 
Reinders and Inge Viett of J2M. 

As immortalised in the various ‘ Raid on 
Entebbe' films, after as much stalling as 
possible, the Israelis appear to be on the 
verge of conceding, then send in a crack 
commando unit (which includes James 
Woods if I’m not very much mistaken). 
During the raid all the hi-jackers are 


killed, and all the hostages are flown back 
to Israel (except the brit. Dora Bloch, who 
Idi Amin was having for lunch.) 

The chief of the german anti-terrorist 
squad (GSG 9), Ulrich Wegener, along as 
an advisor, was shot in the hip while 
actually participating in the raid. (Those 
GSG 9 boys just couldn’t stay put.) But he 
wasn’t the only german involved in the 
saga; as Jillian Becker gleefully points out 
at the beginning of ‘ Hitler's Children', the 
hi-jackers included 2 RZ members; the 
founder and Carlos cohort, Wilfried Boese 
and Brigitte Kuhlmann. 

Becker sets the tone of her book by 
describing when the Israeli hostages were 
separated from the others (An obviously 
suspect move: treating all Israelis as 
Zionists), one of the hostages told Boese 
that he was no better than his Nazi 
forebears; '...Boese replied that this was 
something quite different from Nazism... 
what they wanted was world marxist 
revolution. To the hostages at Entebbe the 
difference was hard to see. The hostages did 
not die. As all the world knows, armed 
Israelis descended out of the sky on the day 
set for the slaughter, gathered them up and 
carried them back through the air to safety 
in Israel. It was Boese and his comrades 
who were shot dead...' 

Meanwhile, back at Stammheim... 
JUNE 28: DAY 121: Defence calls 2 
americans, who used to work for the CIA 
at US military HQ, in the IG Farben 
building in Frankfurt. (Incidentally, the IG 
Farben multinational was responsible for 
the ‘Zyklon B' gas used in the con¬ 
centration camps.) Their evidence would 
have been along the lines that the FDR 
was a party to war crimes committed by 
the yanks in Vietnam, Which would have 
led back to the RAF applying an 
'international right to resist' with its actions. 
But their evidence was found inadmiss- 
able; ‘The Vietnam war is not the subject 
of the trial.' 

JULY 7: Inge Viett, Gabrielle Rollnick, 
Julianne Plambeck and Monika Berberich 
escape from max.security prison in West 
Berlin. They simply overpowered a guard 
and went over the wall. 

JULY 8: Day 124: Former RAF member, 
Gerhard Miiller, called to give evidence 
for the prosecution. Muller had eventually 
given into police pressure to talk, in 
exchange for a reduced sentence. 

JULY 21: Monika Berberich recaptured in 
West Berlin; and Rolf Pohle picked up in 
Athens. Pohle is eventually extradited 
after Chancellor Schmidt threatened Gr¬ 
eece with heavy economic consequences. 
JULY 22: DAY 129: Brigitte Mohnhaupt, 
doing 4 years for membership of a criminal 
association, is called by the defence to 
refute the evidence Muller had been giving 
that the RAF had an authoritarian struct¬ 
ure. 

JULY 28: DAY 131: Klaus Jiinschke, who 
had also been called to refute Muller’s 
evidence, harangues Prinzing a bit, then 
runs around the witness box, vaults the 
judges’ bench and pulls Prinzing to the 
ground. (When Jiinschke was sentenced 
the following year, his leap at Prinzing was 
cited as proof of his fanatical hatred' of the 
state. Jiinschke got life for ‘ joint murder' 
during the Kaiserlautern bank raid, even 
though there wasn’t much evidence that he 
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was even there.) 

AUGUST 3: Baadar and Raspe get extra 
charges against them after a punch-up with 
2 of the 7th floor Stammheim guards. 
AUGUST 4: DAY 134: Prinzing with¬ 
draws prisoners right to mingle in the 7th 
floor corridor. 

NOVEMBER 30: Red lawyer Siegfried 
Haag, former partner of Klaus Croissant, 
arrested near Frankfurt. Haag had gone 
underground before the trial to help 
reconstruct the RAF. Police raids follow¬ 
ing his capture come up with photos taken 
inside Stammheim. When the trial re¬ 
sumed a week later the defence counsel 
were told to take off their shoes and open 
their trousers before entering court. Des¬ 
pite indignant objections the trouser edict 
stood for the remainder of the trial. 

JANUARY 10, 1977: DAY 171: Otto 
Schilly produces evidence that Judge 
Prinzing has passed on papers concerning 
the trial to Appeal Court Judge Mayer. 
Mayer, in turn, had made the papers 
available to the press. Schilly’s evidence 
was a letter from Mayer to the editor of 
‘Die Welt’, suggesting he use the trial 
papers to discredit ‘ Der Spiegel.’ Pretty 
damning stuff. Prinzing disallowed the 
challenge, but the writing was on the wall. 

Prinzing’s final downfall was when he 
rang the court appointed defence lawyer, 
Kunzel, who had once again supported 
Schilly’s challenge, and accused him of 
letting the side down. Hans Heinz Held- 
mann used this to issue the 85th challenge 
to the judge on the grounds of bias. And 
that was Prinzing’s lot. He was discharged 
and replaced by the associate judge Foth. 
EARLY FEBRUARY: More clashes on 
the 7th floor between prisoners and 
guards. 

MARCH 15: DAY 184: After the bugging 
of nuclear scientist, Klaus Traube goes 
public, showing how close the FDR had 
got to ‘Big Brother’, Otto Schilly applies 
for the suspension of the trial until it can 
be proved that the defendants and their 
lawyers are’nt being bugged also. Once 
again Schilly’s application was found to be 
unfounded. 

MARCH 17: DAY 185: Interior and 
Justice ministers admit to the press that 
during the Stockholm siege and after 
Haag’s arrest, conversations were mom 
itored; ‘ circumstances of justifiable emer¬ 
gency.’ (They did not admit that certain 
cells had been bugged since March ‘75, as 
was discovered later.) All the court 
appointed lawyers back Schilly’s motion to 
suspend the trial until the matter’s cleared 
up. Judge Foth eventually adjourns. 
MARCH 22: Top Secret Internal Commit¬ 
tee meeting of the Bundestag about the 
Stammheim bugging affair. 

MARCH 29: DAY 187: Last appearance 
of the defendants. Baadar makes an 
application for the 2 Social Democrat 
Chancellors, Willy Brandt and Helmut 
Schmidt, to be called, to face charges that 
the RAF had been persecuted since 1972, 

‘according to a conception of anti-sub¬ 
versive warfare contrary to common law.’ 
Jan-Carl Raspe applied for secret service 
men to be called to prove that they were 
bugging the 7th floor. Gudrun Ensslin 
announced the beginning of the 4th 
Hunger Strike. None of them appeared in 
court again. (Neither did Manfred Kunzel, 


the court appointed defence lawyer, who 
walked out in disgust over the bugging 
affair, never to return.) 

APRIL 7: A Suzuki motorbike pulls up 
next to a Mercedes taking Federal Pro¬ 
secutor Buback to the High Court in 
Karlsruhe. The rider and pillion passenger 
of the Suzuki produce automatic weapons 
and shoot Buback and his 2 bodyguards 
dead. Buback was responsible for all the 
RAF trials. His assassination was claimed 
by the ‘Ulrike Meinhof Commando.' 
APRIL 21: DAY 191: Penultimate day of 
the trial. Court appointed lawyers sum up. 
Defendants send message that they have 
nothing more to say. 

APRIL 28: DAY 192: Presiding Judge 
Foth delivers the verdict, ‘in the name of 
the people’; defendants found guilty of 
jointly committing 4 murders, in con¬ 
junction with 7 attempteds, and 27 other 
murders in conjunction with bomb attacks; 
Baadar and Raspe had 2 more attempteds 
and Ensslin just the one; and all guilty of 
forming a criminal association. Each gets 
life imprisonment. 

APRIL 30: Stammheim governor Nusser 
agrees to bring a certain number of 
prisoners together. 4th hunger strike called 
off. 

MAY 3: Gunther Sonnenberg captured 
after a shootout in Bonn. He’s accused of 
participating in the Buback killing. 
MAY/JUNE: Conversion of the 7th floor 
to accomodate the extra prisoners. For the 
first time RAF prisoners associate with 
ordinary prisoners employed on the con¬ 
version job. (In theory this is the most 
likely time that anything - ie. guns - could 
have been smuggled in.) 

END OF JUNE: Wolfgang Beer, Helmut 
Pohi and Werner Hoppe from Hamburg, 
join the 3 remaining originals, and Ingrid 
Schubert who’d been there a year, and 
Irmgard Moller who’d arrived in Jan¬ 
uary’77; making 8. 

JULY 30: Jurgen Ponto, head of the 
Dresdner Bank - Germany’s second larg¬ 
est, unwittingly lets a RAF commando into 
his Oberusel home. One of them, Susanne 
Albrecht, is the daughter of a Hamburg 
Lawyer - an old friend of the Pontos. Once 
inside, her male companion pulls out a gun 
and fires. There was a struggle and another 
girl, later identified as Brigitte Mohn- 
haupt, shoots Ponto 5 times. Apparently it 
was meant to have been a kidnap. Ponto 
died in hospital. 

AUGUST 5: Strange goings on on the 7th 
floor; Irmgard Moller had permission to 
spend the night in Gudrun Ensslin’s cell. 
However, contrary to all the rules, Andr¬ 
eas Baadar is locked in with them as well. 
Nothing happens for an hour, then 8 prison 
guards charge down the corridor and 
escort Baadar and Moller back to their 
cells. 

AUGUST 6: Guards lock Baadar and 
Ensslin’s cells during association period. 
Relations between prisoners and guards 
tenser than usual. 

AUGUST 8: More trouble over the locked 
doors; a bit of a scuffle between Raspe and 
one of the guards, then 30 prison guards 
storm the 7th floor. As a result of the 
ensuing turmoil, which appears to have 
been for no other purpose than for the 
guards to lej off steam, Beer, Hoppe and 
Pohl are sent back to Hamburg and all the 


prisoners go on hunger strike again. 
AUGUST 26: A couple visit the painter 
Theodor Sand and say they’re interested in 
buying one of his paintings. The painter’s 
house happens to be opposite the Federal 
Prosecutor’s Office in Karlsruhe. Around 
mid-day, the couple make their move. 
Then a Renault van, with ‘A.Krieg - 
Instant Customer Service’ on its side, pulls 
up outside and a group of young people get 
out and carry metal objects up to Sand’s 
apt. 

This was Peter Jurgen Boock’s ‘Stalin 
Organ’, a multiple rocket launcher, which 
was to be trained on the Fed. Prosecutor’s 
Office. However it took Boock several 
hours to construct his creation and he later 
claimed he deliberately sabotaged it. 
Indeed the rocket launcher did’nt'work, 
but the judge at Boock’s trial did’nt believe 
his sabotage story and sentenced him 
anyway. 

This and the aborted Ponto kidnapping 
was the work of the third generation RAF, 
who now consisted of Brigitte Mohnhaupt, 
Sieglinde Hofmann, Elisabeth Von Dyck, 
Christian Klar, Willy Peter Stoll, Peter 
Jurgen Boock, Susanne Albrecht, Adel- 
haid Schulz, Rolf Clemens Wagner and 
Stefan Wisniewski. They had’nt achieved 
much more than the second SPK gen¬ 
eration so far, but they were just warming 
up. 

SEPTEMBER 5: Despite clues aplenty 
and an armoured escort, Employers Lead¬ 
er and Daimler-Benz Chief Exec. Hanns- 
Martin Schleyer is kidnapped in Cologne. 

Just like in the movies his car and its 
police escort are forced to stop by a pram 
left out in the road. As soon as they do so, 
masked gunmen appear, shooting the 3 
policemen and Schleyer’s driver dead. 
Schleyer himself is bundled into a Volks¬ 
wagen minibus and driven away. BKA 
orders immediate nationwide alert, and at 
Stammheim TV sets and radios are con¬ 
fiscated and Baadar, Ensslin and Raspe 
are moved to new cells. 

SEPTEMBER 6: The Volkswagen mini¬ 
bus is found along with a note demanding 
that all investigations be called off or 
Schleyer will be shot. BKA chief Herold 
flies to Bonn for an emergency meeting 
with Chancellor Schmidt. The 2 former 
Wehrmacht officers agree not to deal over 
the former high ranking SS officer, Schley¬ 
er. Herold, confident that with time, his 
computer will come up with a lead. 

The press were’nt informed about the 
letter in the minibus, to force the kid¬ 
nappers to get in touch again. That 
afternoon, another letter duly arrived at 
the house of a protestant dean in Weis- 
baden. It contained 2 photos; the famous 
one of Schleyer holding the ‘Prisoner of the 
RAF placard, and one he had on his 
person; and the kidnappers (the ‘Siegfried 
Hausner Commando’) demands: 

They reiterated that if investigations 
did’nt stop immediately Schleyer would be 
shot; and in return for his release de¬ 
manded that Andreas Baadar, Gudrun 
Ensslin, Jan-Carl Raspe, Verena Becker, 
Werner Hoppe, Karl-Heinz Dellwo, Han¬ 
na Krabbe, Bernd Rossner, Ingrid Sch¬ 
ubert, Irmgard Moller and Gunther Sonn- 
eberg be taken to Frankfurt Airport the 
next day and flown to a country of their 
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choice; accompanied by human rights 
activists Pastor Niemoller and Denis 
Payot. 

The letter concluded, optimistically; ‘We 
assume that Schmidt, after he showed in 
Stokholm how fast he can make decisions, 
will endeavour to clarify his relationship 
with this fat magnate of international 
economics clear just as quickly.’ 

First it was announced on TV news that 
the kidnappers’ letter had arrived too late 
for the deadline to be met. Then Schmidt 
met with the CDU opposition leader Kohl 
(today’s chancellor) and officially got his 
approval for the hard line. After that an 
all-party emergency meeting was called. 
Schmidt made his statement that there 
would be no capitulation to the kid¬ 
nappers’ demands. And as a first step RAF 
prisoners would be completely isolated 
from each other, their lawyers, everybody. 
(However, obviously tampered with radio 
equipment was returned to the prisoners, 
so that their short-wave broadcasts to each 
other could be listened in to.) 
SEPTEMBER 7: As a further stalling 
device Herold asks the kidnappers, over 
the radio, to produce unmistakable proof 
that Schleyer is still alive. This was to take 
the form of taped answers to personal 
questions only Schley er could know, and 
was to be dragged out for 6 weeks. 

Tapes containing Schleyer’s answers and 
fresh demands for TV coverage arrive at 
the homes of other priests. Once again the 
BKA played for time, claiming the video¬ 
tape had arrived too late for transmission 
and suggesting an intermediary. The hunt 
for Schleyer was now in full swing, albeit 
discreetly and a strict news blackout had 
been imposed. 

SEPTEMBER 8: Kidnappers’ second 
letter published; only concession so far and 
that was after a 2 day delay. 
SEPTEMBER 9: Another letter dem¬ 
anding a decision arrives at the French 
Press Agency in Bonn. Once again the 
letter isn’t published. The kidnappers, 
obviously aware of what’s going on, get 
Schleyer to write letters to old friends, 
urging a quick decision. One to his son says 
if the delays go on he will be liquidated and 
someone else will be kidnapped. 
SEPTEMBER 10: Denis Payot, a swiss 
lawyer and human rights activist, agrees to 
be intermediary. That night he is contacted 
and told that the next day one of the RAF 
prisoners is to appear on TV, to confirm 
that flight preparations are going ahead. 
However there was a discrepancy in the 
Schleyer statement, he’d given the wrong 
month of a meeting he’d attended. The 
BKA used this as an excuse to stall for 
more proof and started to ask for more 
specific details of the flight. 

SEPTEMBER 12: Package left in a 
Dusseldorf hotel containing more proof 
that Schleyer is still alive and a tape saying 
the ultimatum will be extended to mid¬ 
night, and only the RAF prisoners can say^ 
where they want to go. 

After more emergency meetings, a new 
communique is drawn up and conveyed to 
the kidnappers, through Payot: preparat¬ 
ions had begun, the RAF prisoners would 
be asked if and where they wanted to go: 
the 4th ultimatum had been broken. 
SEPTEMBER 13: Alfred Klaus of the 
BKA, goes to Stammheim with flight 
questionaires. Baadar names Algeria, 


t 


Vietnam, Libya, Yemen and Iraq as 
possible destinations, and says the govt, 
must ask the countries to accept them. 

Meanwhile Payot had recieved another 
message from the kidnappers, requesting 
that he cease his intermediary role because 
it was just being used as a delaying tactic. 
In response to their next midnight deadline 
the BKA make another lame concession; 
they would begin negotiations with Algeria 
and Libya; 5th ultimatum isn’t met. 
SEPTEMBER 14: Minister of State Wis- 
chnewski flies to Algeria and Libya. 
Another video-tape of Schleyer arrives at 
the French Press Agency in Bonn, and 
kidnappers ring Payot again; suggesting 
that the prisoners’ departure be televised 
that night after closedown. That night TV 
detector vans scour a certain area of 
Cologne on a clairvoyant’s advice. Her- 
old’s computer clearly wasn’t earning its 
keep. 

SEPTEMBER 18: Minister of State Wis- 
chnewski flying about, acting busy. Quest¬ 
ions and answers still going back and forth. 
Kidnappers tell the BKA: “All we have to 
say is that we are not going to spend another 
fortnight negotiating . ” 

SEPTEMBER 20: New law passed at 
unprecedented speed, legalizing the hith¬ 
erto strictly illegal total contact ban 
inflicted on the RAF prisoners. 
SEPTEMBER 24: More stalling by the 
BKA; expecting answers from 4 destin¬ 
ation countries shortly. Kidnappers call 
Payot again; “We are just wondering how 
long M. Payot is going to play this game. 
We are beginning to feel we have no time 
and no inclination to play it ourselves. End 
of Message. ” 

(Extensive wiretapping showed that most 
of the calls were coming from phone 
booths around Cologne train station, but a 
few came from Gare du Nord in Paris.) 
SEPTEMBER 26: Wischnewski in Viet¬ 
nam. BKA tell kidnappers Libya and 
Yemen have refused to take the prisoners. 
Kidnappers tell Payot “No more proof that 
Schleyer is alive will be given except with 
concrete indications of the exchange” 
Jan-Carl Raspe adds Angola, Mozam¬ 
bique, Guinea-Bissau and Ethiopia to the 
list. 

SEPTEMBER 28: Japan Airlines plane 
hijacked by Japanese Red Army, de¬ 
manding the release of 9 prisoners. Jap¬ 
anese govt, concede to the hijackers’ 
demands. 

SEPTEMBER 30: Wischnweski back from 
Vietnam. BKA announces that Nam and 
Algeria have refused to accept the pris¬ 
oners. 

OCTOBER 2: BKA demand another sign 
of life from Schleyer and refuse to bring 
the prisoners together. Arndt Muller, the 
lawyer suspected of smuggling stuff into 
Stammheim, is arrested in Stuttgart. And 
so is Volker Spietel, when he returns from 
a protest tour of Denmark, and Klaus 
Croissant in Paris. Also Croissant’s Stutt¬ 
gart offices are searched again and sealed 

iy 

OCTOBER 4: Police begin search of 
Cologne tower block they’d had under 
surveillance for some time. Car with the 
same number plates as the one used in the 
kidnapping parked in the underground 
garage. Police ascertain that Schleyer had 
been brought there in the boot, and one of 
the apts. eventually check out as being in 


Angelika Spietal’s name; but it had been 
well vacated by then. 

OCTOBER 6: After Baadar, Ensslin, 
Raspe and Moller issue identical appeals 
against the contact ban, prison doctor 
Henck reports that Raspe is suffering from 
severe depression and suicidal tendencies. 
Andreas Baadar writes to the Higher 
Regional Court: ‘Putting together all the 
measures adopted over the last 6 weeks... 
one can conclude that the administration ... 
is hoping to incite one or more of us to 
commit suicideor at least to make suicide 
look plausible. 

7 state here that none of us intend to kill 
ourselves. Supposing, again in a prison 
officer’s words, we should be “found 
dead”, then we have been killed in the fine 
tradition of all the judicial and political 
. measures taken during these proceedings. ’ 

Palma de Mallorca; a young man books in 
at the Saratoga Hotel, with an iranian 
passport in the name of ( Ali Hyderi’. The 
following day he is joined by a girl with an 
iranian passport in the name of ‘Soraya 
AnsarV. 

OCTOBER 8: New picture of Schleyer, 
holding ‘31 days a prisoner* placard, 
arrives at Payot’s office. In the accompany¬ 
ing handwritten letter, Schleyer pleads: 
“The uncertainty is the worse thing to bear. 
In my first statement after the kidnapping, 
l said that the decision about my life was in 
the hands of the Federal Govt, and I 
thereby accepted that decision. But it was a 
decision 1 meant; 1 was not thinking of 
vegetating in constant uncertainty, in which 
state I have been for a month. ” 

Palma de Mallorca: a second apparently 
iranian couple arrive and book into the 
Costa del Azul hotel, near the Saratoga. 
Their iranian passports are in the names of 
‘Riza AbbasV and ‘Shanaz Holoun’. Abba- 
si books 2 first class tickets for Lufthansa 
Flight 181 to Frankfurt on October 13. At 
the same time Ali Hyderi was booking 2 
economy class tickets on the same flight. 

The iranian couples are really another of 
PJfc Wadi Haddad’s PFLP commandos; Hind 
Alameh, alias ‘Shanoul Haloun’; Nabil 
Harb, alias ‘Riza AbbasV; Suhaila Say eh, 
alias ‘Soraya AnsarV; and the leader, 
Zohair Youssef Akache, alias ‘Ali Hyderi’, 
already wanted for the assassination of the 
I North Yemen PM in London. 

At Stammheim, Baadar, Ensslin, Raspe 
g&L J ljfel Moller were speaking with the BKA 
j^lrman Klaus, and threatening to ‘take the 
decision out of Schmidt’s hands by deciding 
for themselves, in the way still open. ’ 
^jMSSudrun added; “This is something that 
concerns the govt, because the govt, is 
responsible for the facts which account for 
it; 5 years of torment and murder, the show 
H JHal, the constant electronic surveillance, 
torture by drugs and solitary confinement - 
the whole wretched ritual carried out to 
break our will and consciousness, and it is 
also responsible for the way this inhuman 
conception has been taken to extremes over 
the last 6 weeks; total social and acoustic 
isolation, and all the harassment and 
torments that are supposed to finish us off. ” 

Then she repeated a promise that 
Baadar had made previously; if they were 
exchanged and the govt, didn’t try to 
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extradite them back again, they had their 
assurance that they would not return to the 
FDR. 

OCTOBER 13: 13.00 hours: Lufthansa jet 
Landshut, a Boeing 737, flight No.LH 181, 
takes off from Palma de Mallorca for 
Frankfurt, with 86 passengers and 5 crew 
on board. 

Just after take-off, 2 men rush into the 
cockpit and drag co-pilot Jurgen Vietor out 
into the gangway. Simultaneously 2 wom¬ 
en stand up, holding hand grenades above 
their heads. 

The co-pilot, stewardesses and 1st class 
passengers are moved back to Economy, 
where they are reseated, young men in the 
window seats. Over the intercom, the 
hijack leader, who remained in the cock¬ 
pit, introduces himself as ‘ Captain Martyr 
Mahmud’. 

14.38 hours: Air Traffic Cotrol at Aix-en- 
Provence reports a deviation in the Luf¬ 
thansa’s flightpath. 2 hours later it comes 
down at Rome’s Fiumicino Airport, 1,000 
metres from the main terminal. Armoured 
vehicles surround the plane and Captain 
Mahmud addresses the tower, in english; 
“The group I represent demands the release 
of our comrades in german prisons. We are 
fighting against the imperialist governments 
of the world. ” 

By this time, Interior Minister Maihofer 
was aware of the situation. From Bonn he 
got Cossiga, his opposite number in Italy, 
on the line and told him; “Whatever 
happens the Lufthansa jet must not be 
allowed to fly on. Shoot out the tyres. ” But 
Cossiga wasn’t so sure. He consulted 
Enrico Berlinguer, the leader of the 
Communist Party (at the time tolerated by 
Cossiga’s Christian Democrat Party, not 
least because Berlinguer was a close 
relation of Cossiga) and they agreed that 
there would be no bloodbath on italian 
soil. The plane was refuelled and took off 
again at 17.42 hours. 

In Bonn, the ‘Smaller Crisis Staff’ had 
already decided to stick to its hardline. 
19.55 hours: Another Lufthansa jet takes 
off from Frankfurt Airport, carrying 
Interior Ministry and BKA men. At a 
stopover at Cologne/ Bonn Airport, they 
are joined by 30 highly trained and armed 
commandos of the special GSG 9 anti¬ 
terrorist unit, under the command of 
Ulrich Wegener, the Entebbe veteran. 
20.30 hours: The hijacked Lufthansa lands 
at Larnaca. After refuelling, it flies on. 
23.13 hours: Shortly after the departure of 
the hijacked plane, the plane with the 
GSG 9 men on board lands at Larnaca. It 
too refuels, then flies on towards the 
Persian Gulf. 

OCTOBER 14: Schleyer kidnappers con¬ 
tact Denis Payot in Geneva to announce 
that the passengers and crew of the 
Lufthansa are under their control; and add 
the release of 2 Palestinians and a $15 
million ransom to their demands. No more 
extensions of the deadline and no further 
contact. Anymore delays will mean Schley- 
er’s death. Schmidt,Maihofer ,Wischnew- 
ski and Herold talk until 5 in the morning. 

Meanwhile the hijacked Lufthansa had 
landed in Bahrain, and the GSG 9 men 
pursuing it had been told to turn back. 
However their orders were soon altered; 
they were to await further instructions at 


Ankara, in Turkey. 

From Bahrain the hijacked plane flew 
on to Dubai, where Captain Mahmud 
forced the pilot, Captain Jurgen Schumann 
to land despite the runway being blocked. 
At the last moment, the airport controller 
had the blockade removed on his own 
authority. The Dubai Minister of Defence 
arrived at the airport and asked the 
hijackers to release the women, children 
and sick. Mahmud said there would be no 
compromise. 

Things were getting very hot and 
bothered on the plane. Until, that is, 
Mahmud overheard the purser, Hannelore 
Piegler saying, “What a day for a birth¬ 
day,” to one of the stewardesses, Anna- 
Maria Staringer. Mahmud immediately 
offered his own greetings and ordered a 
birthday cake and champagne. The Dubai 
catering staff made a cake with ‘Happy 
Birthday Anna-Maria’ on it, and all the 
passengers were given a piece and some 
champagne. 

While this was going on, the steward¬ 
esses had written a message to Chancellor 
Schmidt - ‘We put our lives in your hands, 
and ask you most fervently to save us.’ - on 
a picture postcard of the actual ‘Landshut’ 
aircraft. The other stewardess, Gaby 
Dillmann, asked Mahmudto sign it. Then 
he came up with the idea of writing, ‘With 
Complements of the S.A.W.I.O.’ (Struggle 
Against World Imperialism) on the post¬ 
cards and giving them out to the passen¬ 
gers as souvenirs. 

However the party atmosphere soon 
changed when during a baggage search, 
Mahmud discovered there were israelis on 
board. After beating up one woman, he 
threatened to execute all the israeli 
passengers the next day. 

Just before midnight, another Lufthansa 
jet lands at Dubai, unseen by the Land- 
shut. On board are Wischnewski, a psy¬ 
chologist who had been advising the govt, 
on the Schleyer kidnapping, and Gaby 
Dillmann’s boyfriend, the co-pilot, 
Rudiger Von Lutzau. 

Back in Bonn, Schleyer’s son, Eberhard, 
agrees to meet the kidnappers’ emissary to 
hand over the $15 million ransom; on 
condition that the other demands are met 
and no violent action is taken against the 
kidnappers while he’s doing it. 

* OCTOBER 15: German Press Agency 
announces that the Govt, are to meet the 
kidnappers’ demand; that Eberhard Schl¬ 
eyer hand over the $15 million. Howver on 
BKA Chief Herold’s advice they had no 
intention of doing any such thing. 

Eberhard is flown to Frankfurt and 
taken to the Deutsche Bundesbank to 
collect the money (which was to be 
radioactively marked), but that’s as far as 
he got. The exchange was delayed because 
the ‘Larger Crisis Staff hadn’t reached a 
decision. Or so they told Schleyer Junior. 
He wasn’t having any of it though, and got 
his lawyers to appeal to the Constitutional 
Court for an Interim Injunction forcing the 
Federal Govt, to free the prisoners, .in 
order to save his father’s life. 

After being given the runaround some 
more by the govt, Eberhard finally got to 
speak to the kidnappers, who weren’t 
much better. They told him to fly to Paris, 
from where hej^ould take a long journey, 
destinations to be announced along the 


way, and at some point he would be 
approached by the emissary. The govt, 
jumped on this: too dangerous for Eber¬ 
hard and too much of a risk that the money 
wouldn’t reach the right people. Kid¬ 
nappers and govt, finally agree to having 
the ransom given to the prisoners on their 
release. Horst Herold was very proud of 
this little scam of his, which saved the FDR 
$15 million. 

Also, the Constitutional Court rejected 
Eberhard’s appeal for their intervention; 
the govt, had informed them of the 
preparations for the GSG 9 unit to storm 
the plane, and basically they decided 
Hanns-Martin Schleyer’s life wasn’t as 
important as keeping the RAF prisoners 
locked up. 

While all this was going on, Alfred Klaus 
was visiting Stammheim again with an¬ 
other questionaire: This time asking for 
the prisoners approval of the hijackers’ 
suggestion of Somalia as a possible destin¬ 
ation. Baadar sakThe’d prefer to go to 
Vietnam, who he knew were prepared to 
take them, but if the Lufthansa commando 
really did say Somalia, it was OK with him. 
Same went for the others. 

OCTOBER 16: Ulrich Wegener, the GSG 
9 Commander, and Major Alistair Morris¬ 
on and Sgt.Barrie Davis of the SAS (along 
for the party and to show off their new stun 
grenades), start training Bedouin troops. 
The Dubai Minister of Defence wouldn’t 
allow the GSG 9 unit to perform on his 
territory, he wanted his boys to do it. 

However Mahmud was threatening to 
shoot the* pilot if the aircraft wasn’t 
refuelled: During the night the power had 
failed on the plane and the air conditioning 
cut out. Captain Schumann had eventually 
persuaded Mahmud to allow a generator 
to oe brought out to the plane. Mahmud 
realised that the men who brought it out 
were german. 

In the morning, he forced Schumann to 
kneel in the gangway and pointed his gun 
at his head, accusing him of sending 
messages out. The Dubai Defence Min¬ 
ister had been praising the captain over the 
radio for passing out coded info: 4 unlit 
cigarettes in the rubbish, indicating the 
number of hijackers. Mahmud had been 
listening. 

After making Schumann march up and 
down the gangway, Mahmud repeated his 
threat, adding that after the pilot, he’d 
shoot a passenger every 5 minutes. The 
plane was refuelled pretty sharpish. More 
threats and the generator was disconnect¬ 
ed; and at 15.19 hours, local time, the 
Lufthansa jet took off again for Aden. 

During the flight the hostages were tied 
and plastic explosive was fixed to the cabin 
wall. Then despite being refused per¬ 
mission to land again, co-pilot Vietor 
managed to bring the plane down on a 
track next to Aden airport. It was then 
immediately, surrounded by hundreds of 
Yemeni troops. Schumann and Mahmud 
spoke to them over a loudhailer but didn’t 
get any response. Finally Mahmud allowed 
Schumann out to check the bodywork. An 
hour passed. Mahmud became very agit¬ 
ated and said, “If the pilot doesn’t come 
back, I’m blowing the plane up. If he does 
come back, I’ll execute him. ” 

Schumann did come back and, true to 
his word, Mahmud ordered him to his 
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Ulrike; before; at the time of arrest (June 
15,1972); in prison, 1975; and after - a 
towelling cross appears in a cell window at 
Stammheim and masked demonstrators at 
her funeral in Mariendorf West Berlin 
(May 16,1976). 
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December 21, 1976: (Above) Hans- 
Joachim Klein being carried out of the 
OPEC building; (Middle Left) Glass doors 
riddled with bullet holes inside the building; 
(Middle) The bus leaving for the airport, 
with Carlos on the right, waving at 
onlookers: (Bottom Right) Boarding the 
plane, Carlos is on the left this time in a 
white trenchcoat; (Middle Right) 

American Fragmentation Grenade acquired 
by the RAF in 1971 and used by Carlos at 
OPEC and at almost every other 
‘Euroterror’ event in the 70’s; (Bottom 
Left) 

Gabi Kroecher-Tiedemann and former 
Berlin mayor / pastor Albertz about to take 
off for the Middle East after the J2M 
Lorenz kidnapping. 
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knees and said, “ This is a revolutionary 
tribunal. You put everyone here in danger 
of being blown up. You've betrayed me 
once already. Ym not forgiving you a 
second time. Are you guilty or not guilty? 
Schumann tried to explain. Mahmud 
struck him in the face, “Guilty or not 
guilty?” Schumann tried again, but Mah¬ 
mud hit him even harder then shot him in 
the head. 

16.21 hours, german time. Minister of 
State Wischnewski’s plane takes off from 
Dubai. South Yemeni airspace is closed to 
it also, so it flies onto Saudi Arabia and 
lands at Jedda. 

OCTOBER 17: 2.02 hours, german time. 
The refuelled hijacked Lufthansa takes off 
from Aden, with the body of Captain 
Jurgen Schumann propped up in a cup¬ 
board. 

4.34 hours. Co-pilot Jurgen Vietor brings 
it down in the Somali capital, Mogadishu. 
7.09 hours. Wischnewski’s Lufthansa takes 
off from Jedda, to join the hijacked plane 
at Mogadishu 4 hours later. Mahmud saw 
it arrive and radioed the tower; “Tell the 
german representative there’s nothing for us 
to talk about. I dont want to speak to him 
unless he can tell me the prisoners in 
Germany have been released,” then he 
added, “We wont be needing anymore to 
eat. Our deadline runs out in 3 hours, and 
after that everyone will either be dead or 
free. ” The body of Captain Schumann was 
dropped out of the plane via the em¬ 
ergency chute. 

Meanwhile, at Stammheim, an unexpected 
critic of the hijacking was making a 
statement. Andreas Baadar had finally got 
to speak to a politician, albeit an under¬ 
secretary Hegelau, representing under-mi¬ 
nister Schuller, who didn’t know anything 
about the case. 

Baadar began, “It’s really too late for this 
conversation, the chance of exerting any 
influence has been lost now.” Then, with 
nothing to gain by it, he said the original 
RAF had never condoned operations 
involving innocent civilians; but the govt, 
had to realise that the new generations 
would be more brutalised and consequent¬ 
ly more brutal. 

“We dont know Schleyer’s kidnappers and 
other people the police are after personally. 
If the BKA’s saying these operations were 
masterminded from prison, that can’t be so 
except in the ideological area. The armed 
combat has internationalised itself It could 
be the Japanese or the Palestinians who are 
going to decide the course of events now. ” 

In an almost confessional manner, he 
continued to say that in retrospect he still 
felt their reaction to the Vietnam war was 
a justified one, but he admitted they’d 
made mistakes and played into the state’s 
hands. He concluded by saying that the 
prisoners would have to die one way or 
another. 

Gudrun Ensslin actually got a catholic 
priest (and a protestant one) for her 
confession. The priests had been sniffing 
around do-gooding, since the total contact 
ban pricked a conscience somewhere. 
Contrary to Baadar for once, Gudrun gave 
the priests the ‘By Any Means Necessary’ 
line; but the main reason she called them 
was an 7/ anything happens to me’ request. 

She told the priests to make sure that 3 


sheets of paper, in a file marked ‘ Lawyer ’ 
in her cell, made it to the chancellor in the 
event of her death. The priests listened 
politely, then dutifully told the governor 
and nothing more was ever heard of the 3 
sheets of paper. 

At Mogadishu the hijackers ultimatum had 
been extended to 3.00pm, german time. 
Wischnewski was in conference with the 
Somali govt, desperately seeking their 
permission to send the GSG 9 unit in. 

In the meantime, the Somali Chief of 
Police was talking to the hijackers; telling 
them that the german govt, wouldn’t 
accept their demands but if they released 
the hostages the Somali govt, would 
promise them safe conduct. Mahmud came 
to the mike again; “That doesn’t alter 
anything. We shall blow the plane up a soon 
as the deadline runs out, that is, in exactly 
34 minutes ... If you happen to be in the 
tower then, you’ll see the plane explode iqto 
a thousand pieces...” 

Then he allowed the stewardess. Gaby 
Dillmann, to speak to the german envoy. 
Unbeknown to her, her boyfriend, co-pilot 
Rudiger Von Luzau, was transcribing all 
the radio communication from the other 
Lufthansa. What she had to say was worth 
listening to anyway; “We know it’s the end 
now. We know we shall have to die. It will 
be very hard for us, but we’ll die as bravely 
as we can. We’re all too young to die, even 
the old people are too young to die. We just 
hope it will be quick and we dont feel too 
much pain. But perhaps it’s better to die 
than to live in a world where human life 
counts for so little. In a world where 
something like this is possible. Where it’s 
more important to keep 9 people in prison 
than to save 91 lives. Please tell my family 
it wasn’t too bad. And please tell my 
boyfriend - his name’s Rudiger Von Lutzau 
- that I loved him very much. I didn’t know 
there were any such people as the members 
of the german govt, who are partly 
responsible for our death. 1 hope they can 
live with this on their consciences. ” 

Plastic explosive had been fixed to the 
cabin walls again and all the passengers 
tied up and doused with alcohol. Next, the 
Somali Minister of Information tried for 
another 24 hours. Then, after a curt, 
“there’s no alternative to blowing up the 
plane in exactly 23 minutes from now, ” he 
came down dramatically to half-an-hour; 
so that the near vicinity could be evacuat¬ 
ed. Mahmud said he’d consider it. Then 
the german charge d’affaires in Mogadishu 
had a go. “I am listening, representative of 
fascist imperialist West Germany,” jeered 
Mahmud, “go on, read out your message.” 
It was the old very important news coming 
shortly, once we’ve overcome a technical 
hitch; the Somali president himself was 
speaking with the Chancellor of the FDR 
on their behalf. 

“But you’ve had 96 hours for all that, ” 
replied Mahmud, but he grudgingly gave 
them the half-hour to clear the vicinity of 
the plane. Needless to say the somalis took 
their time. 12 minutes after the new 
deadline expired, the german charge 
d’affaires came back on the line. This time 
it was a blatant lie: the german govt, had 
capitulated after all and the RAF prisoners 
would be along shortly, well in a day 
actually... 

“You dare to ask me to extend the dealine 


until morning - is that it, representative of 
the west german fascist regime?” 

“In principle, yes.” (The psychologist, 
Wolfgang Salewski was advising the charge 
d’affaires on everything he said - but it 
could so easily have been Eric Idle.) 

The Charge d’Affaires then asked if he 
could go off to check how far it was from 
the FDR to Mogadishu. Mahmud replied; 
“OK, 4 minutes to go before the deadline 
runs out. If you’re trying to trick us or play 
games with us... I’d rather play with 
explosive...” , but he eventually relented 
and agreed to extend the deadline to 
3.30am, local time (1.30am german time.) 
The hostages were untied again. 

The GSG 9 unit, which had been flown 
back to Bonn the previous day, was 
reactivated along with another 2 units. The 
Lufthansa Boeing 707 carrying the lot had 
taken off, initially destination unknown. It 
had refuelled at Crete and when Chan¬ 
cellor Schmidt got permission from the 
Somali president to send them in, it was 
circling over Djibouti. 

19.30 hours local (17.30 german). Under 
the cover of darkness, the GSG 9 plane 
lands at Mogadishu, 2,000 metres from the 
hijacked plane. No one on the Lands hut 
noticed its arrival. They were busy making 
lists of which hostages would be exchanged 
for which RAF prisoners. 

OCTOBER 18: In true ‘ SWANT’ style, 
the GSG 9 squads took 2 hours to unload 
their equipment (read weapons). While 
they did this, Ulrich Wegener crawled up 
to the Lands hut, just like in the comics, to 
check out the terrain; and the Charge 
d’Affaires, obviously prompted by the 
psychologist, kept Mahmud occupied. 

Fibbing again that the prisoners had left 
Germany at 19.20 hours(german), he 
almost pushed his luck too far, saying they 
wouldn’t arrive in Somalia until 4.08 
(german) - after the new deadline. But 
Mahmud accepted it. Then the Charge 
d’Affaires strung him along, letting Mah¬ 
mud give him instructions for how the 
exchange would take place: 

...“No one to approach the Lufthansa 
aircraft, commanded by the Halimeh unit 
without previous permission. ” 

“Understood. ” 

...the GSG 9 shock troops were by then 
approaching the Lufthansa aircraft(albeit 
crawling with blackened faces), with 
previous permission alright, but not from 
Captain Mahmud... 

fl. “We’ll make further arrangements with 
the comrades coming from Turkey. ” 

“Would you repeat that?” 

Mahmud obliged. It was the last full 
sentence he was ever to complete. 

“Understood. ” 

“If they come...” 

At this point the SAS stun grenades 
went off outside the cockpit, incapacitating 
Mahmud. It was 0.05am german time. 
Before the dazzling and er shocking effect 
of the brits’ grenades wore off (6 seconds), 
Ulrich Wegener had the front door open. 
Simultaneously 3 more GSG 9 squads 
came in through the emergency exits and 
rear door. 

Blanks were fired in the air to make the 
hostages get down, then they switched to 
live ammunition. One of the girl hijackers 
died instantly, the other one dived into the 
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toilet and shut the door, which was 
disintegrated in a hail of bullets. Mirac¬ 
ulously she was the only one to survive. 

Mahmud was shot dead in the cockpit. 

The other man, Hind Alameh, got a shot 
in before he got his. The plastic explosive 
went off to add to the melee, but did little 
damage - compared with what the GSG 9 
men were doing at any rate - the steward¬ 
ess Gaby Dillmann got a slight leg injury < 
from it. And that was it. 

0.12am german time. All the passengers 
safely off the plane via the emergescy||r 
chutes, Minister of State Wischnewsfcteli 
reports back to Bonn, ‘ The Job’s done / 

0.38am, Stammheim: news of the hostages 
release komes over the radio in the 7th 
floor guards’ room. The guard on duty, 
ironically named Springer, checks on the 
prisoners. Not a sound. His night duty 
report read: 4 23.00 hours . Baadar and 
Raspe given medicaments » otherwise 
incidents . ’ 

THE OFFICIAL VERSION: %pmger and 
his colleagues were the last people to see any 
of the prisoners alive; when they tucked 
Baadar and Raspe in at 11.00pm. 

Jan-Carl Raspe heard die news on a small 
transistor he had concealed in his cell. He 
told the others over the tampered with 
intercom , and they agreed on a suicide pact. 

Baadar had a 7.65 calibre FEG pistol, 
which had been concealed in Cell 715 
during the alterations. When he returned to 
his original cell, he brought it with him and 
hid it in his record player. To give the 
impression of a struggle, he fired a few 
shots around his cell. Then he put the empty 
cartridges by his bed, reloaded, put me 
barrel of the gun to the nape of his neck and 
blew a hole through his forehead. 

Jan-Carl Raspe had a 9mm Heckler and 
Koch pistol behind the skirting board of his 
cell. He put the barrel of the gun to his right 
temple, ‘Deer Hunter’ style, and fired. 

Gudrun Ensslin tied an electrical chord 
to the grating above her window and, like 
Ulrike Meinhof, stood on a chair, tied the 
other end of the chord round her neck and 
kicked the chair away. 

Irmgard Moller pulled up her sweater 
and stabbed herself 4 times in the chest with ^ 
a table knife. r Wrm£, ^ 

THE FACTS: Irmgard Moller survived. 

Her version of the night’s events was 
somewhat different to the official one: she 
read until 4. Thin before going to sleep she 
called out to Raspe, who sounded fine. She 
didn’t undress because they thought they 
were about to be released. At 5 she heard 
thudding and squealing sounds. The last 
thing she remembered, before she came to 
on a stretcher, was a loud rushing noise in 
her head. She denied there had been any 
suicide pact. 

There were also 5 independant witnesses 
in the cells below. None of them heard any^ 
shooting, although Baadar was heard 
flushing his toilet at 2. 

The exact time of Baadar and Ensslin’s 
deaths could not be ascertained, because it 
took over 12 hours to fly in independant 
foreign experts. Jan-Carl Raspe died in 
hospital. At least he got out of Stammheim 
alive. 

Discrepancies in the official enquiry 
were manifold. Scientific evidence that the 
bullet which killed Baadar was fired from 




30 ^to 40 cm .away was covered up. The 
mysterious sand on Baadar’s shoes was 
never properly accounted for. (There was 
even a theory that Baadar had been flown 
out to Mogadishu to trick the hijackers, 
shot there and flown back.) Irmgard 
Moller’s sweater, which could have proved 
it wasn’t murder (If it didn’t have stab 
marks in it), was inexplicably cut to shreds. 

It was never asked if the emergency 
monitoring methods (i.e.bugging), used at 
the time of Stockholm/Lorenz, were in 
use. Nobody was allowed to ask anything 
about the Crisis Staff meetings, and they 
still aren’t. 

OCTOBER 19: The French newspaper, 
Liberation , recieves the final communique 
from the Schleyer kidnappers; 

After 43 days of captivity we have put an 
end to the corrupt and miserable existence 
of Hanns Martin Schleyer. 

( Herr Schmidt, who from the start has 
been reckoning with Schleyer’s death in his 
power calculations, can find him in a green 
Audi 100 with Bad Homburg number plates 
in the Rue Charles Peguy in Mulhouse. 

iis death in no way measures up to our 
grief and anger over the slaughter at 
Mogadishu and Stammheim. We will not 
forget the blood spilled by Chancellor 
Schmidt and tfie imperialists who support 
himf The fight has only just begun!’ 

Schleyer’s body was found in the boot of 
the Audi, near the french/german border. 'JfgF 
He had been shot 3 times in the head. 


Rome: 4 police wounded and 25 de¬ 
monstrators arrested, when a march on the 
West German Embassy turns into a 
pitched street battle. At least 20 bomb 
attacks on german businesses throughout 
Italy. 

France: 2 german car factories and many 
Mercedes torched. A german paper com¬ 
pany in Toulouse is raised to the ground 
and a german owned factory in Versailles 
bombed. Andreas Baadar Group of the 
Armed Faction Movement’ claim respons¬ 
ibility. (Not quite as catchy as ACTION 
DIRECTE’ who are on their way.) A 
Mercedes-Benz garage in Limoges burnt 
down with the word ‘VENGEANCE’ 
written on the one wall still standing. 
Greece: shoot-out between police and 4 
guerrillas attempting to bomb a german 
electronics factory near Athens. 2 of the 
police are wounded. 

' I 'MM 





OCTOBER 21: Biggest manhunt yet 
launched in Germany and France for the 
Schleyer Kidnappers. No holds barred 
now. Every possible media throughout 
europe used to broadcast their descript¬ 
ions. 

OCTOBER 27: Andreas Baadar, Gudrun 
Ensslin and Jan-Carl Raspe buried in a 
communal grave at Stuttgart’s Waldfried- 
hof cemetary. 1,000 police with sub-mach¬ 
ine guns there to see them off, and also to 
catalogue and search the mourners. 

A banner reading, ‘GUDRUN, ANDR¬ 
EAS AND JAN WERE TORTURED 
AND MURDERED IN STAMMHEIM. 
THE FIGHT GOES ON.’ held up by 
demonstrators wearing PLO kaffiyehs. 



‘Yet that the students, being young, should 
be emotional does not seem to require 
special explanation. The emotion was no 
doubt sincere, but the causes of it may not 
have been the ones they flattered themselves 
by laying claim to. They got a regular 
stirring up from the media - pity and 
indignation roused on behalf of story 
characters, existent or not. Learning about 
wars, exploitations, oppressions in the same 
way as they learnt about the fate of fictional 
victims, they felt strongly not because they 
were a generation of visionaries but because 
they were a generation of televisionaries. ’ 

- JILLIAN BECKER, ‘HITLER’S CHIL¬ 
DREN’, 1977. 

‘“We must neither govern nor be govern¬ 
ed, ” writes Marcel Havrenne so neatly. For 
those who add an appropriate violence to 
his humour, there is no longer any salvation 
or damnation, no place in the universal 
order, neither with satan, the great re¬ 
cuperator of the faithful, nor in any form 
of myth, since they are living proof of the 
uselessness of all that. They were born for 
a life as yet to be invented, it was on this 
hope that they finally came to grief. ’ 

- RAOUL VANEIGEM, ‘BASIC BAN¬ 
ALITIES’, 1962. 


DURING 1978 a lot of the third generation 
RAF were rounded up; Ingrid Schubert 
had gone the same way as Meinhof and 
Ensslin, found hanged in her Munich 
prison cell; Gabi Krocher-Tiedemann 
(J2M) was arrested along with Christian 
Moller, after a shoot-out on the swiss 
border and sentenced to 15 years; the J2M 
founders Ralf Reinders, Ronald Fritzch, 
Gerald Klopper, Fritz Teufel, Till Meyer 
and Andreas Vogel, had a lengthy 
tammheim’ style show-trial at Moabit 
and equally lengthy sentences - Till Meyer 
managed to escape again, during the 
proceedings, but was recaptured along 
with Gabrielle Rollnick, Gudrun Strumer 
and Angelika Godel in Bulgaria; Brigitte 
JMohnhaupt,Sieglinde Hofmann, Peter- 
Jiirgen Boock and Rolf Wagner were 
arrested in Yugoslavia, but later freed and 
flown to an undisclosed country of their 
choice; Willy Peter Stoll was gunned down 
in a Dusseldorf restaurant; Angelika 
Speitel and Michail Knoll were captured 
after a gun battle near Dortmund, which 
left one policeman dead; Elisabeth Von 
Dyck was shot dead in 1979; Juliane 
Plambeck and Wolfgang Beer in 1980. 

However Christian Klar, Brigitte Mohn- 
haupt and Adelhaid Schulz remained at 
large until the end of 1982. Their arrests 
were almost as big a blow to the RAF as 
the capture of Baadar, Ensslin and Mein¬ 
hof. But the group was never entirely 
wiped out. Inge Viett, Susanne Albrecht 
and Sigrid Stembeck were still on the 
loose. And indeed still are. 

After the Klar/ Mohnhaupt/ Schulz bust- 
and subsequent trial for Schleyer killing, 
etc,etc - the RAF restructured itself along 
the lines of the later SPK - a hardcore of 
20 or so, which organise and carry out the 
more important attacks; then a buffer of 
‘Fighting Units’ , about 200 people who can 
provide safe-houses, cars and suchlike; and 
for further support they can call on several 
thousand ‘sympathisers’ from the squatt- 
ting and anti-nuclear movement. 
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[19] POSTSCRIPT: 1977 -1987: ‘EUROTERRORISM’ - NOT SO SAFE EUROPEAN 
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But as Andreas Baadar had predicted in 
his final statement, after the deaths of the 
RAF founders things internationalised. - 
Most notably (and debatably) in Italy of 
course, where the ‘RED BRIGADES’ 
came closest to bringing down their 
admitedly never too stable state. Founded 
by Renato Curcio in 1970, the BR could 
claim closer links to your actual workers 
than any other european guerrilla group. 

They were at their best from June 1976; 
when they assassinated the Genoa pros¬ 
ecutor-general Coco; escalating their activ¬ 
ities throughout 1977; and culminating in 
the kidnap of 5 times italian PM Aldo 
Moro, on March 16, 1978. 

Moro, who was about to present a 
coalition between the right-wing Christian 
Democrats and the Communist Party, was 
held for nearly 2 months before being 
executed and dumped in the backseat of a 
Renault, halfway between the Rome 
offices of th$ Christian Democrats and the 
Communists. 

Previously BR leaders had been enraged 
with the RAF for stealing their fire with 
the Schleyer kidnapping. But although the 
Moro kidnap was more of a success, the 
BR went downhill after; splitting in two 
(The ‘Militarist’ and ‘Movementist’ gr¬ 
oups), crippled and discredited by police/ 
state/ Vatican/ you name it infiltration, it 
fizzled out by 1983; to re-emerge, in part, 
recently as the ' Fighting Communist Uni¬ 
on \ 

Things really started rockin’ again with the 
emergence of the french urban guerrilla 
group, ‘ACTION DIRECTE’. Founded in 
1979 by Jean-March Rouillan, a veteran of 
the anti-Franco Tnternational Armed Rev¬ 
olutionary Gro |jp’ of the early 70’s, and 
Nathalie Menignon, a 20 year old former 
bank-clerk, they set about building up an 
underground network, financed by bank 
robberies. Without much success at first - 
By the end of 1980 most of them, including 
Rouillan and Menigon, were locked ig)*^ 

Then President Mitterand came along, 
following the traditional but controversial 
practise of offering amnesty to several 
thousand prisoners on his election. These 
included the Action Directe leadership. 
With their new lease of life, they got 
serious, dumping their original anarchist 
leanings and linking up with Lebanese and 
Red Brigades exiles, to fight western 
imperialism more along the lines of the 
RAF. 

In 1984 Action Directe moved their base 
to Belguim, where they helped set-up the 
‘COMBATANT COMMUNIST CELLS’ 
(CCC). This was the beginning of a 
unilateral urban guerrilla front in europe; 
or r EUROTERRORISM’ as it became 
known. Gone was the late 60’s/ early 70’s 
habit of imitating south american guerrilla 
groups; and also the pacifism of the early 
80’s anti-nuclear movement; Euroterror¬ 
ism was a declaration of war on NATO and 
the Military Industrial Complex; 

‘MacDonalds Imperialism. ’ 

In October 1984, CCC launched a series 
of attacks on military installations and 
multinational companies. Their targets 
included the Brussels offices of Litton 
Business Systems (the makers of CRUISE) 
and Honeywell (B-52 and Peacekeeper 
ICM), NATO oil pipelines, US banks, etc, 
etc. Then, at the end of 1985, after nearly 
30 such operations, the CCC leaders - 


Pierre Carette, Pascale Vandageerde, 
Didier Chevoloet and Bertrand Sassoye - 
were arrested and events in Belguim 
tapered off to nothing again. Guess they 
must have hit the right 4 people... 

However, in 1985, the rejuvenated RAF 
were back in on the act, formally an¬ 
nouncing a pact with Action Directe on 
January 15. Shortly after, AD shot and 
killed top defence official, Rene Audran, 
and claimed responsibility for the 
‘Elisabeth Von Dyck Commando.’ The 
following week, the RAF assassinated 
MTU arms manufacturer, Ernst Zimmer¬ 
man, and claimed responsibility for the 
‘Patrick O’Hara Commando. ’ (That really 
put the shits up the security forces. 
Nobody had ever got on with the IRA 
before.) 

In April, AD planted a car bomb outside 
the International Monetary Fund in Paris. 
Then in August, a RAF/AD commando 
bombed the Rhein-Main USAF airbase. 
Also throughout 1985/86 there were at¬ 
tacks on NATO installations in Greece, 
Portugual, Spain, Denmark and Holland, 
in support of RAF hunger strikes. 

However the RAF pulled off its most 
important coups of recent years on its own; 
For the assassination of top Siemens 
nuclear scientist, Karl-Heinz Beckurts, 
RAF members posed as gardeners in a 
Munich suburb, monitoring the route 
Beckurts took to work. Then on July 9, 
1986, a bomb in a peat turf bag was 
detonated by remote control as Beckurts’ 
car passed by, killing him and his chauffeur 
instantly. 

The last time the RAF made major 
headlines was in January 1987, when 
foreign ministry official, Gerold Von 
Braunmuhl was shot dead outside his 
home in Bonn. And in March, when a car 
bomb exploded outside the British Forces 
Rhein-Dahlen HQ. 

By 1986 the RAF had fallen back into 
old habits; forming links with Palestinian 
groups. And the Action Directe star was no 
longer in the ascendancy. Andre Ollivier’s 
‘National Section’ in Lyons was severely 
depleted, and after the assassination of 
Renault boss, Georges Besse (no Kidding) 
on November 17, 1986, the police net 
closed in on AD leaders Rouillan and 
Menigon (suspected of being one of the 
motorcyclists who gunned down Besse 
outside his Paris home.) 

On February 21, 1987, the eve of the 
Georges Ibrahim Abdullah trial, the 
french anti terrorist squad ‘RAID’ stormed 
a farmhouse near Orleans and netted the 
leaders of the Tnternational Section’; 
Rouillan, Menigon and Joelle Aubron 
(believed to be the other Besse assassin). 
The ‘RAID’ raid (haha), which was very 
popular with the press because Nathalie 
Menigon ‘gave herself away by making 
regular trips to buy food for her pet 
hamster‘TRAPPED BY A HAMSTER’, 
came just before a major new AD 
offensive. A Big name politician or 
businessman was to be held hostage for the 
release of Regis Schleicher, Joelle Aubr- 
on’s husband and leading AD man facing 
a double cop killing rap. But that seems to 
have been Action Directed lot. 

So, as we finally get up to date, the ball’s 
firmly back in the west german court. 
Despite the recent phenomenal sell-out by 
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Astrid Proll, the only original RAF 
survivor, who has sunk to the depths of 
giving anti-terrorist talks on german TV, 
begging to be allowed back in the UK and, 
worse still, talking to the ‘Daily Mail’ 
about it! And the slightly less reactionary, 
but equally sickening volte-face by Dany 
Cohn-Bendit, who recently espoused the 
wonders of the german electoral system in 
‘City Limits. ’ 

The arrival on the scene of the 
‘AUTONOMEN’ groups, providing a 
more anarchist and virtually un-infiltrat- 
able alternative to the RAF, RZ and ‘Rote 
Zora’ (the all-women group), makes West 
Germany still a lot more interesting place 
to be than the UK. Well, it’s better than 
bottling it up. 

‘THE BAADAR-MEINHOF GROUP: 
The Inside Story of a Phenomenon. ’ 
by Stefan Aust. (Bodley Head) 

- starts off as a refreshingly objective look 
at the subject but before long you start 
thinking - which side are you on mate? 
This appears to have been Stefan Aust’s 
problem all along; Ulrike Meinhof’s Kon- 
kret colleague and the only person from 
the Left to come out of ‘Hitler’s Children ', 
not portrayed as a bloodthirsty, baby- 
eating nazi moron; Aust was, lets face it, 
qm of the schilli. (He never mentions them 
by name throughout the book.; 

Nonetheless it’s a great read, well 
recommended and thoroughly and un¬ 
ashamedly plagiarised here. Stefan Aust is 
also responsible for ‘STAMMHEIM’, the 
film of the play of the the trial transcript; 
winner of the Golden Bear award at last 
year’s Berlin Film Festival. 

‘HITLER’S CHILDREN’ by Jillian Beck¬ 
er. (Michael Joseph) 

- the state approved (and financed?) 
f version of the events. 

‘CARLOS: PORTRAIT OF A TERROR¬ 
IST by Colin Smith. (Sphere) 

- only marginally better than ‘ Hitler’s 
Children’ but Carlos still comes out of it as 
a pretty cool guy. 

•RibARMY FACTION" (Patrick Arguel- 
loPress) 

- essential document and chronology. 

‘THE GERMAN GUERRILLA: TERR¬ 
OR, REACTION AND RESISTANCE ’ 
(Qienfugos Press and Soil of Liberty) 

- interview with Hans-Joachim Klein whilst 
on the run from just about everybody, 
June Movement and RAF philosophy. 

*ON TERRORISM AND THE ST A TE’ by 
Gianfranco Sanguinetti. (Chronos) 

- the real italian story and post-situationist 
party line ‘on terrorism. ’ 

4 ANARCHY # 38 ’ (Freedom) 

- ‘Armed Struggle in Western Europe’; 
recent RAF/ AD/ RZ communiques - 
Dellwo/ Taufer/ Folkerts/ Vogel hunger 
strike in Celle/ the killing of Johannes 
Thimme/ ‘Euroterrorism’ and RZ attacks 
in Dusseldorf and Cologne. 

- further articles in ‘THE INDEPEND¬ 
ENT’, ‘TODAY, ‘BLITZ’ (the only 
things worth reading in the pop press last 
year), ‘CITY LIMITS’, ‘TIME OUT , 
TNTERNATIONAL TIMES’, ‘STERN’, 

‘RADIKAL’ and ‘TOT ODER LEP- 

ENDIG’. 
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ANDREAS AND JAN WERE 
TOR TURED AND MURDERED A T 
STAMMHEIM. ’ 


October27, 1977: The funeral of Baadar, 
Ensslin and Raspe at Stuttgart’s 
Dornhalden cemetery. ‘GUDRUN, 














\strid Prolh* Terror Of The Gun Girl' 


than two hours after the Anti- 
nrorist Squad arrested Astrid Proli 
lh« North London girragt- where she 
i&H mechanic* to school-leaven:, 
fues* picked up (he *o*nt Their 
ival oo tin; afternoon of Jieptvrober 
a* the Finchley workshop initiated 
*mp*ign of triai-by-headiine. 
-Carthyite sowars, and downright 
•aeeuikm of Prol, s friends and work* 
ties. 

John Morris, •» supervisor a» the 
mposver Services project, recaik 
tually getting pulled about. There 
rc 15 »>»- 20 oi'ihem. The phone 
s going, but f wa% not being allowed 
hold private vunveraxtions WJvsn 
(IttiifiiUm rang. there was a scuttle 
the phone and tour reporters ended 
m top of me. The call was mysteri- 
By disconnected." 

Morris also recalls being virtually 
fnapped" by s reporter Urter that 
n-ooft, and waking to discover 
:re: newshoundi peering through his 
(room windows at 4.003::; the next 
tning. The beleaguered residents at 
IVs Hom$ey I'arfc Ruad address had 
a vc town 

Meanwhile. Use Daily Mir far opined 
i the rising involvement of women in 
roJsKoriaJ ‘terrorism’ was due to 
problems of liberated women trying 
:opc with careers. The result* were, 
ally, aggression, sterility, loss of 
Jo 3nd hasp/ chests. 

Tripe’ was the reaction from their 
Itcxfty on the subject, Dr Ivor Mills 
.ambrtdgv University. According to 
September 20 Mirror, Mills came 
hese conclusions studying women 
titntb. T have never done any work 
otcly like- litre," he Mid. 'and I Icrve 
ten to the editor of the Minor 
him to explain how my name 
linked to that tripe. So far 1 have 
no reply." 

'cure Still, the Daily Mail <x>»tt- 
■d reportorial bungiing and sheer 
atiorsalf.cu to invent the ‘Susanne 
reebt link" and serioueiy implicate- 
Id's friend, Karin Monte. This 
irred during the Maif'e inter togs- 
of another of Froll's friends, 
x»h« Walker. the day .after the 
it. ‘Malcolm/ John Morns recalls, 
rigid sip against the wall being 
itioned by re-porters. 1-fis hand 
shaking." Wt*,, Walker said he'd 
» German woman-friend of Pro!; 

?d Rare;, Morris remembers, 
reporters Pimped in and said 
»t was her last name"? We:, it 
?eht ?" ' The- confused Walker 
it migiu have been something 
That. 

result was the Mail's, implied- 
ihat iransUiot Karb: Monte wns 
RAr>flif:S5h<'t Susanna Aft,reebt 
led in connection with t.jre 
case, nude, the September 



IS headline ’h ard Hunt Terrorist Girl 

No 2‘. 

Monte, who has never been oor»> 
nected writ!} the RAh and who did not 
***** {‘roll until she had established 
herself in London as 'Anna Puttkk\ 
angrily pnvveded to Paddington Green 
{Hiliee station, wfrerc she cleared her- 
*elf of all auspickm, and thee to the 
Maii, Where sirs succeeded in gaining a 
ivtraetion. ‘The press,’she declared 
afterwards, ‘do the police's job for 
them-.public persecution, fnsinu- 
stiotu, gossip, swears ’ 

Meanwhile Astrid Proli awaits her 
apptai 3gaiust extradition as a too- 
secrerity prison*, in Box ton. Although 
she has never been Convicted ofany 
crime, and a:<hough the German police 
arc tint interested in her political 
activities since her arrcsi there in f 97 {, 
they are still uemanding her return to 
Stand trial for pre-*7l RAF bank raids 
ami ti;« stt.rn.ptrd murder of two 
pobesmvn. Broil, whose trial in 
Germany was suspended when she 
fell dangmousiy ill with low Mood 


pressure* after three years’ imprison 
ment > believes that such an ordeal 
could kill her. Even if vhe (unlike 
RAF prisoner* so far) survives 
German imprisonment, it b very un¬ 
likely that she will teceivc a fair hear¬ 
ing there. 

Over the last live years the Federal 
Republic has adopted a series of 
edicts, laws and amendments to criminal 
procedure that virtually prejudge any. 
one accused of ‘terrorist" activity. As 
one German writer, .Sebastian Coble; 
describes it : “The courts have thereby 
become twgaus of justification rather 
than justice.' Or as former Federal 
Attorney Genera! fcuback put it in an 
interview with Der tyiegei, "State 
security- (sic) survives because it is run 
by people who are committed to it 
And people like mr. who are committed 
to it will always find a way.' 

This way has included the formation 
of special stale corrrts responsible ibr 
political cases such as those involving 
charges against ‘unoonriiiUtioiwJ 
orasntsatiouj'. "Jn-.ti-eoflrtiarrionil 


sabotage", ‘uaderrufning the loyalty 
of the armed forces to the constitu¬ 
tion', and so o*». They arc run hy "Suit¬ 
ably experienced judges'with "special 
competence to take deeistewis in this 
held’. 

Other major e.ltanges have included 
corssklmfcle extension of the Slaw 
prosecutor’s powers over the accused 
so that they can now compel defendants 
to make Statements without Iswyers 
present, confiscate document, that 
corrse to light in searches and open 
letters indiscriminately. They earn also 
decide for how lung and hr wins! con¬ 
ditions political defendantt are kept. 

More Important to the course of a 
fair trial is the procedure known as 
'common knowledge’ whereby tire 
prosecution in a political trial can 
Introduce any evidence ft likes if this 
can be established as generally ‘known 
to llie court'. Tim sort of evidence 
is per se introduced as proved evidence 
which cannot be rebutted by contrary 
testimony by die deferux. Tire measure 
was first Introduced fr, 1935 under tire 
Maris and was adopted into the German 
crinibial rxsdc in 1950 for politick cases. 

In January »V75 the prosecutors' 
power was further extended so that 
iawy&rs who attempt to argue the oases 
of their clients on political grounds can 
he summarily removed from a trial for 
obstructing ‘the orderly administration 
of justice" or "procedural sabotagd". 
Defendants are then given state 
appointed lawyers. 

This is One of a number of measures 
•which restrict the rights of anyone 
accused of political crimes toi>e rep 
resented. Joint defences arc now pro- 
hihlted jr> Germany, even when defend¬ 
ants are accused in a group of ’criminal 
associariotj’. The right* of lawyer* to 
issue rtatemeuts has been seriously cur - 
tailed and letters between lawyer and 
client am be Intercepted and examined 
at the prosecutor’s discretion. 

Uwyers involved in prditical trials in 
Germany have been put under suck: 
pressure over recent yean, that it. has 
beer, impossible for them to defend 
their client*. They have persisted only 
at the risk of being branded erimitah 
then«elvcs- As Otto ScMIy, Gudmn 
Ensslin's ricicnce bw-yer put tt in an 
Interview last year on London Week¬ 
end TV’j ‘Weekend World', "On; mjj- 
versatkms arc bugged, we are attacked 
by the public in diflereRt ways. There's 
oo lawyer at all in political proceedings 
w-ho hasn't an investigation agsmn hnn. 
in a criminalist ora dlvdplmasy court. 
Oar reputations are destroyed in ways 
you can’t imagine. Wc are defiled. We 
arc called the “fellow traveller* of 
terrorism", we are called the “lawyers 
of terrorism" and *.> on. In this arenas 
phert defending is not p.^riblr ‘ 

More tlurr: ."^l lawyers have been put 


«t in Germany ertber directly os 
indirectly as a result of Red Army 
Fraction cas*s. Perhaps the most 
renowned of then; is £.urt Groonewold 
who last year w-a* accu&xl of'criminal 
association' with hrs clients m a reiai 
which W35 c<«irid«rcd <x> di^racefoi.. 
it was itUematiooslly condemned by, 
among others, the Haldane Society and 
the New York Center for Constitutional 
Rigliis. 

Ctoenewrdd’s ‘crime* w:t* publicising 
the fetrk-l conditions of isolation in 
Which political prisoners a; the Fedemi 
Republic can legally be kepi, conditions 
which as Gromurwold and others point.* 
od out - mvariably lead u; the "physical 
destruction of pritoner*'. This, of 
couive. is one of tire major fears about 
Ptoil"* extradition. TTvt conditions in 
the Tore Thikl, o? 'Siicnl Wing' of 
(.fcaendorf Prison near Cologne have 
been widely reported, but it h as welt 
to be reminded of them Ulrikc Meinhoi 
spem 231 days in the wing, in a small 
cell where ev^ryUring from floor to 
ceiling -was painted briiliant white, 
wiwrc a white mton Ibdi- was ncv« 
turned off, where the only window was 

lygh on tire wall she wsa usiablt to 
sec even the sky The cell was totally 
aound-pmofed apart from a radio 
pe;rmurently tuned to ore; channel. 
Astrid T’roil als<;» sjrenf t:;:»c in vhc 
‘Sifent Wing’—a total of four and » 
halfnxmlh*. Britishsiudie* oftbb &:>H 
of sen.wry decaptlors showed in 19SV 
that volunteer* who managed to last 
out for more than 10 hours were in¬ 
capable of thinking straight. Some cx 
perkmccd suiges of tea; a;;d pant-;.. 

Ubike wrote of her experiences. 
There is a f«x*ltng one's head is 
exploding, tl-.ar one’s skull is about «o 
sjriit. The feeling (hat one’s sminc Is 
drilling into the brain, that c:;e is piss, 
ing otv;*s soul away .. . pains in the 
heao . . . flashes . . . the cell move* 
constantly . . frantic aggresavcm.-sx 
for which there is no outlet . . . tire 
feeling that the whole layer of skin has 
been ripped away.' 

"We must keep the prisoners 
temporarily under isr>latt>n in ortfer to 
tnakc it fxssstble for the prosecution to 
achieve a proof writhoui arty k»;<p itolc 
so it will stand up in court,’ tire Mtntstm 
of Justice for Hessen sard t.<« Dutch TV 
in an unguarded moment. This tactic of 
Kotition has n«wheen incorpo»»*cd 
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into the German legai framework by 
the ‘Ckiutact Ran’, a law- allowing the 
total isolation froin*the outside world 
of poiirtcai prisoners who ate nil! 
believed to be ‘supporting a terrorist 
organlsat.k*«’. Tire bar, 3ppbcs to lawyett 
as much as it doc* friends and relatives. 
During it* passage through Uie Bundes¬ 
tag H‘ariiamcnt) SW) Deputy Coppkk, 
one of only 16 members who voted 
against it taid, ‘Under the new law no 
one, however innocent, tan be sure of 
not being impmoned and vanishing 
fc; wvjcks and months without con¬ 
tact with X lawyer ot even his relatives, 
in icons of the. rule, of law I consider 
this intolerable." 

Girike Mcinitoi, of course, ‘corr»- 
'mined suicide* as a te*uh of Her pri*tm 
oombttons (one of eight RAF activists 
in die in gaol.) Despite dangers to Astrid 
Proll there is virtually no chance of the 
British Government refusing to extra- 
dri o her, though nude? the tetms of 
this yeaj’v Suppression of Terrorism 
Act it could decide to try hs-.s m Britain. 
This law came about to bring British 
law Into line with decisions taken at a 
Kuropea;: Tonventier, for iht Sup¬ 
pression of fenorism in 197b, a rrx*cting 
that for tire first time made <» im¬ 
possible to argue a political defence in 
fighting extradition for crimes of 
violence. 

Astrid e’soll may have bioken 
Gentian l-aw for political reamns but 
v ' the Federal Repufrbc sire will Ik- 
classed as just another violent criminal. 
And as Chancellor Seiunklt said of 
Tc;roasts' in ft Bundestag debate in 
1975. "As violent criminals they put 
them Selves outside the m!ej of our 
democratic tmt.'(Shny Hayv/oodami 
Muddy Merck } 


The Trrends of Astral jfrxrf! are .vp>. >, ij(;r- 
ifig a Ticket of Ho re ADgo/rarer (burl 
ar tO 00am. Tuesday October 26. 
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‘The unfortunate dlness of Mr 1 ustior | Tricsriay, October 3. Despite the 
Willis.' as tire prowr.-utKwj Aexcribed it. j dtopping of an important charj« xaatust 
»*s the latest Wore to hit the accident- j IW.can CampbelT 'coileet.iug infonna- 
pronc ABC Official Secret* caw last 0cm which could he wefwi to *n 
wreck, nm. s?e< j ?o, suffered ft mik! j enemy" -wiih its 14-ycar per,altv tire 
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\Fn.:R a sun \m$f marked by Middle 
dastcra bomb attacks. Franc* has been 
mgtenEy reminded bf the dimensions of 
is ihmn-grown mmrni problem by the 
mmier on Monday of Oedr^ca 

desse* She chairman of Renault, a killing 
Mm*4 yvndefdny by the extremist group. 
Mtion Dsroete. 

In hsuny ways, domestic tetraMffi 
presents both the French aud German 
pm'eramenis with a pouter challenge 
|tan tdo&tnee impsaded from the MkMle 
Bast, Interior minxdeKs from the twr< 
roimtries agreed cm Monday to act up 
■awn teams to oiMvrdittiste their %hi 
sgainst violent cslmmEro. 

"At ices? with state-sponsored terror- 
Ians, you can try to negotiate wirh a for- 
%« £overnmcfth of its secret services^ a 
French pSPal fdieaud. “Even, with ex¬ 
tremist groups bused ebrosd, yeas cart try 
10 opeo up ehanoeh erf cotomunksdon. 
8ut with nor own terrorists, there is noth- 
ihg ytHi C8R drs except to try to Mop thbas 
stid eatcb thesn," 

The problem for the Froneh and West 
Germans is tbet, despite all the means at 
iboir disposal, their police forces have 
ness done a very good |db at cither check 
'm or cetchdng tnesstto of Aakm 
IFnxde or the German Red Army Bmv 
boo (RAF). Official buihbngs tn West 
fMrmxn. from post offices torotirdsttieu. 
ca«y postern showing the usually mdiao 
Gcea bf leading figures in the RAF. A ro- 
ward of HMSitf## (£iAi**J} is on offer 
for each of tins i$ RAF suspects. Bat stilt 
leaiiers -rtf the RAF remain at large, 
emsng them SjKfwtm-«^.Bb?SFEad%ty 
Meyer, suspected of killing the head of ars 
*row Bra's in 19&S, end two women sea- 


Apikif* Mtf&z'# Jf*n«-Mwsv. Ru»Ria««, 


hnn- linking themselves wfcfc g $fcsu&% 
minded Be%hm groups. They hav* at- 
tacked target ranging from power ?$&: : 
to Aasmp«t«r :««ng^iki^iiC5ii'“ '""' 


fed imperia -ope hsve fcee$: 


Apart Jromtlm: human «o$t> and 
xionaSy costly desftVPtiOfc fbm.hbmfex, 


:• ath 

mote thas 2D active 


? *Bepa»ae ftwy totsf aobod?> live a*:;:; 
of their own and take jywt as long U. If 
needs i« pianthetr attack*," a Fmneh £*>~ 


makes the use of informeti dil&alh : : 
Thoif fdnsftiag enable*them to sfr^a : 
with deadly speed, as ha tsc rhndtasg of 
&& Seme by hm> people tfcwiag p^f has : 
home on n mcdOnycicv They appear to be 
wed stxj^ied with arms and atploxha^: 
and to be frasgsd in their approach id 
'"I jjj|H 


>„n«d Methniie M«*flgn« 


i leading roica in 
psoosioent banker, Jiirgea 
Fobio, in the sermrhe heyday of the 
Ft7»s- 

te Ftnnee, tire Mitterrand administra¬ 
tion reAnscd several Action Direete 
mmhsm or sympathisers in. its first Hash 
of bfAodism after wtmnng ja>wer in. ItM. 
1T»e rnleasea came hack to hsoat Mr 
>^fittorrend and hin ministers ys Action: 
Dircctc- onnl on the attack. The right- 
wing patfias mado nioch of the Socialists' 
supposed “InxEns" inwards oxtrvmhne In 


From bf tddfc kutaten* fcnmh attaefex llky Ihla t» Ss)pte«dwr lohwjae grows terror 


the rao-ap to this yvAfn geiioroi election 
Among the moat vicufebt nodes of thF 
Socedists was the Gaollist leader in the 
$emm. (.iharies Fnsone Aw. Mr Ihss^na 
is France's Ijaterinr Minister. In the ktlh 
ing ot Mr fkuse, Mr Bastpa and Frime 
Mfaiaict farojuoa dihac hawc io deaf 
with non «f: th« most striking taoidenes of 
tciroAsm against an indwidnal since rhn 
Baadat-Mchdtoff' gang kidnapped uad 
ktlind the WcetdArtp^o employers' lend¬ 
er, Martin Bchinyet, in b)7?. 

TBe temafsts, whether West <?erman 


or French, wonkl deny that their victims 
were killed ns individaaia. line ideology 
of As-don l>to?c?e «nd die KAFaoweiieh 
men as repr esent lives of n syntm. Dne 
nndcriyhag theoic of Earop^ot catreraiat 
groups E dm?, hy provoking the police 
and their political masters into repres- 
aion, ierrorism will tiarn the supptsmdly 
liow-otroddott proletariat to rovoi?< 1'hcfb 
has hseen irt.de dgn of anything like that 


RooeuBy- the FretR-fe and West Gerf 
matt jftioups have joiood In a setFprn- 


sibte io konw how the roisds M the 
Broach and Gesratan Rtfwork Btd 
poliee wdxr have trnclwd |h$m fpp ydafX 

»n Molo^cp: hwindadoo, » behef thru. 
d>ry ;-: 

rpR in dcshroytng the ca$»*ai«i s?at«. 
r?owever«majBt they sto v nothing Is likely 
•• tin: 

RAF Bom arnrh oomdetinns. Indeed, the 
moro Anhrted they ate* ?Ud mom dmuruc- 

hecon mmbd have a ;vd m 
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Love for pet: leads police to terror girl’s hideout 
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juniry (albeit Belgium) to the 
ouridationSy only to have their logo ripped 
iff by Sigue Sigue Sputnik. 
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Last night’s bombing, another in the Marxist link-up? 


High-tech 


terror 



Europe 


HE car bomb ntT 
ack <ra the British 
Forms head.qtinr- 

,_ tmrn at BMtulafr 

lea, probably by the 
German Red Army faction, 
following che murder In 
Home bbt weekend t>f 
General Lioto CUorgiori by 
the Fight mg Communist 
Umort, th« " Inter- 
national >y sec Hon at the 
Italian RM Brigades, is 
aaweioome eridence that 
there is more enumeration 
between Europe's terror' 
tats gronpa than the 
security senile aa had 
previously recogoistai, „ 
Wb?t3 the Euro terrorist* * 
eed two years ago that 



Nor; the experts ©ro not so 
sura. What is emerging ie a 
pattern of " high-tech terror- 
.Ism." with remarkable aim- 
itentms in method* and 
targets. 

Tie?. BliMadabitsn attack 
ToBosvs the pattern of © car 
^ attack on Hie Air 



:k: terror 


Ernst • • Stiniroermsn, shot. be 
the Hed Army Paetxon in '*W>> 
vms .President ot ioe MC>t 


down hy Aetsan Directs, was 
head of France's world-wide 


bed tub. njmatimis s*r eaaa 
tnvesdgatoru 

Three wdebsagd the FnmrJ 
libe jtour lead 


srr Oernld Ton Braun- 


it was tboaik* fb*t the* 
mtroMb m&A do&i a bowh 


at. consortium to wage a 
" Western European HevoitP 
tionnry offensive %v against the 
** muhi-natiomd stntofcvee of 
NATO" old hands in the 
business ot fighting terrorism 


Aoj?Uat 
White stilt certain there is 


was' head, of the j 
department in M?est Ger- 

■: 


Training 


Tlmir oxpeTkmoe had shown 
that white terror gauge might 
an-operate for juagmarte rods- 
tins- in certain operations' and 
that Palestinian groups used 
Haobog facilities and weap¬ 
ons to hoy the services of 
European terrorists, there 
whs m true feeling of identity 
between the gaa^a. 

Nobody* for example, lira*- 
ted rhe tSA And there was 


smogs—Garios despite- his 
notoriety is written off by the 
ieraell Secret Service, Moss- 
ad, as a ” two operation hash 
In the panC—the expects sra 
unhappy About the now ob- 
vimis identity of purpose ot 
the new gangs. 

Those gang-g the Red Army, 
Faction ami the Hil-womah 
..■■lied 2orft of W t Senna - 


Herr Karl-Heinz B#ckum* 
another Bed Array fraction 
vie* im, we*. Flomonrk research: 
and techuolb&y tUfreeit*? M 
Georges Bern, killed tty two 
Action Throme women, was 

: y: 

Aoma were hxcky and es¬ 
capade Fomur Ardwroo Be 
Bmpoh ei wt idvlserto 
the Italian Prime Mudsosr, 
was weeded hy the Fighting 
Conudunlet Union i 



nni-NATO atie^k,^ *** 
The gdth Re&Pft. is .fchtfj 


metmn$p*-m> joint command 


MARK F*AfcKUtfc& * Bonn 


73i7g i 


iplijPshoisIhuR a sfdlea pife-psial have 
yrvivevl tint apprehensive Wed German 
•.-deMie aboa- u.al vicknee 

During z timmsmim of 

klan airman last Monday a-ghr, soraeene 
S te< missing Swiss hig-Siiibr ,upem©hc 
i two gellcemea. it was the urn dote -<a the 
hios.ry «' the he-kml Keyahec -hr; pehcemeii 
ibn-e died ujiilc lethltag vleleai ueaennt^hay 
The auoders ate poluleally espli save becaeae 
thz? A-aol seera ts be the work of the Red Anhy 
T^laiiL die Pity gtaapcf prefc-s^oual tvn cnsb 
iRke axg ?y^ecied «f ktl«n>; tw«lau;netsj?}cn and 
ai&Tktf diyiamal las> ye# aad wha ate rondenp 
assd ant efhaad by a" rmticii par lie? 

The am* sow held a«dw v.upicm «f merskr 
b< Te Franaldr? police— the v ioend aim wiih 
the gaaa? an girl IcwadA brase who# heart oi 
ihr FcmAm — h 3 ^r-vcrr-ckl na-rnipicved 
ixmmmtl 5«l$t nemecl Amwas hichler. 

Re emres frora the htdewuca-fi world >;■£ the 
da<vacfe;e> -lie Autoaoroom Gfoepxj ap utvnc 
ieadmsted ■■ palkctma el yeetig pnaple whe> 
: #5tooghx r conthhianoo of a fox asWfy aad 
a bdt M political theory, veti aednt lorm end 
is lorta Jtke r^d^c amocr ikrb yteseat 
b with the kwa, on cry Do~b~ 
•^iesaaefey: whiKs .-tpefiatltiy 10 be sab> 
SBgmg aa^ear-'xrttet/idT c *c.roctly p was 
lac eA<.<>'<*,»*-- ^ppen tr.eay pomwii 
drmrowrxti im—pe ^ Rebbetg «■•.' 

brnth, whew vqaaxteu eo m coadtct with the 
<hv ges'cxmmwu, xr>i .do ',wih.nir ted eoA 
Itbiby at Frankiau mryenh a acre the e <lerw-oe 
>-av us years ago (last Monday was the 
infpff'f^^ Sim oitte: cimhng eixeh m \ 
kd ta uei'C ot the mm wokat wb. tot dm a 


<a tUell H oothsog gets iFnmt % one of the 
drrorers k reperteti to'have said,' inrex hdiesd: 
proglo g» Oetoo Pt^-nttdwd v 

Altheogh tekvitaon shews mipntsts of .s 


Ki 


IN TERROR 



Mbs-iav?» ktlliogs tnvu cmaged thatt .. 

f ^ oxwwnea rerentdmkd hwiawlves las? week 
' Te urve; atow Scwe ataoTrd ' 
tax^u panned >0 their hochs, B< 
pahtktaes who tried m urorke 
with snouts of:' Lh> uutwthiag aboet k, 

Ihe kdhog$ are partkabtrly ttaifea 
the left, rkmoroiretiroh which ti 


Dimu* of Prancct the-1__ 

Populates T> he Apr A IFF AM 
of Portugal attd now tba 
Figuring Communist Urtioxl; 
have risen freer, the yenmama 
of grouts bko the Bander- 
Meinbaf gang largely destroy- 
ed by the security somees. 
They rotsiti their ostumal 
cftaracHedwties hut whemia 
the trodudonal proujrs con¬ 
centrated on trying to des- 
lubihse the governments in 
tboir own countries with flay 
anarchio belief then rorue- 
thing bettor would etnerge 
from the etasabng-: obAps, ibe : 
new groups foliov? a joint 
simogy of attacking NATO 
t nrt&liations mxl. mnrdertng 
aentor officials eonnebtep: 
with defence. 



1, Hextri Bjandln, comp 

o_^ *v,„ —^,^4, 


. 

radical but mA necessantl 
CuhnhuuLst, AB the rte«r gang 
are nvnWetlly Cotbinnnn^ 
The men they kill nnci rtd 


A SCHOOL wKJtH «wk«< w ft«- 

Ixorf to b* Jrtt<<-»CTt:«>«< t«,<>rijtt hot h«C« 
hooK«<t hr <ho*L«l orfoeorio* <b*fx. 

ivorlt -JRKl >»•.*•<«• iS :< •.»»»» 

- —.a; :>,!>• x-jtt ::>:&¥ e :*•>«;« >• ->t 


vkw>jv''i^-; o; fcfciis Frenr^i 
OAbivalent of CBI, bntb edA 
vlved attarka by Action 
Dimde. 

1 a each case tire target was 
an important nmrdm- ot the 
rmhl.ary, of mdaatry nr rbc 
olvh sorrtaa, men who make a 
ronntxy vmrhrtmw; on wlvoe a 
eomtvry re-les in ume of war. 

The attacks ware carried 
pul. afcci car etui toeon- 
naissaone and pliuming nod 
were eseeoteh rxcdibwair. 
Iwag juai u watS«t» t*. fcerror a: 
huroenoratese were loft at the 
scene of each ma.n.ler. Ami the 
billing* were- claimed by hit 
teams givers the name of a 
lemtrler. maityr. 


BaMr acfcM#*a? The hrwtei 


When bo-mbors start© 
fo astaak apppmaMly &*m 
B>vrO fuel bhdk- the Weis 
German Federal RMlee hi 
name convxaml tbdt the Elai 
was beiund tho wane rk.bigt 
teeb rerrorism, Tbey im^A 


tnvulvexuenh 


■M 


< f>x- fc: 


umg cause?; 
cuviroatheaf. 

Several ni lbs 
Green s rtn tanr teeth 

Fteukhiri rerwav. i__ 

vxoienev, Juhe |htfur?b ; 
wcaonwhorn 
prr-idJsrcbaatV 
sr.:iittd$fetha.i fbe 
t» ' drs« amsralon zmy lr-m m 


In irsa-sdwcucd ircedr, a 
netdrUe a slogan sem spriyoi 00 


.. . ..§ af these groups brass m bbot md 

urkolrrtivs bt-erwt\ nr rrssr heiatats, with 


M,dr5rov C'ocrkeb cxi N#fy 


[there ascally n, Aapapers rveevered 
nmaxvceiirsiehaxe among ihegreuyet 
•» one emuix A in via g no tk&Pw 
&& o that vbhars has brfeme an eml 



NATO ptpMinss, oomputer 
centres, rhmxrck, labnrufortss 
ami mhitcry bowiquertwrs 
ksxve all been attacked but, this 
rmneentraiion on "bightwrb 
lerrofiom ' ? by tbo ijsforrwviom 
«1 section of the group has 
tsfteti been obscured-"by. the 
purely dotneetie operations 
aairrikd out by the lnom* 
teams 

A chmror view of the joint 
strategy may be ubtemuti by 
looking; of tixe men iboy hove 
murdered, . 

General Gtorgiert wh* Bl- 
rectnr Ge?w?ral of the apwro 
and sir armaments division dt 
HaiyT defence ministry. 


The shooting of Vue Braum 
m ubl, for eu*mpic, was 
emened our by the Faction's 
Commando w Xngmd 
Soixubert ” named alter a 
Bander Mmnbof terrorist who 


b>. the, i 


that, in tIdas of wsa t| 
Communist lerronxlb woali 
>cr up their aUeoke nr 


enmmuted smeid© in jail 
Brixat 2i?nm«rnmn wma 


killed by the >J Patrick O'Hara 
squad," O'Hara was an fHA 
hnuger-AUlhor, 

There am fushmns in terror¬ 
ism as in everything else end 
otw? group will, eermsnly ec<py 
the mehhnd nf another if they 
arc successful 8m. the text- 
book way In wpinh the new 
tortUxisi* carry out them 
opembmis soamk of some- 
thing mme ?hmi fashion or 
omncidencc; 


*5ructidT> bcroralo 
organised Fifth OmtMb 
the Red, Army, 

Bn, whether the KGB t 
actively b*h& 

M<-lv*-M -'jit 


fart is. v „ . ... 


toxrofi&im ff» Mest Imtaw 
Th+ Vw 

Afeecew Am? >bar < 


hundred Aeinucoum<uoop 
m Frcckfuri ie uocmi thetrhi 
vlceipglkrt fired frros miapgiiin 
' deadly weapon* v sser with little approval, 
Then Fsikunem drh3ted -he uiurdrts brt 
riihrtday, the burner Minister demnwkb iber 
wearing mask* ar demonslraluAb h© made a 


Taere ■&<;■ pdiratnca and hwyer#| 
■woenee iibmh, who dcuhr the 
xhis, And if no MPs had walked along the&hbs 
tawsrds ihe #A owuc m Bonn, Ibgynt^Abay^ 
xm * hi^gap susyrt-mig. thu masks are u;arr#y • 
OAuntdi kz stsm wfrn Gscy ar* sotss^Kv 
ot?, svwkntStd.e. 

The work oi. s gmny oi revoluimnary feibtO' 
ms, u reads, 

Bewyear »olh «uu stwv >w<r iae-A 
lF->hdnor me frehA dwbuaea run-. 
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